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Local Terms Used
Badi- Small lentil dumplings.
Bara Dhara- Bride grooms escort.
Barguri- A description of bean.
Biri- Phaseolus Radiates.
Chana- Pani cum millacium.
Chatua- Mix powder of rice, flattened rice, puffed rice and peanut.

Chaura- The tulasi tree generally planted on a small rectangular podium raised on the
ground having three to four layers, each of them diminishing its size proportionately
called ‘chaura’ .

Cholli- Made with three bricks and mud for cooking food.
Dalma- A mixed vegetable curry cooked with Dal.
Dekhakara- Meeting of bride and grooms with the family members and neighbours.

Enduri Cake- It is prepared with a mix of rice flour, black gram, coconut and sugar,
covering the turmeric leaf.

Gunia- Magico-religious healers.

Handi- Country liquor.

Janta- A sort of basket made of split bamboo.

Jhoti- Paint on the flour drawn with the rice flour paste.

Kania Khia- As the girl leaves the place forever after their marriage, so after
Nirbandha, the neighbours invite the unmarried girls for food.

Keuta/Gokha- Fishing community.
Kumar Purnima- Celebrate by the unmarried girls for good husband.
Kumbhara — Engaged in pottery work.

Maka- Maize.



Manasika- Religious offer to God/ Goddess, when wishes fulfills.

Manda Cake- It is prepared by with coconut and rice flour.

Melana- As the congregation of idols of different Gods like Radha and Krishna.
Mochi- Cobbler.

Muga- Phaseolus Mungo.

Nirbandha- Tied of marriage between bride and groom.

Pakhal- Rice Soaked with water.

Pala- A bangle made with mud.

Piria- Oil Cakes.

Poda Pitha- It is prepared by rice flour, small coconut pieces, sugar and backed in
cholli.

Prathama Asthami- A festival celebrate for the elder child.
Puskarini- Reservoirs.
Raja- Followed by the unmarried girls in which mother earth is worshiped.

Sabitri Puja- Performed by all the married women, where the women keep fasting for
the long lives of their husband and pray Goddess Sabitri.

Sankha- A bangle made with conch.

Sarah- Tanks.

Sradha- Offering of oblation to deceased ancestors.
Tatala- Ponds.

Teli- Oil producing caste.

Tend- Bamboo water lift.

Vapi- Wells.
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CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

The process of migration involves different types of mobility both within and outside a
country. In almost all the developing countries rural to urban migration is rapidly
increasing. In India, though rural to rural migration is predominant, but at the same time we
also see an upward trend in rural to urban migration in the post- Independence period.
Industrialization and the process of urbanization contributed to such mobility. The new
nation-state constructed its policies in order to bring in rapid strides in the process of
urbanization. The developmental models implemented from time to time induced economic
growth benefitting a minority population but created huge disparities between different
social groups across the country. In brief, regional imbalances and underdevelopment has
been the central question that Indian state encountered for quite many years. So, developing
these underdeveloped sections of the new nation-state became the full time business of the
developmental State with its various institutions actively being deployed in the whole
scheme of activities. Within this discourse, migration of people from rural to urban areas
was taken as a standard for the process of development. But in this process of policy
making, a social philosophy emerged which made a binary between the urban and rural,
without making a concerted attempt to look into the pre-existing and newly emerging
concept of unfreedom within the process of urbanization in general and migration in

particular.

In the past four decades a vast literature has emerged dealing with the nuances of the
developmental state’s policies and its implications on the people, both rural as well as
urban. The emergence of this literature (we will discuss about it in the later part of this
chapter) has shown the processes through which the top-down models of development have
affected people in their social, political, economic as well as moral walks of life. Why
migrations occur? What is the pre- and post- migratory rationale of the migrants to lead a
certain pattern of life? The above questions were the central beams of these studies. But
several studies concentrated mainly on the urban metros while neglecting the newly
emerging towns/townships, classified in bureaucratic terms as Class II towns. The present

study is an attempt to add to the existing literature on the issue of rural to urban migration.
1



But the point of departure lies in the focus on a sociological analysis of migration to the
Class II towns. The intersection between class, caste, gender, culture, religion, and state has

been examined and analysed.

Development: Interaction between Migration and Development

Development is fundamentally a process of change that involves the whole society-its
economic, socio-cultural, political and physical structure as well as the value system and
way of life of the people. The concept of development has subjective, evaluative, and
objective empirical meanings. According to some theorists, development is a process of
change from a less desirable to a more desirable kind of society. The purpose of
development is to improve the quality of life and guarantee social justice by providing
equal opportunities to all sections of the population. Development encompasses not only
economic, but also social, political, cultural and attitudinal elements (K.C.Alexander,

1994).

According to Sharma (1986)

“The ultimate purpose of development is to provide everyone with ever increasing
opportunities for a better life. It therefore, requires an equitable distribution of income and
other social resources in order to promote justice and efficient production, to raise the level
of employment substantially, to expand and improve facilities for education, health,
nutrition, housing, social and cultural well-being.”

Notwithstanding the nobility of the above definitions of ‘development’, development in
terms of rise in instrumental rationality of individuals has taken precedence over
emancipatory rationality. The inequalities between different social groups, classes, castes
and genders is the result of a ‘Developmental model’ itself. The developmental models
give centrality to capitalist growth. This Capitalist growth tends to function at multiple
levels and sites, from global to national, regional and local levels emphasizing the role of
individual relationships. Beginning with the level of international flow of capital, both
labour and finance, neo-Marxist theories provide an explanation of the inequalities between

developed and underdeveloped countries.

The Latin American Marxist Paul Baran in his work ‘The Political Economy of

Underdevelopment” (1957) has used the concept of economic surplus and has examined



how it has been created and utilized in different social systems. According to Baran, the
nature of western capitalism is the main cause for which some countries remained
underdeveloped because it fails to improve materially the conditions of the people
inhabiting most backward areas. The kind of capitalism in these countries which he terms
as ‘dependent capitalism’ which creates conditions in which industrial production and
productivity remain low and the critical phase of surplus generation is not achieved. He
says that underdevelopment must be understood in the context of world capitalism, which
transformed the earlier feudal system and used the surplus for its own benefits. However,
the individuals profited from western capital but these benefits are few and far between,
while exploitation and stagnation was more because of the monopoly capitalism. Due to the
monopoly of capital the immense profits/surplus in the underdeveloped countries are
mainly drained away by the capitalists. Thus monopolistic market structures are the main
obstacles blocking the way of privately organized industrial expansion in underdeveloped
countries. He gives the example of the feudal mode of production in which the surplus
product is extracted from direct producers in the form of a ground rent levied upon them by
those who have established a legal right to an appropriation of the surplus. Thus, the direct
labour is extracted from the surplus that produced and appropriated by the monopoly of
merchant class, land-owning class. According to him, the failure of development is not the
result of original backwardness or a lack of capitalism. The real difficulties lie in the
existence of an imperialist structure of power in the world economy which places the
underdeveloped countries in a situation of dependency. Therefore, he gives importance to
the appropriate government policy to bring the changes in the society and to facilitate

economic growth.

