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ABSTRACT

Most part of this thesis is devoted to the study of nonclassical behavior of new states ol

radiation field and on how these states can be produced in practice. A summary of Un-

important properties of the nonclassical states is presented in the introductory Chapter.

In Chapter 2, the following new class of states ol the electromagnetic field are intro-

duced:

i) | Q,??7 > = ,Vo'm | Q >, where | Q > is a coherent state and 77? is an integer and

A% the normalisation constant. This state can be called as photon added coherent

state as the coherent state is being acted on by the photon creation operator QT:

ii) the field in the photon added thermal state. The density operator for the field in

such a state is given by p oc a^"le~Aa aam where A is related to the average photon

number and m is an integer;

iii) the state | x[\p > + = (a^b^ )p exp((*ab— (a^b*) | 0,0 > which adds pairs of photons

to the two mode squeezed vacuum state and the state | (/'• P >- — {o-b)p exp(("ab —

£a-b<) I 0.0 > which subtracts pairs oi photons from the two mode squeezed

vacuum state.

Various mathematical and physical properties of the field in the above mentioned states

are studied in detail. Mandel's Q parameter, which is a measure of the sub-Poissonian

statistics, the variance for one of field quadratures, the quadrature distribution, various

quasiprobability distributions such as Glauber-Sudarshan P function. VVigner function

and Q function, are studied.

Various schemes to generate these states are discussed in Chapter 3. These states

can be produced in practice via state reduction methods. We consider the passage of the

excited two level atoms through a micromaser cavity. The interaction of the atom with
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the cavity field is described by the Hamiltonian hg | c X g | a + h.c. Suppose after a

short time we make the measurement and find the atom in the ground state, then the

state of the field is reduced to photon added coherent state or to photon added thermal

state depending on whether the field was initially in the coherent or in the thermal state.

Alternatively these states can also be produced via parametric amplification in which the

signal 'a' mode and the idler '6' mode exhibit strong correlation. Assuming the signal

field is initially in the coherent (thermal) state it is shown that the output signal field

is reduced to photon added coherent (thermal) state when the idler mode is detected in

the Fock state.

The concept of nonclassical properties of a radiation field can be best understood in

terms of the P function, P{a), that gives a quasiprobability distribution in the phase

space for a quantum state. The density operator of the radiation field can be expanded

in terms of the diagonal coherent states as p = JP(a) \ a >< a | cPa. This quasiprob-

ability distribution function P(a) can assume negative values, can become singular or

may not exist. Therefore whenever this happens we say that the field is nonclassical.

Unfortunately, we cannot measure the P functions directly. However the nonclassical

nature of the P functions can manifest itself in many ways which can be detected in the

laboratories. The two well known parameters which measures the nonclassical character

of light are Mandel's Q parameter and squeezing parameter S. In Chapter 4, the ques-

tion of finding new measures of nonclassical light when the usual methods based on Q

and 5 parameter fail, are considered. A new criterion in terms of measurable quantities

i.e. in terms of higher order moments of the field distribution P(a) is developed. The

utility of this new criterion is demonstrated by applying it to the i) radiation field in pho-

ton added thermal state, ii) Schrodinger CAT state which is a coherent superposition of

macroscopically distinguishable quantum mechanical states, iii) radiation field produced

in a micromaser cavity.
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It is well known that the statistical properties of a light field are modified by a linear

optical amplifier. Thus when a signal passes through an amplifier, the amplitude of the

signal gets amplified and also noise gets added to the signal. In particular, when the signal

field possess nonclassical features such as sub-Poisson photon statistics or squeezing, these

quantum properties can be lost after amplification when the gain is sufficiently high. The

limits on the amplifier gain that are necessary and sufficient if sub-Poisson statistics or

squeezing of the field are to be retained have been derived previously. Another limit in

which all the nonclassical features are lost have also been derived. These limits never

coincide. Thus there is a domain in which the quantum effects other than sub-Poissonian

statistics or squeezing may persist. In Chapter 5, we show that the nonclassical behavior

in this domain can be explained via the new criterion developed in the previous chapter.

The description of the quantum nature of optical phase has been a long standing prob-

lem. Classically, phase is a useful and easily understood concept. Quantum mechanically

however one can find several descriptions of an operator corresponding to the phase of a

quantum field. It is computationally advantageous to describe the phase properties of the

field in terms of the phase distribution instead of phase operator. In Chapter 6, the state

| 9 > is defined in terms of number states as | 9 >= Y£L0
 eine I n > a n d phase distribution

V{9) is associated to a given density operator p as V(9) =< 9 \ p \ 9 > /2TT,0 < 9 < 2x.

Using this definition the evolution of the phase distribution associated with the field as

it propagates in a nonlinear medium, like an optical fiber, is examined. Classically, as

the coherent field propagates through the fiber it is seen that the phase of the field shifts,

the shift being proportional to the mean intensity of the field. Quantum mechanically,

the numerical computations for the phase distribution shows that the phase not only

shifts but also diffuses as it propagates through the fiber. The phase distribution of the

field reflected from the phase conjugate mirror(PCM) is also investigated. Classically

the PCM transforms the phase <f> of the incident field to the phase — 0 after reflection.

Quantum mechanically it is found that the phase (f> of the incident input field goes to
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— <f> after reflection and also the phase distribution becomes broader. This is attributed

to the addition of the noise photon by PCM. The question of defining phase distribution

via different quasiprobabilities associated with the field is also examined.

One of the outcomes of our study of the quantum phases is the discovery of t he possi-

bility of producing the discrete superposition of coherent states or so called Schrodinger

kitten states by a coherent field propagating through a Kerr medium, like an optical

fiber, provided that the propagation length L and the nonlinear susceptibility \ of the

fiber are such that \L/c = ir/m, where m is an integer. In Chapter 7, the evolution

of the phase distribution associated with this state is examined. It is found that the

distribution breaks up into multiple peaks. We investigate the squeezing properties and

the phase space distributions like Q function and Wigner function for these states. We

also discuss in this chapter the production of superpositions of squeezed coherent states.