Taking the debate on dependency capitalism further, A.G.Frank (1967) in his work
‘Capitalism and under Development in Latin America’ describes the underdevelopment of
the third world countries. Third world countries are underdeveloped mainly because of
parasitism within the third world countries and a drain of surplus to the advanced countries.
His theory is based on the Baran’s formulation of the impossibility of capital accumulation
within a closed capitalist system. He develops this theory by presenting the chain of
metropolis-satellite or centre-periphery relations, which is the major defining feature of the

present world-system of in the form of capitalism. According to Frank, the metropolis-
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satellite relationship has its origin in the colonial period, when the conqueror implanted new
cities in the third world with an aim to facilitate the transfer of economic surplus to the
western countries. Further his study shows that the national capital cities then became the
satellites of the western metropolis. This metropolis-satellite relationship however is not
restricted at the international level only because it penetrates to the regional and local levels
of the third world countries as well. Therefore, just as the national capitals have become the
satellites of the western metropolises, so these satellites immediately become the colonial
metropolis with respect to the provincial cities, which in turn have local cities as satellites
surrounding them. A whole chain of constellation of metropolises and satellites is
established to extract economic surplus from third world villages to local capitals, from
regional capitals to national capitals and finally to the cities in western countries. The
metropolis expropriates economic surplus from its satellites and appropriates it for its own
economic development. The satellites in return remain underdeveloped and perpetually

dependent for lack of access to their own surplus.

He said that once a country or a people are converted into the satellite of an external
capitalist metropolis, the exploitative metropolis-satellite structure quickly comes to
organize and dominate the domestic political and social life of the people. The
contradictions of capitalism are created on the domestic levels and come to generate
tendencies towards development in the national metropolis and towards underdevelopment
in its domestic satellites. The exploitative form of the relationship between metropolis and
satellite emerges within the underdeveloped formation as a direct result of capitalist
penetration. Thus, according to Frank indigenous development can be possible only by the

removal of capitalist penetration.

Samir Amin (1974) in his study ‘Accumulation on a World Scale’ argues that
underdevelopment is not lack of development. It is the reverse side of the development of
the rich countries. The rich countries depend on the active exploitation of other countries
which renders the latter underdeveloped. Like other dependency theorists, he argues that the
global economy systematically favours the continued enrichment of advanced capitalist
countries (centre) at the expense of poor countries (periphery). The rich countries create an

international division of labor in which they subordinate and exploit other countries.
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Development in poor countries in this context tends to be a “Development of
Underdevelopment”. They undergo economic growth but in ways, which do not contribute
to long-term development. Their surpluses are expropriated by rich countries rather than

used locally.

Bringing the debate to recent developments in the decentralized form of accumulation, the
American Marxist geographer David Harvey (2005) in his study ‘A Brief History of Neo-
Liberalism’ hypothesizes that neo-liberalism is in the first instance a theory of political,
economic practices which proposes that human wellbeing can best be advanced by the
maximization of entrepreneurial freedom within an industrial framework characterized by
private property rights, individual liberty, free markets and free trade. According to him,
such an argument is highly ideological in nature and essentially de-politicises the nature of
capitalist accumulation under newly emerging conditions. Neo-liberalism is a condition in
which by decentralizing the sources and destinations of accumulation of capital, the
economic and cultural elites have resolved the perpetual question of capital accumulation
and reinvestment. Further he explained that neo-liberalization is a pattern of rising extreme
economic and social inequality between regions. Coastal urban areas, where industry and
finance are concentrated have become massive epicenters of economic power and activity,
sucking in surplus labor from agrarian hinterlands. As a result a pattern of economic and
social inequality begins which increases the industrial and capital within certain regions and

among certain groups.

The above discussion provides a substantive analysis of world capitalism and the location
of third world societies in it. The theory of surplus generation and its transfer from one
region to another makes the entire process unidirectional and raises the questions about the

role of state in third world countries.

India’s began its journey of development in the post independence era with the Nehruvian
approach on industrial growth which fuelled urbanisation. Agriculture and rural based
occupations would only supplement and feed into industrial growth. However, this model
of development instead of absorbing surplus rural labour into industrial employment only

provided limited opportunities thus giving rise to growing inequalities. Agricultural growth
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was constrained by the lack of adequate land reform implementation and in appropriate
green revolution technologies. Therefore, the selective nature of such interventions instead
of giving rise to the employment opportunities to the millions of landless and marginal
farmers only exacerbated their dependency on the welfare state. The assumption that the
process of industrialization would eventually become a pull factor for the agricultural
surplus labour did not get realized. The neglect of agriculture in a more inclusive manner
thus created conditions of distress and lack of employment in agriculture sector. Therefore,
the rural labour had to involuntarily migrate under the conditions of exploitation, low wages

and sub-optimal levels of human living.

Thus, research on migration studies indicated several factors that contributed towards
individual and collective deprivation. But now the question arises if the migrants’ fail to
improve their socio-economic conditions after their migration why does rural to urban
migration take place on massive scale in India? Some empirical studies on rural to urban
migration indicated that to some extent migration has contributed to the improvement of
socio-economic conditions of the migrants. (See VNP Sinhal987, Ram Nath Singh 1989, P.
Nayak 1993, Sruti Chaganti 2004 and Yadava 1998). These studies showed that the
migrants have improved their socio-economic conditions by repaying family debts,
purchasing land, constructing houses, buying household items and by giving education to
their children. Although there have been signs of improvement in the levels of living but the
migrants faced serious problems at the place of migration. Migrants are the most
exploitable and exploited segment of the urban labor force. They are prone to be exploited
by the middleman and the employers. However, another set of scholars indicated that the
migrants faced the problem of unemployment and low wages after their migration (Y.G.

Joshi 2004, Rogaly 2002 and Iyer 2004).

Quite a few geographers, economists, demographers and sociologists focused on the
factors, consequences and impact of migration. Very few studies have been conducted on
the intergenerational mobility among the migrants. Keeping the above issues in

consideration, the following objectives have been formulated for the purpose of this study.



Objectives

1. To examine the patterns of migration particularly the rural-urban migration and how it

has structured people’s livelihoods in the urban areas.

2. To examine the working conditions of the first and second generation migrants and to

assess their world view in the changed context.

3. To analyze the differential impact of migration on the second generation tribal and non

tribal migrants.

4. To understand the inter-generational mobility and its dynamics among the migrants in the

urban settings.

Rationale of the study

In order to fulfill the objectives, I have taken Bhadrak town of Odisha as my field site. The
secondary data indicates that among all the towns in Odisha, Bhubaneswar, Cuttack,
Sambalpur, Berhampur, Balasore, Puri and Rourkela come under the class-I towns. The
major class-II towns are Bhadrak, Bolangir, Jeypore, Jharsuguda, Sunabeda, Bargarh,
Bhawanipatna and Jatni while the major class-III towns of the state are Rayagada, Paradip,
Dhenkanal, Barbil, Keonjhar, and Parlakhemundi. It is noticed that the population of

Bhadrak town has gradually increased and it has doubled over a period of time.

Table No.1.1: Year wise total Population of Bhadrak Town

Year Total Population | Increase (In %)

1941 15,519 -

1951 18,755 20.85%
1961 25785 37.48%
1971 40487 57.01%
1981 60600 26.05%
1991 76390 20.95%
2001 92397 16.20%

Source: Bhadrak Municipality Office Report (2001).
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There is significant increase of population from 1991 onwards due to flow of in-migrants

and expanding nature and character of class II towns such as Bhadrak.

Apart from increasing rate of population, recently 23 industries have come up in Bhadrak
town which attract people from the other parts of the district to Bhadrak district. Therefore,
the slums are expanding near the industrial areas and main market. The increasing
population and industries in Bhadrak town indicated that the city possesses certain
characteristics that open up various job opportunities. Along with the industrial
development, a long line of sea-shore and two important rivers namely the Vaitarani and
the Salandi pass through the town. The land surrounding Bhadrak town is deep fertile black
soil. The people of this region took advantage of the availability of both water and soil for
the development of agriculture such as paddy, black gram, sunflower and groundnuts. Thus,
a large number of rice mills and oil mills have sprung up in Bhadrak town in the recent

years, which helped to transform the economic condition of the people in the city.

Thus, there are quite a few studies on class I towns but migration phenomenon of the class
IT towns has been less investigated. Therefore, in order to understand the increasing

migration process of class II towns, Bhadrak town has been selected for my study.

Selection of the Field

In Bhadrak town, two particular slums have been selected for the purpose of my study.
There are nine slums namely Adivasi colony slum (632), Saha pur slum (1114), Matha sahi
slum (568), Bagurai slum (1722), Elkha slum (980), Apartibindha slum (798), Mirzapur
slum (1439) Munda sahi slum (455) and Sankar pur slum (1029). Among several residential
colonies, I have selected Apartibindha old colony and Apartibindha new colony in
Apartibinda slum for my study because of its diversity in population in terms of caste and
class. Migrant population comprising different social groups have settled down here. The
migrants preferred to settle down in Apartibindha old colony and Apartibindha new colony
because these two colonies are very close to the main market of Bhadrak town. These
colonies have good access to bus stop, police station, bank, court, block office, postal office

and other governmental institutes like schools and colleges. District Industries Center



(DIC) office, state bank, Bhadrak Surya Sikha club and Satya Sai School are also located

close to these colonies

Methodology

My study relies on two sources of data i.e. primary sources and secondary sources. For the
collection of primary data, I used the methods of interview schedule, participant
observation, in-depth interviews and case studies. The interview schedule was designed to
collect primary data from my respondents which contained 4 sections. The Section I
included questions regarding migrants background at their native places such as place of
origin, landholding size, type of house, type of family, amenities of electricity, caste
system, education, occupation and wages of both the migrants and their parents. Section II
contained questions relating to the present socio-economic characteristics of the
respondents, causes and consequences of migration. Section III included the questions
regarding the socio-economic conditions of the second generation migrants at their
destination places such as patterns of migration, causes and consequences of migration. The
section IV included the questions regarding to the socio-economic conditions of the tribal

and the non-tribal migrants.

Six case studies among the first generation migrants have been collected to substantiate the
process of migration, patterns of settlement in Bhadrak town. Similarly four case studies
have also been collected to understand the causes, process and pattern of migration among
the second generation migrants. As part of observations, I frequently observed the day to
day life of the members and sometimes spending a few days with the migrants’ families
during different ceremonies and festivals to understand the family ties among the migrants’

families.

Data is also collected from in-depth interviews to explore various issues such as different
problems of migrants at their native places, sources of information about different places
for migration, reasons for settling down in Bhadrak town, problems encountered after their
migration, different government programmes available to them and so on. Following the
interview schedule, case studies, observation and interview schedules, two focused group

discussions (FGD) were conducted in each colony. Ten to fifteen migrants took part in each
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discussion. A checklist was used for both FGD and interview of the respondents to ensure
that all the major issues for my study are covered during data collection. I conducted my
fieldwork in Bhadrak district of Odisha, in two phases during December 2008 to August
2009 and February 2010 to June 2010.

Entry into the Field and Ethical Concerns

As has been described by many sociologists about their field encounters, the establishment
of rapport with the participants was a difficult task for me too. Therefore, in order to keep
myself ethically aware of their circumstances and not bring any untoward damage to them
through my research, both during and thereafter, I tried to engage with them in an ethically
responsible manner. Although our interactions began on more formal matters but my own
openness towards them like instances in which I explained to them the purpose of my
research, my own family background and my likes and dislikes, the gap between the
researcher and the subjects if not totally disappeared but certainly reduced. As the migrants
were working from 8 am to 5pm, so in order not to bring undue break in their work
schedule, I tried to visit their households post 5 pm. My point of entry into the inner lives of
my participants occurred through my increased proximity towards their children. After
building closeness with the children, the women folk of the households showed much less
resistance towards me. Slowly, I started staying till night to spend time with the migrants.
Though after several visits, the respondents were friendly with me but again I failed to get
information regarding the economic problems pertaining to their occupation because the
migrants feared that I may disclose their information to the Government officers. Further, I
tried to visit them regularly and engage with them in their different discussions, festivals
and ceremonies. I was able to collect information from them respondents by explaining

about my research and assured them that the information would not be disclosed anywhere.

In spite of building a good rapport, a few respondents were reluctant to provide any
information about their work place and their jobs other than their household information.
Even during my interaction with the female migrants of the household, the male members
did not let them disclose any information about their job and the difficulties at their work

place. It was because they feared that they might lose their job, if they provide any
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information against their owner. The respondents who provided me some information
regarding their work places and contractors, they forbade me to mention their names in
front of their owners. As no outsiders were allowed to enter into some of the factories, so to
get information from the zip-manufacturing factory, I had to enter into the factory as a

friend of my respondent.