The phase distribution of a classical oscillator is well known and is obtained by solving

the diffusion equation. In Chapter 8, the question of what is the phase distribution for

a quantum oscillator undergoing phase diffusion, is addressed. One can. foj example

consider a single mode laser well above threshold. Then the state of the system is

given by coherent state | a > where the magnitude | a | is constant but phase diffuses

i.e. Q =| Q | e~l<t>^ where 4>(t) is the solution of classical diffusion equation. That is.

4> = uj(t) is treated as Gaussian random process which in addition is delta correlated. The

quantum mechanical phase distribution is examined and conditions under which such a

distribution goes over to classical distribution are obtained.

Finally an Appendix is devoted to the study of the correlations between the quadra-

ture distributions of a field in a pair coherent state which exhibits strong nonclassical

properties.
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INTRODUCTION

Quantum statistical properties of laser light have been extensively studied during the

last 30 years. It is well known that an ideal laser pumped at well above the oscillation

threshold generates a coherent state of light. The term coherent state was first coined

by Glauber in his two seminal papers [1], where he defined them as an eigenstate of the

annihilation operator of the electromagnetic field. Recently, a vast literature related to

the coherent states and their applications has been exhaustively collected and catalogued

by Klauder and Skagerstam [2]. The statistical properties of the electromagnetic field in

a coherent state were found to be similar to those obtained from a fluctuating classical

field. The photon number (counting) distribution of the field in a coherent state was

shown to be Poissonian.

During the past two decades, with the development of more sophisticated experi-

mental techniques, it has become possible to investigate in the laboratory a very fine

scale phenomena in the nonlinear interaction of field with matter. It became possible

to conceive new forms of radiation field that had never before been realised. The most

prominent examples of such fields are squeezed and antibunched fields and fields with

sub-Poisson statistics. The statistical properties of these fields cannot be described using

a classical description but can be understood only by a quantum mechanical description.

Thus the radiation field with certain characteristics that can be understood only by a

quantum mechanical description are called nonclassical fields. Squeezing, antibunching
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and sub-Poisson statistics are the three manifestations of the nonclassical naturr of the

field. In any given radiation field these characteristics may, but need not accompany each

other [3,4].

We now give a brief introduction to different types of nonclassical phenomena.

1.1. Squeezed States

A quantised single mode electromagnetic field of frequency u; can be expressed in

terms of a photon creation operator a} and a photon annihilation operator a, as

E(t) = eo(ae-iu* + aVwt) , (1.1)

where e0 contains the spatial factors. The operators a and a* obey the usual Boson

commutation relationship.

[a,a*] = i : (1.2)

Equation (1.1) can be rewritten in term of two quadrature operators x and p as

E(t) = eoy/2[x cos{ut + 6) + psm{u>t + 0)} (1.3)

where
. acw + atc-w . fie*-ate-'* , x

( L 4 )

It follows from the commutation relation (1.2) that

[x,p] = i . (1.5)

In principle the quadrature operators x and p can be separately measured using phase

sensitive detector techniques - such as homodyne detection. For a given state, the variance

of the quadrature operators which corresponds to the fluctuations or quantum noise are

defined as

(Ax)2 = <P>-<x>2 ; (Ap)2 = < p 2 > - < p > 2 , (1.6)
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where the brackets < . > denotes averaging with respect to a particular state of Hie field.

From equation (1.5), the Heisenberg uncertainty relation for the quadratures is

(Az)2(AP)2 > i , (1.7)

and if the equality sign holds in the above equation i.e.,

(A*)2(AP)2 = ^ , (1.8)

then those states are called the minimum uncertainty states. For example, for the coher-

ent state or for the vacuum state of the field, the variances are equal

(Ax)2 = (Ap)2 = i . (1.9)

These are the minimum uncertainty states. The squeezed states belongs to the broader

class of minimum uncertainty states which have unequal variances in each quadrature,

i.e.,

either (Ax)2 or {Ap)2 < ]- . (1.10)

The term squeezed state was first used by Hollenhorst in 1979 [5]. Thus squeezed states

are characterised by reduced quantum fluctuations in one quadrature component of the

field at the expense of increased fluctuations in the other noncommuting component.

This remarkable property of squeezed field has no classical interpretation and makes

sense only in models where the nonlinear medium and the radiation fields are treated

quantum mechanically. Theoretical predictions have shown that squeezing of quantum

fluctuation can occur in a variety of nonlinear optical phenomena, in particular, four

wave mixing [6,7], parametric amplification [8-10]. harmonic generation [11-13], multi-

photon absorption process [14,15], optical bistability [16] etc. Squeezed number states

(introduced by Yuen [9]), squeezed coherent states and squeezed thermal states are some

of the well known squeezed states. Over the past decade considerable effort has been put
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into experiments aiming at the generation and detection of squeezed slates of the field.

In 1985, the theoretically conceived squeezed light has been produced in the laboratories.

Slusher et. al. in 1985 performed a four wave mixing experiment in sodium vapour to

generate squeezing inside a resonant cavity [17]. Squeezed state generation has been

reported by many other groups since then [18-25].

1.2. Photon Antibunching and sub-Poisson Statistics.

Fluctuations of the electromagnetic field at time t and t + r are characterised by

its first order (amplitude) and the second order (intensity) correlation functions. These

correspond to the quantum mechanical expectation values

i M = Tr{pa\t)a{t + T)}

[Tr{pa1(t)a{t))Tr{paHi + r)a(t

respectively. Here p is the density operator of the field. Classically, the correlation

functions satisfy the following identities.