Selection of the Household

For selection of the households, first I did a preliminary survey of the households on the
basis of years of migration, place of origin and economic activity of the households. After
categorizing the households into three groups, purposive sampling method was adopted for
selection of the households. As the study was undertaken to understand the inter-
generational mobility among the migrants, therefore, both the first and second-generation
migrants were included as part of the research design. Accordingly, 85 households among
the first generation migrants and 43 second generation respondents have been part of this
study. Various criteria was adopted for the selection of 85 migrant households such as
diverse caste composition, poor economic conditions and respondents who settled down

more than 10 years after migration from different districts of Odisha.

Among the first generation migrants, I have selected only those households, who had
migrated to these two colonies since more than 10 years from different districts, the
households comprising two generations and the households from the low occupations. In
the case of second-generation migrants, I have selected those respondents who have
migrated to states outside Odisha rather than the other districts within Odisha. The data was
collected from the second-generation migrants during their occasional visit to their
hometown, as well as one particular site, i.e. Hyderabad where several second-generation

migrants have migrated.

The study was conducted in two phases. In my first phase, I have collected socio-
demographic data regarding the age, family size, educational levels, landholdings,
occupation, drinking water facilities, health care etc. To get insights in terms of economic

situation, the living conditions and the quality of life at their native places and at their
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destination places after their migration, data were collected both from the male and female

migrants.

Apart from the 85 respondents, in the second phase, extensive interviews were taken from
the factory staff, which includes the zip-manufacturing factory supervisor, rice mill
manager, head masons and contractors. To get insights about the occupational problems
which the migrants always face at their workplace and the remuneration pattern, I
interviewed three head masons and three contractors. Data was collected on the recruitment
practices of the companies, remuneration pattern, and facilities provided to the migrants’
workers and the migrants’ participation in factory associations, Data regarding different
programmes and policies particularly implemented by the Government for the migrants
labour were also collected from the municipality chairman, councilor, labour officers and
local MLA. Similarly, in order to know the district health interventions for the migrant
workers, 1 conducted in-depth interviews with the municipality chairman, Anganwadi
workers, and 2 local health personnel. In this study, there were 5 key informants of whom
two were landlords (who own houses), one rickshaw puller, one advocate and one doctor.

Table No.1.2: Different Categories of Respondents

Categories of Respondents No. of Respondents

Total household from first generations 85
Total respondents from second generations
Parents of first generation respondents

I
w

District Industry Center officers
Health personnel

Angawadi worker

Labour officers

Local M.L.A.
Councilor
Municipality Chairman
Factory managers

Head masons

Contractors
Total

QW[ WO N[ |= =[N = NN ©

—

Source: Field Work Data, 2009-2010.
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Along with the primary data, secondary data is gathered from different published and
unpublished documents like newspapers reports, books, journals, magazines and annual
reports of the district labor office, district industries center (DIC), Sahitya Sanskrutika
Parisad of Bhadrak, NGO reports and reports from the block chairman office. To
understand the Government policies implemented for the migrant workers, available policy
documents were collected from the municipality offices and labor offices. In order to
understand statistics of the migrant workers, documents have been collected from Bhadrak
statistical office. All the data and materials were collected in the local language of the

region and later translated into English.

Introducing the Field in Odisha Context

The research was undertaken in Bhadrak District of Odisha because of the backwardness of
this region, high rate of unemployment and migration drove me to choose Odisha and
Bhadrak district as my field site. The familiarity with the language was an advantage for me

to build good rapport with the respondents and to conduct study in Odisha.

Odisha state has rich natural resources in the form of vast mineral deposits, forest, fertile
land, plentiful surface and ground water resources, and long coastline. Despite the abundant
natural resources, lopsided development leads the state of Odisha to become one of the
poorest states of the country (Odisha state development report, http://planning
commission.nic.in). The backwardness is demonstrated through its low human development
indicators, with the high percentage (47.15%) of its rural population living below poverty
line. Compared to other states in India, Odisha is one of the least urbanized states in terms
of urbanization. Odisha was hardly urban in 1951 with 4.06% of its population in towns. In
the following decade, urbanization expanded slowly, rising to 8.4% in 1971, 11.79% in
1981, 13.43 % in 1991 and 14.97% in 2001. In terms of educational status also, Odisha is
backward compared to the national level, as its average literacy rate is only 63.61%. One of
the major reasons for the backwardness of Odisha is its agrarian base and even today more
than 70% of the population is dependent on agriculture for their livelihood (Pattnaik, 2004).
Mohanty (1986) also pointed out that in Odisha only 16% of the area under cultivation is
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irrigated as against 75% in Punjab and 25 percent in the country as a whole, which

demonstrates the backwardness of the state.

The main occupation of majority of the people in Odisha is agriculture, which provides
employment to about 80% of the population, and contributes to 70% of the state’s gross
domestic product. The average per capita annual food grain production is 245 kgs (1988-
92) with an annual increase of 2.6% between 1970-73 and 1989-92. Farmers own less than
2 hectares of land, which account for 75% of the land holdings, and cultivate less than 40%
of the cultivable land. The annual per capita income in 1990-91 was Rs 1615, which is the
second lowest in the country. As per Census 2001, the total number of workers in the state
is roughly 14.3 million. The proportion of male workers to male population and female
workers to female population in 2001 stood at 52.5% and 24.7% respectively. The
backwardness of Odisha is not only found through the cultivable land and from the total
annual income but backwardness of the state can also be seen through the birth rate and
infant mortality rate. Odisha had the highest infant mortality rate in the country in the year
2001 at 97/1000 live births. This is much higher than the national average of 71/1000 live
births. This means that 86,000 infants are dying in the state each year. Even with the
backwardness of Odisha, the rural to urban migration rate is very high in Odisha compared
to the other states which is 10.97% placing it in second position after Haryana (Please see

the Table No.2.1, in chapter 2).

Odisha comprises of 30 districts. Pattnaik (2004), in his comparative study among the
districts of Odisha shows the regional inequality that exists among the districts. The class I
towns are the coastal towns of Odisha and major employment providers because of their
non-agricultural activities. Therefore there is a continuous migration of population from
these class II and class III towns to class I towns. Thus class I towns are all located in
Costal Odisha which have more agricultural productivity its linkage with other activities
and provides employment. Inequality in terms of development also exists in Odisha.
Among all the districts Khurda, Cuttack, Puri, Baleswar and Ganjam and two districts from
the highland region namely, Sundergarh and Sambalpur are characterized as developed or
advanced districts and the most urbanized districts in the State. On the other side, the KBK

region which consists of eight districts namely, Kalahandi and Nuapada (forming part of
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undivided Kalahandi) Bolangir and Sonepur (forming part of undivided Bolangir) and
Koraput, Malkangirri, Nawarangpur and Rayagada (forming part of undivided Koraput) in
the southwestern part of Odisha are also considered to be among the most backward
districts in the country. They have been facing recurring drought and famine like situations,
which have led to distress and migration of the poor during the non-agricultural seasons.
Thus one could infer that a large share of development, took place in the costal districts of
Odisha leaving the inland districts of Odisha into an obvious state of deprivation. Though
the inland districts are rich in natural resources but it has failed to bring the development in
the inland hilly districts of Odisha and is the main reason behind migration during the non-

agricultural seasons (www.planningcommission.nic.in).

Migration in Odisha

Poverty and migration have always been interrelated in Odisha as in different parts of the
country. The poverty profile shows that poverty rate is higher in Odisha than in rest of the
states of India. The data indicates that in the year 1999-2000, the percentage of people
living below the poverty line in Odisha was 47.15% whereas it was 42.6% in Bihar.
(http//planningcommission.nic.in) As high percentage of people were living below the
poverty line, so seasonal migration has become an important livelihood strategy for many
Odiyas. The tribal and the backward classes in rural Odisha are always struggling for their
basic needs especially food. In paddy region, after the harvest, the landless labourers and
workers who are engaged in paddy field become jobless and hardly get any opportunity in
their villages or non-agricultural jobs to survive. So when there is no agricultural activity,
some of the farmers leave their villages and start their journey to the neighbouring states for
working in hotels, in construction and in weaving. The main cause of migration in Odisha is
when workers do not get suitable options for employment in their own state. Therefore,
there is some expectation of improvement in the circumstances through migration. The
improvement is not only for better opportunities or higher wages but also maximization of
family employment or to increase the incomes or consumption over the year. Given this
situation, labour migration occurs due to wage differences between the home and

destination place (www.ezinearticles.com).
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Description of the Specific Study Area of the Bhadrak District

The Bhadrak district in Odisha consists of one subdivision and six tahasils like Bhadrak,
Chandabali, Dhamangar, Basudevpur, Tihidi, Banta and it has seven block. They are
Bhadrak, Banta, Basudebpur, Tihidi, Chandabali, Dhamanagar, Bhandaripokhari and one
municipality such as Bhadrak and one Notified Area Council (NAC)-its Basudevpur.

Bhadrak is an administrative district of Odisha with the geographical area of 2,787.9 sq.
kms. Bhadrak district is situated at a distance of 125 km from the state capital,
Bhubaneswar. Presently, it forms one of the northern districts of Odisha lying to the east of
Indian sub-continent. Due to the close proximity to west Bengal, Bhadrak is mainly
influenced with Bengali language, culture and tradition. The district headquarter is beside
the river Salandi and the N.H.-5 runs through the city. Bhadrak district extends from 20.43
N to 21.13 N latitude and 86.16 E to 87.0 E longitudes on the eastern coast of Odisha. It is
bounded by the Bay of Bengal on the east, district of Balasore on the north, Keonjhar on the
west, Jajpur and Kendrapara on the south. Salandi, Baitarani, Mantei, Genguti, Koochila,
Reba and Kapali are the different rivers which pass throughout the Bhadrak district.
Formerly it was a Sub-Division of undivided Balasore District. In 1828, when Balasore was
made a separate district, Bhadrak became one of its sub-division. Bhadrak sub-division was
undivided from Balasore district and later Bhadrak became a new district on 1% April 1993

(www.en.wikipedia.org).

Bhadrak is one of the smallest districts compared to other districts of Odisha. Though small
in size, the district is thickly populated. The demographic records says that the population
of the new district has reached 13, 32,249 by the year 2001. Out of this, the female and
male ratio is 49% and 51%. It constitutes 3.63% of the total population of the state and
Bhadrak occupies the 13" place. The Table No. 1.3 indicates that the population in Bhadrak
district constitutes not only the upper caste but also the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe. Among the total population, scheduled tribe constitutes the lowest percentage of
population. The literacy rate of Bhadrak district shows the male literacy rate is highest than

the female literacy rate.
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Table No.1.3: Socio and Demographic Profile of Bhadrak District.

Geographical areain | 2 505 sq.kms

sq.kms (1.61% of the total area of the state) Percentage

No of Tahasils 6 -

Total Blocks 7 -

Towns 3 -

Municipalities 1 -

No of 193 -

Grampanchayats

No of villages 1311 -

Inhabited 1243 -

Un habited 68 -

Total population 13,32,249 (3.26% of district -
population to state)

Male 676000 50.74%

Female 658000 49.39%

Scheduled Castes 2,86,723 21.52%

(S.0)

Scheduled Tribes 25,141 1.88%

(S.T)

Decennial growth rate 20.61%

(1991-2001)

Literacy rate 843000 73.68%

Male 488000 85.44%

Female 355000 63.62%

Rural population 1193000 89.42%

Urban population 141000 10.58%

Source: 2001 Census Report of Odisha.

Among the total population of Bhadrak district, the non workers constitute highest
percentage where as the total workers is only 29%. However compare to main workers, the

percentage of marginal workers constitute very less percentage that is 6.27%.
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Table No.1.4: Total Workers at Bhadrak District

Total workers 3,85,119 28.90%
(% of the total population of Bhadrak district)
Main workers 3,01,570 22.63%
Marginal workers 83,549 6.27%
Non-workers 9,48,630 71.20%
(% of the total population of Bhadrak district)
Cultivators 1,63,799 12.29%
Agricultural labourers 53,918 4.04%
Forestry, fishing 5,641 0.42%
Mining & quarrying 310 0.02%

Source: 2001 Census Report Odisha.

The language spoken by the people is Odiya mostly, though some people speak Urdu.
Bhadrak is also home to Ferro Alloys Corporation limited (FACOR) and Dhamara port.
FACOR is one of the largest manufacturers of quality Ferro Chrome in the country with an
investment or turnover of 190 crores and employs 490 workers. Dhamara port, which is an
upcoming newly built mega port in the district. The East Coast railway running beside the
headquarters town has made the place a big trade centre from long time past. A long line of
seashore and two important rivers, namely the Vaitarani and the Salandi, wash the soil of

this region.