0 <

<72(O) >

92(r) < \g2(t)g\t + T)]1'2 . (1.13)

In general, radiation field cannot be unambiguously defined by a first order correla-

tion function, and hence higher order correlation functions are often needed [26]. The

first experiment to measure second order correlation function </2(T) was performed by

Hanbury-Brown and Twiss in 1956 [27]. Generally photodetector is used to measure the

intensity correlation function g2(r). Such a correlation represents the normalised coin-

cidence rate of photon counts. More precisely, it gives the joint probability of detecting
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one photon at / and another photon at time / + r, normalised by the product of the

marginal probabilities of occurrence of independent counts at t and i + r. In the limit

when r —> 0, the normalised coincidence rate is measured by the function </2(0). The

behavior of g2(0) enables us to determine whether the field exhibits photon bunching or

photon antibunching. It is well known that the coincidence rate #2(0) = 1 for a. coherent

field, signifying that the photon counts occur independently. Photon counts are then said

to be unbunched. When g2{0) > 1, occurrence of counts at the two points are positively

correlated, i.e., when one occurs other is more likely to occur. Photon counts are then

said to be bunched as photons have tendency to cluster together. For example, this effect

occurs for light from a thermal source such as light bulb. Alternatively, when </2(0) < 1,

photon counts are anticorrelated, i.e. when one occurs, the other is less likely to occur.

Photon counts are then said to be antibunched, i.e. they tend to be separated. The

condition <72(0) < 1 for photon antibunching, violates the inequality given by (1.13) for

classical fields. Thus, photon antibunching is a phenomenon which can occur only for

quantum fields.

It was first shown by Kimble and Man del [28] and Carmichael and Walls [29] in 1976

that the light generated in resonance fluorescence from a single two level atom driven by

a laser light would exhibit the features of photon antibunching and sub-Poisson photon

statistics. It was observed experimentally by Kimble et. al [30] in 1977. Antibunching

was the first characteristic of a nonclassical field to be observed in the laboratory. Since

then these features have been observed in many systems [31-37].

Another measure of the quantum statistical properties of a radiation field is given by

photon number distribution P(N,T), the probability the detector registers N photons at

time r. This quantity is well characterised by a statistical parameter known as Mandel's
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Q parameter [38]. It is used to compare the variance of the photon number with the

mean value i.e., it provides a relative measure of the fluctuations in th<: photon count.

< * » > - < * > '
< N >

where the number operator N = h^a and

< Nk >= f^NkP{N,r) . (1.15)
N=0

In terms of the creation and the annihilation operators, Q can be expressed as

< tftfaa > - < a fa > 2 <: (AJV)2 :> / t i / > ,
Q = ^ . t> ^ = £i , (1-16)

where :: denotes normal ordering of the operators, i.e, the annihilation operator is always

to the right of the creation operator. In a classical field, we always have

(AJV)2 = <N2>-<N>2><N> . (1.17)

Fields for which (A7V)2 > (N) are said to exhibit super-Poisson photon statistics.

However, in a quantum field, it is possible to see the direction of the sign of the inequality

(1.17) reversed. Thus fields for which

{AN)2 < (N) . (1.18)

or equivalently Q < 0 is said to exhibit sub-Poisson photon statistics. It is well known

that the photon number statistics of a coherent field produced by a highly stabilised laser

has the Poisson distribution. It is characterised by the variance of the photon number

equal to the mean value

{AN)2 = {N) (1.19)

implying Q = 0 in (1.14). So a coherent state of the field stands on the borderline

between classical and nonclassical states.
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The reason that the squeezing in one of the quadrature phases of the field and sub-

Poisson photon statistics are the manifestation of the nonclassical character of the electro-

magnetic field can be seen by considering the Glauber-Sudarshan P distribution function,

P ( Q ) [1,39]. This function gives the quasiprobability distribution in the phase space for

a given quantum state. It is called quasiprobability distribution because it can take

negative values which makes no sense if the distribution corresponds to a classical field.

Therefore the condition for the field to be nonclassical is that its P distribution does not

possess the properties of a classical probability distribution. It can be highly singular

(more singular than a 8 function) or even negative.

The density operator of the radiation field can be expanded in the diagonal coherent

states as

p = JP{a)\a><a\d2a , (1.20)

where dPa = d(Rea)d(Ima). The fluctuations in the quadrature operators {Ax)2 and

(Ap)2 as given by Eqs. (1.6) and Mandel's Q parameter given by Eq.(1.14) can be written

in terms of P distribution function

(Ax)2 = i j l + y</2aP(a)[(a + a * ) - ( < a > + < a"

(A,)2 = l

and
_ Jd2aP(o)[\a\2- < \a\2>}2

Q — - — — ( 1 •)•> \

where < a >= / d2aP(a)a.

If P(a) had properties of a classical probability distribution then

(Ax)2 > i , (Ap)2 > i , Q > 0 .
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The condition for squeezing (1.10) or sub-Poisson statistics (1.18) requires that the dis-

tribution function P{o) possess nonclassical properties.

An optical field behaves as a classical field when the probability distribution P{o)

is always positive definite. For example if we consider a coherent state \fi > which

corresponds as closely as possible to a classical state of definite complex amplitude we

find that

P(a) = P(a-P) (1.23)

where the two dimensional delta function is given by

62{a - 0) = 6{Re{a - 0))6{Im{a - /?)) . (1.24)

An example of a nonclassical state is a field in the Fock state \n > whose P representation

is given by
e|a|2 d2n

P(a) = ^ - T - ^ T S2(a) (1.25)

which contains higher order derivatives of the delta function.

Recently the nonclassical fields have attracted increased attention, as such fields are

connected with the prospects of solving a whole series of fundamental and applied prob-

lems of physics. Possible potential application for such fields are in optical communication

[40, 41], interferometry [42-46] spectroscopy [47], noise free amplification [48]. Ref [49-56]

gives a list of excellent review articles on the nonclassical states of the field.