The district of Bhadrak depends much on agriculture for its livelihoods. About 79% of its
population lives on agriculture. The soil condition in Bhadrak was mostly conducive for
agriculture. Bhadrak was divided into three natural divisions i.e. the coastal belt comprising
parts of modern Basudevpur, Tihiri and Chandabali block. Secondly, the sub-mountain
region comprising parts of modern Bant block. Between them a zone of highly fertile land
intersected by a network of rivers known as central alluvial plains comprising modern
Dhamnagar, Bhandaripokhari and Bhadrak blocks. The lands fell primarily under three

main divisions according to their situation viz-
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a. Jala or the low-lands retaining rain water on which winter rice was grown.

b. Kala or high lands round the village homesteads devoted to vegetables, jute and
cotton etc.

c. Pala or river-side lands suitable for growing tobacco, cotton, mustard and other rabi

crops.

The agricultural lands of Bhadrak on the river side had natural fertilization almost every
year due to the silt deposited by the rivers during seasonal floods. The rotation of crops also
gave the peasants an important means to preserve the productivity of the soil. Apart from it,
the peasants of Bhadrak used dried and rotten fishes as manures in their lands. Cow dung is

however, the most important manure for the peasants.

Irrigation of lands: Bhadrak as a part of coastal Odisha is a land of abundant rainfall.
Never the less the use of artificial irrigation to supplement rain and flood are also used for
cropping. Vapi (wells), Tatala (ponds), Sarah (tanks) and Puskarini (reservoirs) are also
constructed for bathing as well as irrigational purposes. In low laying tracts water is taken
from the small streams and creeks for irrigation by means of tenda (bamoo water-lift) and
sena or janta (a sort of basket made of split bamoo). The peasants are also known to have

made use of canal irrigation whenever necessary.

Production of Crops: In Bhadrak various crops like cereals, pulses, oil seeds, fiber-crops
and other miscellaneous crops are produce. Cereals are most important crop produced.
Among the cereals, rice was the predominant crop in Bhadrak. It was the staple crop which
occupied 91% of the net-cropped area. Rice in Bhadrak district is divided into three types
viz: Baily, Sarada and Dalua. Of these three varieties, the sarada is the principal crop,
which covered 96% of the total areas under rice cultivation. Apart from cereals, various
kinds of pulses are produced in Bhadrak district. They are muga (phaseolus mungo) biri
(phaseolus radiates), kulthi or kolatha (dolichos biflorus), chana (pani cum millacium)

maka (maize) and barguri (a description of bean).

Industry: Although agriculture formed the main feature of the economic life of the people
but Bhadrak like other parts of Odisha also witnesses the development of various industries.

There are few industries in Bhadrak, which are based on various agricultural products.
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Important among them are rice industry, sugar industry, oil mills, rope making industry,
sugar or gur industry in Dhamanagar. The women are also engaged in making ropes of
hemps, coir and jungle grass are supplied to markets for sale. Pottery is another profession
among most of the villagers among the particular caste like Kumbharas who make different
types and varieties of cooking utensils dishes, cups, saucers, pots, jugs, and lamps of

various designs, bowls, vases and other articles are manufactured by Kumbharas.

In Bhadrak district, there is great demand for dry fisher as two ports are situated in Bhadrak
district. Most of the villagers near the seashore areas are largely engaged in dry fish
industries. The fishermen like Keuta and Gokha are the particular castes who are mainly

involved in this occupation.

Mat weaving and basket making is another occupation among castes such as Doms and
Panas. Palm leaf umbrellas, hoods and hats are made by the Chamaras which are used by
the cultivators in the fields during the summer and rainy seasons. Milk and various milk
products like curd, cheese, ghee and butter are prepared by the particular caste like Gopal

and Gauda caste people (DIC report, 2001).
As my study is confined only Bhadrak town, so profile of it is provided below.
Brief Background of Bhadrak Town

The geographical area of Bhadrak town is 314.02 ha of which 801 ha come under cultivable
area, 4,594 ha land put to non agricultural uses, 43 ha is barren and uncultivable lands and
there is no forest land. The climate of Bhadrak town is generally hot with high humidity
during summer and is generally dry except during the southwest monsoon. Humidity of the
town generally ranges from 30 to 35% during summer and 70 to 80% during monsoon. The

rainfall during June to October constitutes at least 75% of the actual rainfall of this district.
Demographic Characteristics of Bhadrak Town

This part deals with the details regarding the growth of population, religious composition of

the inhabitants, proportion of literates and occupational activities. According to the 2001

census, Bhadrak town have a total population of 92,515 (69.36%) of the total population of

Bhadrak district. From the total population, the town has 52% (48,063) males and 48%
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(44,452) females. Among the total population in Bhadrak town 6,723 (7.26%) consists of
SC population and 2,240 (2.42%) consists of ST population.

According to the 2001 census data report, Bhadrak town has 73 percent literate population.
Out of 73% literate population, 80% literates are males and 65% are females. In Bhadrak
town, there are many educational institutions where professional and postgraduate courses
are taught. In the town, there are 38 primary schools, 17 upper primary schools and 19
secondary schools in total where 469 teachers are working. The total numbers of students in
schools are 22,592. The student teacher ratio in schools is 48:1. Besides the large number of
schools in the town, there are three Graduate colleges namely Bhadrak College, Bhadrak
Womens College and Bhadrak Charampa College. Apart from the three colleges, there is an
Industrial Training Institute in Bhadrak and a newly established engineering college namely
Barapada Engineering college which provides technical education. In Bhadrak town, the
total number of workers are 25,002 and 67,513 are non-workers. From the total number of

workers 22,219 are main workers and 2,783 are marginal workers.

In Bhadrak town, there are total 10 medicals and nursing homes and 3 cinema theaters in
Bhadrak town. From the total medical/nursing homes, there are 2 government hospitals
namely Bhadrak Govt Hospital and Unani Hospital. In Bhadrak town, a number of
industrial and other enterprising activities have boomed. There are 23 small and large-scale
industries, which are providing employment opportunities to approximately 2,000 people of

Bhadrak town.

Bhadrak town has one major industrial zone called the Charampa Zone in the Eastern side
of Bhadrak. Bhadrak town has a high potential market of its own. People of adjoining
towns depend on the Bhadrak market due to its strategic connectivity by surface transport.
The transport facilities help the entrepreneurs to market their products in other cities like
Kolkata, Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. The major commercial and trading activities take place
in the areas of Charampa market (Southern part of the town), Kacheri Bazar (heart of the
town) of Bhadrak town and Banta Chaka market. These areas are known as the core-trading
centers of the town. Charampa market is the largest market where agricultural equipments,
diesel engine, machinery spare parts, automobile spare parts and domestic requirements etc

are sold. The Banta Chaka market is famous for groceries and other products like wall
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paint, cement and TMT steel and Kacheri (public notary) market is famous for the
agricultural products such as grains, pulses, vegetables, fertilizers and leathers etc. These
three markets located in Bhadrak town indicate that the job opportunities are reasonably

high particularly for carrying, loading and unloading the goods.

The pre-liberalisation period that is 1993, Bhadrak district was undivided, the industrial
centers were very less and the communication facility was very poor. After Bhadrak district
separated from the Balasore district, the bus services have increased and the town buses run
throughout the small towns and villages. There are mainly five bus stands viz, the new bus
stand at Bypass, the old bus stand nearby Kacheri Bazaar, the Bantha Chaka bus stand
which gives connectivity to intra and inter city services. Charampa bus stand and Tahasil
road bus stand remain connected to each other. The development of transport and
communication has also influenced migrants remarkably. The means of transport and
communication helped in the flow of inter district and interstate migration and it shows an
increase of workers. According to VNP Sinha (1987), the development of transport and
communication decides volume and direction of migration. Previously migrants used to
confine their movement to short distances because of least developed transport facilities but
these days transport facility has made almost all areas accessible and reduce short distance

migration.

Thus, after choosing Bhadrak town and after getting information about different colonies, I

selected Apartibindha and Apartibindha new colony for conducting the study.
Description of Apartibindha Old Colony

Apartibindha old colony is located in Bhadrak town approximately one kilometer away
from the district headquarters of Bhadrak. The Salandi River surrounds the west side of the
Apartibindha old colony. The south side of the colony is linked with the Apartibindha new
colony. In the colony, there are three roads that are connected to the other colonies. One
road from the colony connects the Kacheri market, national highway, bus stand, railway
station and the district hospital. The road in the other end connects to Apartibindha new

colony, Elkha, Mirjapur and Kurkura whereas the last road connects to Banka Sahi, Santhia

22



women’s college, Gardapur and to the court. The administrative categorization of the

colony shows that the colony is situated one km north from the district headquarters.

The colony has about 345 households and the total population of the colony according to
2001 census report is 3,092. Out of 345 households, 81 households belonged to scheduled
caste, eight households belonged to scheduled tribe and 256 households belong to the other
castes. The total numbers of migrants households reside in Apartibindha old colony are
122. From 122 migrant households, 94 households have settled down in this colony for
more than 10 years from which 57 households are from outside district and the remaining
37 households are within the district. Out of 122 migrants’ households, 53 migrant
households have been selected based on their migration profile i.e. all of them are form

outside the district.

Table No.1.5: Caste Composition of the Apartibindha Old Colony

Caste Total no of Households | Study Respondents
Brahmin 40 (11.59%) 4
Khandayat 62 (17.97%) 2
Karan 30 (8.70%) 5
Kumbhara 84 (24.35%) 8
Badhei 5 (1.45%) -
Gauda 10 (2.90%) 4
Mochi 45 (13.04%) 8
Dhoba 5 (1.45%) -
Keuta 7 (2.03%) 4
Pana 24 (6.96%) 7
Bania 4 (1.16%) -
Teli, 15 (4.35%) 1
Radhi 6 (1.74%) 2
Scheduled tribe 8 (2.32%) 8
Total 345 53

Source: Field Work Data, 2009-2010.

The caste composition of the old colony shows that the colony is mainly pre dominated by
the people of Kumbara caste i.e. 84 households. Their number is so large compared to other
castes that this colony is mainly known as Kumbhara Sahi rather than Apartibindha colony.
The second largest caste group in the colony is Khandayat, which consists of 62 households

and the third largest group in the colony are the Mochi caste having 45 households. The
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Brahmins are very less compared to the Khandayat having 40 households. One can notice
that the domination of the Khandayat caste in the municipality politics. The history of
previous elections of Apartibindha old colony shows that it is the Khandayat caste group

who had always been elected for the municipality chairman election.

The caste composition of 53 migrants household shows that Mochi caste and Kumbhara
caste are the largest group among the migrants in Apartibindha new colony. Similarly,
Kumbhara, Pana and Scheduled Tribe consists of more in number compare to Khandayat,
Karan, Brahmin, Gauda, Keuta, Teli and Radhi castes. According to the Odisha gazette, the
Brahmin, Khandayat and Karana are considered as the general caste category and the
Kumbhara, Gauda, Teli and Radhi comes under the other backward caste category. The
Keuta, Mochi, Pana and Hadi constitute the scheduled caste category. Among all these
scheduled caste groups, the Keuta caste is considered as ritually pure caste group whereas
the Pana and Mochi caste group are considered as ritually impure caste group because of

their occupation.

Traces of purity and pollution can be clearly seen among the migrants in Apartibindha old
colony. It has been observed that every caste resides in separate segment. The practice of
untouchability still exists in the colony. Due to the existing untouchability, migrants
belonging to higher castes do not enter the houses of lower castes. It is seen that during the
Ganesh puja and Saraswati puja, the lower caste migrants’ people are not allowed to
participate. Caste solidarity is found among the women in the colony. During the time of
Laxmi Puja, which is conducted for enhancement of their wealth, the female households
from the upper caste do not touch the lower caste people because of the fear that the mere
touch of the lower caste people will impede the growth in their wealth. Even with this
notion, the upper caste females do not collect flowers for Puja from the lower caste houses

and do not touch the lower caste people for seven days until the end of the Laxmi Puja.

Caste conflict and the domination of the upper castes is prevalent among the migrants. To
explain the upper caste dominant attitude with that of the lower caste during my study in the

Apartibindha old colony, a narrative is presented.
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A 12-year-old boy, belonging to the Pana caste, went for grazing his cows to a field nearby
the agricultural land of the higher caste people. It was winter and the month of Laxmi puja.
When he went with his cows for grazing in the fields, he plucked some newly grown rice
seeds from the paddy field belong to the higher castes. But unfortunately he was caught by
the owner. The owner and his brother beat the boy black and blue and dragged him to his
parents to solve the issue. The owner demanded 2000 rupees from his parents as a fine for
the crime done by the boy. The reasons for beating the little boy and claiming the fine was
not the theft but the superstition that from the next year onwards they won’t be able to
collect good amount of rice as the lower caste boy had touched them and brought curse.

Thus, the above case describes that the caste restrictions which are strictly followed among
the upper caste people. Caste consciousness is not only found regarding food consumption

or at the time of entry into the lower castes houses but also persists in terms of touch.