The main aim of this thesis is to study the nonclassical features of various states

of the electromagnetic field. We construct new types of states of the electromagnetic

field and show that these states exhibit nonclassical behavior. We also discuss various

schemes to generate these states. A new criterion, in terms of measurable quantities,
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to test the nonclassical nature of the field even if it does not exhibit squeezing and sub-

Poisson statistics is developed. The utility of this criterion is demonstrated by successfully

applying it to various states of the electromagnetic field. We study the evolution oi the

quantum phase distribution as it propagates through a nonlinear Kerr medium like an

optical fiber. We also study the quantum phase distribution of the reflected field from a

phase conjugate mirror. We show that under suitable conditions a field initially in the

coherent state, propagating through an optical Kerr medium, can evolve into a discrete

superposition of coherent states or playfully referred to as Schrodinger kitten state. We

discuss the quantum mechanical distributions for the phase of an oscillator undergoing

diffusion. Finally we study the correlations between the quadrature distribution of a field

in a pair coherent state.
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Chapter 2

NONCLASSICAL PROPERTIES OF NEW TYPE OF STATES

In this chapter we introduce three new types of states of the electromagnetic field which

can be produced by variety of nonlinear processes in the cavities. In Section 2.1 we

construct a new class of states obtained by repeated application of the photon creation

operator on the coherent state. The field in the photon added thermal state is considered

in Section 2.2 and in Section 2.3 we define another type of state which can be obtained by

addition or subtraction of pairs of photons from the two mode squeezed vacuum states.

We study the mathematical and physical properties of these above mentioned states

and show that they exhibit nonclassical properties such as squeezing and sub-Poisson

statistics. We also calculate different quasiprobability distribution functions such as

Wigner function, Q function and P function.

2.1. Photon Added Coherent State (PACS)

In this section we introduce the state obtained by the repeated application of the

photon creation operator a) on the coherent state \a >,

|Q, m > = VAf aim\a > , m = integer (2.1)

where Af is the normalisation constant given by

M = [<Q|ama t m |Q>]-1 . (2.2)

This can be evaluated by using normal ordering of the operator a"1^"1.

ama+m = £ l •' a^-pam~p . (2.3)
^ (m - p)2\pl

14 'v



Chapter-2: Nondassical Properties of New Type of States 15

Thus

T7i'2

~ (777 - p)\2p\

= Lm(-\a\2)m\ , (2.4)

where Lm(x) is the Laguerre polynomial of order 777 defined by [1]

m ( — \)nxnm\

The state |a,m > can then be written as

(2.6)

In the limit a —• 0 this state reduces to the Fock state

|a,m > = |0,m > = |/77 > ,

and in the limit m —> 0, it reduces to the coherent state

\a,m >= |a,0 > = \a >

Thus the state |Q, 777 > is intermediate between the Fock state and the coherent state.

This state is not to be confused with the eigenstate of the displaced harmonic oscillator

[2-4] given by

D(a)\m > = exp(aa* — a"a)\m > . (2.7)

Thus

because the operators D(a) and a*m do not commute.
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Using the unitarity property of D(a) the state |o, m > can be written as superposition

of the eigenstates of the displaced harmonic oscillator as follows

atm|a > = atm£>(a)|0 >

= D{a)D~\a)a]mD{a)\0>

Hence

\a,m > — v Ar y^ I I amTn~p\/p\D(a)\p > , (--8)

where
'm\ ml
p) (p-m)\p\

and we have used the property D~1(a)a^D(a) = a* + a*. In terms of Fock states, the

state |a, m > looks like

|Q,77? > =

—0 y/n\

- |n + m > . (2.9)
n=0 " !

A. Squeezing Properties

We next examine the fluctuations characteristics of this state. We consider the field

quadrature operator x defined by

The mean value of x in the state |Q, m > is

(2.11)
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On using the normal ordering of ama*m as given by Eq. (2.3) and the commutation

relation,

= na{n~l) , (2.12)= na{

the Eq. (2.11) becomes

\f m (m 4-
m T+ae ) E (m _

and JL^^(X) is the associated Laguerre polynomials defined by [1]

Similarly making use of the commutation relation [a2,a*n] and [an,d t2], the average of

square of the field quadrature can be obtained as

<x2> = (a, m|a2e2i* + at2e-2t'* + 2 a a t - l | a , m )

2LJn
2)(-H2)M2cos2(fl + ^) + 2(m + l)Lm + 1(-H2) - ^ ( - l a l 2 )

= 2Lm(-\a\>) ( 2 J 5 )

Using Eqs.(2.13) and (2.15) we can calculate the variance of the quadrature operator in

the state |a, m > as

(Ax)2 = < x2 > - < x2 >

= ({L^(-\a\2)Lm(-\a\2) - [Z,jJ)(-|a|2)]2}2|a|2co8[2(ff + o)} - 2 ^ ^ ) ( - jo|2)]2

\a\2 - [Im(-[Ql2)]2 + 2(m

For (6 + <p) = 0 the fluctuation (Ax)2 is found to be minimum. For m ^ 0, a = 0 (Fock

state) (Ax)2 reduces to m + 1/2 as expected. For m = 0, i.e. when the state \a,m >

reduces to the coherent state and also for m = 0, a = 0 (vacuum state), the value of
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( A T ) 2 in Eq.(2.16) becomes equal to *, as was discussed in Chapter 1. We define a

quantity

Sx = 2(Ax)2 . ' (2.17)

The quadrature operator x is said to be squeezed for values of (Ax)2 < 1/2 or equivalently

for Sx < 1. In Fig.(2.1) we show how Sx varies as a function of the parameter \a\ for

different values of m. It is seen that Sx is almost equal to half for wide range of parameters

implying that we get almost 50% squeezing.

B. Sub-Poissonian Character

We next calculate the number distribution of the field in the state |a, m >. The

probability of finding n photons in the field is given by

p(n) = | < n\a,m > |2

| < n — m|Q > \2n\

L m ( - | a | 2 ) ro! (n-m)! '

( (n-m)!) 2 L m ( - |a | 2 )m! ' . ( 2 > 1 8 )

which is zero for 7? < 77?. This distribution is found to have variance which is less than

that for Poisson distribution. To see this, we calculate Q parameter defined by

Q = l ^ i i _ ! i fi = a t a ? (2.19)
< 71 >

introduced by Man del [5] which is a good measure of the extent to which the photon

statistics of a state is sub-Poissonian. When the value of Q is negative, the state is said

to have sub-Poisson photon statistics. For Poissonian statistics Q is equal to zero.
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The mean number of photons for the state |Q, ?;/ > is given by

n = < a^a > = < aa* > - 1

- 1
Lm(-\a\2)m\

- ^ ^ - 1 . (2.20)

The second moment < (a^a)2 > can be calculated by expressing (a^a)2 in terms of

antinormal ordered form

((a^a)2) = ( a 2 a t 2 -3aa T + 1) . (2.21)
\ V / / \ / v /

The expectation values in Eq.(2.21) can be evaluated straight forward by using

<a,m\ana^\a,m> = '
m\Lm{-\a\l)

(n + m)!Ln+Tn(-H2)
m\Lm(-\a\2)

With the use of Eqs.(2.20)-(2.22) the Q parameter turns out to be

(2.22)

{[(m + 2)I m + 2 ( - la l 2 ) - Lm+,(-\a\2)](m + l)Lrn(-\a\2) - [(m + 1 ) ^ , + 1 ( - 1 Q ] 2 ) ] 2 }

- |o | 2 ) - Lm(-\a\2))

(2.23)

In Fig.(2.2) we show the mean number of photons (Eq.(2.20)) for different values of

|Q|2 and m. The Q parameter as a function of |Q| for different values of m is displayed

in Fig.(2.3). When the state reduces to coherent state, i.e., for m = 0, Q is equal to 0

and for Fock state (Q = 0), Q — —1 as expected. For m ^ 0 , o / 0 we see that the value

of Q is negative implying that the state exhibits a significant amount of sub-Poissonian

photon statistics.
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C. Quasi Probability Distribution Functions

In quantum optics quasiprobabiulity distribution functions such as the Glauber-

Sudarshan P function, the Q function and the Wigner function play an important role.

With the help of these functions expectation values of any products of creation operators

a* and annihilation operators a can be calculated.

(i) P function

Glauber [6] and Sudarshan [7], independently, have introduced the P representation

for the probability density. This function is defined by

p= J P(a)\a><a\d2a , (2.24)

where \a > is a coherent state. It can also be defined as the Fourier transform of the

normally ordered characteristic function i.e.,

P(z) = \ ITT [pe&e-13'*] exp(2/T - z*f3)d2f3 . (2.25)

The Glauber-Sudarshan P function associated with the state |a,m > can be calculated

using the inversion [8] formula

P{z) =
 e X P ^ | 2 ) Jd2{3 < -3\a.m >< Q,m|/J > exp [\(3\2 - (f3z~ - f z)\

[-\a\2 + (z - «W - (* " «
L7T2Lm(- Q\2)m\

Thus the P function is highly singular which is quite typical of states exhibiting nonclas-

sical nature.
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(ii) Q function

The Q representation is defined as the Fourier transform of the antinormally ordered

characteristic function

Q(z) = ^JTr [pe-r&e*'] exp(*/T - z'/3)d2(3 , (2.27)

which can be shown to be the absolute magnitude squared of the projection of a state of

the field onto a coherent state [9-11] i.e.

Q(z) = - < z\p\z > . (2.28)

This is particularly useful in calculating the antinormally ordered expectation values.

For example

{atf) = - I' <Pa\a\2Q{a). (2.29)
7T J

Thus, the Q function for the field in the state \a, m > is

Q{z) = — < z\a,m >< a,m\z >
7T

which is no longer centered at z = a.

(Hi) Wigner function

Wigner was the first to propose the construction of a phase space distribution function

from quantum mechanical wave function [12]. It is defined as the Fourier transform of

the symmetrically ordered characteristic function.

W(z) = -2 [Tr[p
7T* J

(2.31)



Chapter-2: Nondassical Properties of New Type of States 22

It can also be evaluated in terms of coherent state matrix elements by using the

formula [13].

W(z) = ^exp(2|z|2) /> / ? ( - /%, m)(a,m|/?)exp[2(/r2 - /?*•)] , (2.32)

which on simplification reduces to

2exp(2H2-lQl2)
* ] ^m\Lm{-\a\>)

| ^ 2 - Q r ] . (2.33)

and therefore the Wigner function for the state \Q, m > is, with £ = 1z — a

2exp(2|2 |2- |Q|2) d2m

exp(-2|2-of) . (2.34)

It is obvious from Eq.(2.34) that the Wigner function can become negative. This

crosses zero whenever Lm(\2z — a\2) = 0. For m = 0(Q = 0), the expression in Eq.(2.34)

reduces to that for a coherent state (number state). In Figs. 2.4a and 2.4b we show the

Wigner function as function of z = x + iy for m = 1 and m = 5 respectively. H'(z)

shows minimum for some values of y in a fixed range of x. For example, H7(c) for 77? = 1

is minimum at y = 0 and for x in the range given by 0.1 < x < 1.87 for Qi = 2 and

a2 = 0(a = ot\ -+- m2). This is due to the Laguerre polynomial in the numerator in

Eq.(2.33). Fig. 2.4b (m = 5) also shows regions where the Wigner function is negative.
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D. The Distribution p(x) ofthe Field Quadrature Operator .f