The literacy rate of 53 migrants shows that 12 migrants are illiterate, nine have primary
education, 21 migrants have secondary education, seven respondents have higher secondary
education and only four migrants have intermediate and further education. The data on the

children’s education shows that all the migrants provide education to their children.

In Apartibindha old colony, there is one non-Governmental English medium school and one
non-Governmental Odiya medium school. The Odiya medium school is run by the colony
club. The Odiya medium school gives free education to the poor children till 5" standard.
All the migrants send their children to these two schools. When the children complete their
primary education, they were sent to Bank school for upper primary education and

Government Girls high school and Government Boys high school for secondary education.
Economy of the Colony

The migrants’ in Apartibindha old colony are mainly engaged in petty business,
construction work and industrial work. From the total 53 migrants households, 21 are
engaged in Petty business, 19 are engaged in industrial work and only 13 are engaged in
construction work. The migrants who are engaged in different business, eight Kumbhara
caste migrants are engaged in both pottery and agricultural work, four migrants who are
from the fishing community (Keuta caste) have their own stalls where they sell fish and

work both in Bhadrak and Dhamara port.
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Selling milk is the main occupation of the Gauda caste group. Though, the Gauda caste
depends on their traditional occupation but they are engaged in business too. The female
members of this caste group play the main role of holding their traditional caste based
occupation such as rearing cows and selling milk from door to door both in the morning and

evening.

In case of the Radhi caste group, the main occupation is to make flattened rice and puffed
rice. In the present time, none of the migrant households in Apartibindha old colony are
relying on their traditional occupations. For instance: the Radhi caste groups in

Apartibindha old colony are engaged in industrial work.

However, the traditional occupation of the Teli caste groups who used to produce oil but at
present none of the migrants depend on their traditional occupation. The migrants are

engaged in the oil mill in Charampa for their livelihood.

In case of the Keuta caste, the traditional occupation is to catch fish and sell them. Dhamara
port and Chandabali port are the main reasons for the continuation of their traditional
occupation. Neither they do any agricultural activity nor do they join in any other
occupation. Two households of this caste have fish shops in the Bhadrak market whereas
the remaining two households are working as fishermen in the Dhamara port. When there is
no work in the Dhamara port during the rainy season, they earn money by catching fish
from the Salandi River and selling them in Kacheri market. This caste group neither wants
to leave their traditional occupation nor accepts any other occupation. In this occupation,
not only the male migrants are engaged but also the whole family members work together.
The parents engage their children in their occupation from their childhood, so that they can
carry forward their traditional occupation. The school going children in this caste group

from a very early age stop their education and get engaged in their traditional occupation.

The Mochi caste is considered as the most backward caste among all the caste groups. The
Mochi castes in the colony mainly migrate from the Barampur and Koraput district and all
are engaged in their traditional occupations. Mochis are considered as the most backward
caste among the other castes in the colony. All the eight households are engaged in

repairing shoes in the Kacheri market. As all the households have migrated from the
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western part of Odisha, Odiya language with western odisha regional accent and broken
Telugu are the main communicative languages among them. It is seen that the children of
this caste group do not prefer to work within the same shop of their parents, as they desire
to earn money by their own and spend it according to their wish. Just at the age of 10 or 15,
they start their separate business. The female members in this caste group do not help their

husbands in their shoe work and mainly engage in stitching mattresses work at their home.

Like the Mochi caste, the Pana caste is also considered the most backward caste. Out of
seven Pana caste migrants, five migrants are engaged in construction work and only two
migrants are engaged in the municipality office. The female migrants of this caste group are

either working as a sweeper or in the chain factory.

Apart from the above caste categories, there are eight tribal households residing in this
colony. All the scheduled tribes have migrated from Keonjhar district. The tribal migrants

in this colony are mainly engaged in construction work and in different industry.

Thus, in most of the occupations like the Mochi work, fishing work and Pottery the whole
family members work together. These caste groups want to neither leave their traditional
occupation nor accept any other occupation. The parents also engage their children in their
occupation from their childhood, so that they can carry forward their traditional occupation.
The school going children in this caste group from a very early age stop their education and

get engaged in their traditional occupation.
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Table No.1.6: Caste wise Distribution of Migrants

Caste-wise No. of | Traditional Current Occupation
distribution | Households | Occupation
of migrants
Kumbhara 8 Pottery Pottery and agriculture
Keuta 4 Fishing Fishing and fish shop
Teli 1 Producing oil Engage in oil mill
Radhi 2 To make flattened | Work in different
rice company
Gauda 4 Selling milk Selling milk
Mochi 8 To repair shoe To repair shoe
Pana 7 To clean the toilet | Construction work
and dead bodies
of the animal
ST 8 Coolie work Agricultural work and
construction work

Source: Field Work Data, 2009-2010.

Types of Household

In Apartibindha old colony, out of 53 migrants’ households, 25 migrants have katcha
houses, 17 migrants have semi pucca houses and six have pucca houses. The katcha houses
are made with wood, bamboo and mud. In the semi Pucca houses, the floor and walls are
pucca and the roof is made up of grass, raw grains and tile. All the houses have open
verandahs in the front side, and the roofs of katcha houses are slightly raised from the

ground level.

Tube well, river and taps are recognized as main sources of water among the 53 migrants.
Out of 53 migrants’ household, 49 migrants have no personal tube well and tap connection
in their houses. In Apartibindha old colony, there is one river namely Salandi and three
government tube wells. The migrants’ households who have no personal water facilities

depend upon the river, Government tube well and neighbours house.

Out of 53 migrant households, 38 household’s live joint family system and 15 households
live in nuclear family. The existence of joint family system is more found among the
families where there is only son and have old parents. However, joint family is survived in

almost all castes but it is stronger among the Kumbharas and Mochis caste. In case of the
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Kumbhara families there is often more demand of old parents, as they are the ones who sell
the pots in the market. The nuclear family system is mainly found in a family where there is
more than one son. Marriage plays an important role for the nuclear family. The data
indicates that once all sons are married, the joint family breaks into nuclear family. No

migrants’ household in the colony are found where the parents stay alone.

It has been noticed that in Apartibindha old colony none of the migrants marry from the
migrants’ household. The parents do not want to get married their children from the same
colony because of their notion that if they will get married their son or daughter in the same
colony then their children’s marriage life will be disturbed. Therefore, the parents mainly
prefer to search matches from their villages. Most of the migrants generally prefer to do
their children’s marriage at their villages because of high expenditure and no space to
celebrate marriage at the place of migration. Only very few migrants celebrate their
children’s marriage in Bhadrak town. Those who cannot afford money for their children’s
marriage also resort to temple marria