The probability distribution p(x) associated with field quadrature operator :r can be

obtained from Eq.(2.34). The distribution p{x) is defined by [14]

p(x) = rW(x + iy)dy . (2.35)
Jo

On using Eqs.(2.34) and (2.35) and a = Qj + m2, we get

i \ 2exp[-2(x-Ql)
2](-ir r A r o, 2̂l

Pix) = T , | Li / dyexp[-2{y-a2y]
7rLm(—ar) J (2.36)

The integral in Eq.(2.36) can be evaluated numerically. In Section A we saw that the

field quadrature operator x of the field showed squeezing. This implies that the variance

of the distribution p(x) can be less than that for a coherent state. In Fig. (2.5) we show

the distribution p(x) for different values of m. We see that as m is increased, the width

of the distribution becomes narrower and narrower compared to that for the coherent

state. The distribution p(x) corresponding to coherent state m = 0, is Gaussian with a

width 1/2.

P(x)= - ^ e x p H ^ x - a O 2 ] , m = 0 . (2.37)

For c*2 = 0, the integral (2.36) can be written as

2exp[-2(x-Q1)2](- l )
p(x) =

m p (-4)p?«!(x-Q1/2)2(p-?)r(o + l/2)

P=oq=o r - v ™ ' • - P)W-{P - 9 ) '

where T(q + ^) is the Gamma function given by

- \) = 24£r • (2-39)
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2.2. Photon Added Thermal States (PATS)

In this section we study the nonclassical properties of the state which is obtained by

adding photons to the thermal state. The density operator for the field in the'photon

added thermal state is given by

p oc <Smptha
m , (2.40)

where pth is the thermal density operator of the field. Therefore (2.40) becomes

P = , r n * a tme-A5t°a" , (2.41)

N{\ + n)
where Af is the normalisation constant, m is an integer and the average photon number

of the thermal field n = (eA — I)"1.

The normalisation constant is given by

Af = Tr{p) = -—1—— [ <a\a^me
' (1 + h)% J '

7r(l + n)

= m!(l + n)m . (2.42)

A. Fluctuations in the Quadrature Operator x

One can clearly see from Eq.(2.40) that the mean values of the quadrature x is equal

to zero.

~ < x > = 0 , (2.43)

and

< x2 > = < a2 + an + 2aaj - 1 >

= 2 ( m + l ) ( l + n ) - l . (2.44)
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From Eqs.(2.43) and (2.44) we find the variance of quadrature operator x as

(A*)2 = < P > - < x >2

= 2 n ( l + m ) + 2m + l . (2.45)

Eq.(2.45) tells us that the state (2.40) does not exhibit any squeezing. For m = 0

(thermal state) this reduces to 2n + 1 and h = 0 (number state) this reduces to 2m + 1

as expected.

B. Sub-Poisson Character

The photon number distribution for the field in the photon added thermal state is

given by

p(n) = < n\p\n >

<n]a t me-A a t aam |n >

n

which is zero for n < m. For ??? = 0, we get back the well known Bose-Einstein distribu-

tion for the thermal field given by

We now calculate Q parameter which measures the deviation from a Poisson statistics.

The Q parameter, as given by Eq.(2.19) can be expressed in terms of antinormal ordered

form b)a as follows

< a2at2 > - 2 < aa t > - < atf >2 + 1
< aa* > —1
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In order to calculate this we need to know the expectation values of the antinormally

ordered form which can be obtained as follows

= IV [I

where we have used the completeness relation \ J \a >< a\d2a = 1.

a > d2

!(l +n)1+rn7r J ' '

m + p)!(l +n)m + p + 1

a

(77? + p ) ! ( l + 7"?)p

= ^i • (2-49)

Using (2.49) in (2.48) we obtain the Q parameter as

7 l ( l + 77?) + 77? '

For h = 0 (Fock state) the Q parameter becomes equal to -1 and for 77? = 0 (thermal

state) Q is equal to 7"? as expected. When 7"? ^ 0 and 77? ̂  0 the field is in the photon

added thermal state. The Q parameter becomes negative when

777 > 772(1 + 777)

or n < , — — . (2.51)
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Thus the field in PATS exhibits sub-Poisson stastistics as long as the condition as given

by Eq.(2.51) is satisfied. When n > Jin/(I + in) the field in PATS no longer exhibits

sub-Poissonian statistics but still remains nonclassical. This is shown by considering

a new criterion which is introduced in later chapter. We show the Q parameter as a

function of n for different values of m in Fig.(2.6).

C. Quasiprobability Distributions

(i) P function

It is well known that the P function for the density matrix pth for the thermal state

is given by

P(a) = — e- l- l2 / - . (2.52)

Hence ^th can be written in the diagonal coherent state representation as

pth =— [e-^2/fl\a><a\d2a . (2.53)
•KU J

Using the above equation in Eq.(2.40) we find that

p = —J:— /V | a | 2 / f ia t T n |a >< a\am<Pa . (2.54)
7rm!(l +n)mhJ '

This can be evaluated by noting that

rs l | a | 2

a\a >= Q | Q > ; o f | a > = e"2 | Q l 2 — |Q > . (2.55)
da

We can write Eq.(2.54), using Eq.(2.55) as

p= e ^ \ ° o e-'Q'2(1+1/"'la >< a\d2a . (2.56)
H 7T77i!n(l+n)m J da'mdam

Therefore the P function for the field in photon added thermal state is

1 , 32m

pta\ =
 1 /ekl2 1 e-W

2(i+i/fi) / 2 57)
v ; nm\h(l + n)m J damrndam
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The derivatives in Eq.(2.57) can be expressed in the terms of Laguerre polynomials as

[15]

C-»«M2
 = (-M)m77i!c~" |o |J/,m(/i|o|2) . (2.58)

da'mdam '
Hence the P function is

p(°) = (^!1
)l^" | a | 2 / f l^[(l + -)lal2] • (2.59)

Thus the quasiprobability distribution P{a) clearly becomes negative as Laguerre polyno-

mials oscillate between positive and negative values. In Fig.(2.7) we show the nonclassical

character of the field in PATS for a range of the values of n and for fixed m. It is seen

that the P function takes negative values even when the condition given by Eq. (2.51)

for the field to exhibit sub-Poisson statistics is violated. This indicates that there exists

some other quantities which can be used to characterise the nonclassical nature of the

field. This is discussed in detail in the next chapter.

(ii) Q function

The Q function for the state (2.40) can be obtained easily as

Q{a) = - < a\p\a >
7T

I |2m -\a\2/(l+n)

= l ! ( i + fi)^ ' (2'(>0)

This distribution as a function of jo |2 is centered at ??i(l + h) and is well behaved as

shown in Fig.(2.8).

(in) Wigner function

In order to obtain Wigner functior for the photon added thermal states we use the
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formula given by Eq. (2.32),

w{z) = 1 :

(2.61)

where we have used the relation

t [ ^ ^ ( l - e - 2 r ) | \ae~r> . (2.62)

With ^ = 22, the integral (2.61) can be rewritten as

2exp(2|z|2)
exp7rm!(l + hy+m(l + 2n) di"mdim ^ [ (1 •+ 2n)

(2.63)
TT(1 + 2n)1+m " [1 + 2nJ [

where we have made use of the identity (2.58). For m = 0(n = 0), the above expression

reduces to that for a thermal state (number state). The Wigner function for PATS is

plotted in Fig. (2.9) for m — 5 and for average thermal photons n = 0.95.
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2.3. Addition or Subtraction of Pairs of Photons from a Two Mode Squeezed Vacuum

State

In previous sections we considered single mode states of the quantized electromagnetic

field. In this section we consider two mode state. We study the nonclassical properties

of the states which are generated by addition or subtraction of pairs of photons from the

two mode squeezed vacuum state. These states are defined as follows

> , (2.64a)

> , (2.646)

where M and Jsf' are the normalisation constant, p is an integer, a, b are the annihilation

operators and a\ It are the creation operators of the two modes of the electromagnetic

field. £(r, <f>) is the two mode squeeze operator given by

S{r, <j>) = exp [r{abe-t4> - aWe1*)} , (2.65)

which is characterised by a real squeeze parameter r and an angle <f> that determines the

phase of squeezing.

We consider the state given by Eq. (2.64a). In order to obtain the normalisation

constant we first factorise the squeeze operator S{r,<f>) into a product of exponentials

using disentangling theorem [16] as

S{r,<j)) = ——exp(-at6ttanhrel>)exp(-(ata + brb)ln cosh r) exp(56tanh re"''*)) .
cosh r

(2.66)

Substituting (2.66) in (2.64a), we get

|V>,p>+ - -^—(a t6 t)pexp(-a t6 t tanhre t*)|0,0>
coshr

cosh r ^ 0 m!
a U t , S , M >
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and

N ^ ( t a n h r ) 2™

cosh n!'
Thus the normalisation constant Af is

- l

[cosh i

A. Squeezing Properties

A two mode quadrature operator is defined by [17]

(2.68)

(2.69)

x = (2.70)

From Eqs.(2.64) and (2.70) it is easy to show that the mean values of x is equal to zero

and the fluctuations in x

Ax2 = < x2 > - < x >2

Af ~ (tanh r)2n

4 cosh2 r ~> n!2

2{n + p) -
2 tanh r(n + p + I)2 cos(0 -

71 + 1
+ 1 • (2.71)

Squeezing occurs whenever Ax2 < ^. For p = 0 that is when the state reduces to

two photon squeezed vacuum state, the variance as given by Eq.(2.71) becomes equal

to exp(—2r)/4 as expected. The behaviour of Sx = 4(Ax2) as function of r is shown in

Fig.(2.10).

B. Sub-Poissonian Character

The joint probability to find na photons in mode a and m, photons in mode b is given

by

p{na,nh) = \{na,nb\i\p)+\

AT
cosh2 r

(-l)-(tanh
m!

. (2.72)
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It is obvious from (2.72) that the joint distribution lias only diagonal elements na —

rib — n. Thus
A r

cosh r (n — p)\

which is zero for n < p.

A ( t a n h r ) ^ ! .
n , " = — 7 T - ( xt2 (2.73

cosh r (n — p)\2

To test for sub-Poissonian character we calculate Mandel's parameter for modes a

and 6, which are defined as

Q > 5
< 6+6 >

Calculations show that

(2.746)

^

(tanhr)2", , l t 2 , , „ AA f » (tanh

n!" " • •• cosh2 r 1 ^ «• J_
(tanhr)2"(n+p)!2(n + p)

(2.75)
n!

We plot Qa as a function of r in Fig.(2.11).

The correlation coefficient between a and 6 modes is defined by

Cab = < a*a 6f6 > - < a^a >< 6f6 >

= < (a1 a)2 > - < a1a >2

= (Ana)
2 or (An6)2 , (2.76)

since in this case

We next consider the Cauchy Schwarz's inequality [18]. In the classical theory it is given

by

^P2 tf2ft2 , (2.77)
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which states that the correlation of the photons of different field modes is less than the

correlation of the photons of the same field mode. In order to measure the deviation

from the classical inequality following Agarwal {19] we define a quantity

| ( t 6 t 6 ) |

This becomes negative for states exhibiting strong quantum properties, thus violating

the Cauchy Schwarz inequality (2.77). This is a nonclassical effect in such a manner that

the P function for the field modes becomes non positive definite. In this case, l0 becomes

((atq)') - (qtq) -(qtq)

<(qtq)*) <(atq)') ' ^ ]

which is negative, thereby implying that the intermode correlation is larger than the

correlation between the photons of the same mode.

C. Quasi Probability Distribution

The P function for the state does not exist.

The Q function for this state is

= —\(al,a2\il>,p)+
7T

2

= ^ 4 r
it cosh r

(2.80)

which reduces to two mode squeezed vacuum state when p = 0.

Q(aua2) = W-exp [- tanh r ^ a ^ + a^e"*) - |ax|
2 - |a2|

2] . (2.81)
7T cosh r L J
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In conclusion, we have introduced three now types of states of the electromagnetic

field and studied their quantum properties. It is found that these states exhibit the

nonclassical properties such as sub*Poissonian statistics, squeezing in one quadrature of

the field, violation of the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and the nonclassical behavior of

the Glauber-Sudarshan P function. These states can be generated by nonlinear optical

phenomena by using state reduction techniques which will be discussed in the following

chapter.
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Fig. 2.1. Fluctuations Sx in the field quadrature operator x as a function of \a\ for
different values of m.
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Fig. 2.2. Mean number of photons n as a function of |a|2 for different values of m.
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Fig. 2.3. Mandel's Q parameter as a function of |Q| for different values of m.
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Fig. 2.4. Wigner function W{z) as a given by Eq. (2.34) for a{ = 2, a2 = 0 and for (a)
m = 1, (b) m = 5.
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Fig. 2.5. Probability distribution p(x) (Eq. (2.36)) for ct\ = 2, c*2 = 0 and for different
values of m. Note m = 0 corresponds to a coherent state.
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Fig. 2.6. Mandel's Q parameter as a function of average photon number n for (a)
m = 2, (b) m = 5.
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Fig. 2.7. P distribution function (Eq. (2.59)) with m = 5 and average photon number
n (a) = 0.7, (b) = 0.95 and (c) = 1.2. For the case (a) the plotted values are 1/10-th of
the actual values.
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Fig. 2.8. Q distribution function as a function of \a\2 for n (a) =0.7 and (b) = 1.2.

Fig. 2.9. Wigner distribution function as given by Eq. (2.63) for m
photon number, «=0.95.
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Fig. 2.10. The parameter Sx as a function of r for p (a)=0, (b)=l and (c)=5.
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Chapter 3

PRODUCTION OF PHOTON ADDED STATES

In the past few years there has been a large increase in the number of observations of the

nonclassical behavior of light such as photon antibunching, sub-Poissonian statistics and

squeezing of the vacuum fluctuations. We have already mentioned in the first chapter

some of the successful experiments on resonance fluorescence light from single atoms,

Franck Hertz light, second harmonic generation , four wave mixing, parametric processes

and semiconductor lasers with negative feedback, where nonclassical effects of the field

have been generated. There is at present considerable activity concerning theoretical

[1-4] and experimental [5,6] aspects of micromaser operating on single atom injected

into a very high Q-resonant cavity. Interesting quantum effects such as trapping states

[1,7,8] and sub-Poissonian statistics of the field [1,3,5] have been investigated. It has been

shown that the micromaser can be used to produce the photon number state using state

reduction technique [2,9]. It has also been shown that the nonclassical photon states

can be produced in a nonlinear parametric amplification of idler and signal waves which

exhibit strong correlation. The state of the signal mode can be reduced to nonclassical

state by appropriate measurements on the idler mode [10-13]. In this chapter we discuss

the possible schemes for generating the new types of states introduced in Chapter 2.

We present in Section 3.1, how the photon added states can be produced in a micro-

maser cavity using state reduction technique. In Section 3.2, we discuss another method,

43
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using parametric amplifier, for producing these states. The signal and idler fields pro-

duced by a nondegenerate parametric amplifier are known to exhibit strong correlation.

The state of one of the photons of the correlated pair can be reduced to photon added

state by performing appropriate measurements on the other photon.

3.1 Production of Photon Added States in a Micromascr Cavity

The micromaser consists of a superconducting cavity with a quality factor as high as

3 x 1010. We consider a beam of two level atoms injected into the cavity. All the atoms

are initially prepared in their excited state |e >. The atomic flux is so low that only one

atom is in the cavity at a time. We consider the field in the cavity to be in the coherent

state \a >. Then the atom field system will be initially in the state

= | Q > |e> . (3.1)

The interaction of the cavity field with an atom is described by the Hamiltonian

Hin = h(gS+a+g*S-ai). (3.2)

Here a and a* are the annihilation and the creation operators of the photons in the cavity

mode, 5 ± are the standard spin \ operators, g is the coupling constant and h ^Planck's

constant/27r.

The time evolution operator 0{t) of the atom field system in the interaction picture

is given by

U{t) = exp[-it(gS+a + g'S'^)] . (3.3)

The state |V(0 > evolves as

= U(t)\1>{0)> • (3-4)
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Now we consider the case of weak field interaction, that is the case when gt < ]. Then

the state after time t can be approximated by

-it

= \a > \e > -igmta% > , (3.5)

where \g > is the ground state of the atom.

After the atom leaves the cavity it is probed by a static electric field which ionises

the atom if it is in the excited state. Thus if the atom is not ionised then it has emitted

a photon in the cavity. Thus from Eq.(3.5) we observe that if the atom is detected to be

in the ground state \g > then the state of the field in the cavity is reduced to a^\a > i.e.,

to |or, 1 >. Thus in principle we can produce the state \a, 1 >. Similarly we can produce

the state |Q, in > by passing atoms in their excited states successively though the cavity.

After the atoms leave the cavity, if m atoms are detected to be in their ground state

then the cavity field is in the state atm|a >. Alternatively the states a^m|Q > can be

produced in a multiphoton emission processes. For example, in a two-photon medium,

Eq.(3.1) is replaced by a new Hamiltonian with a —> a2 and g replaced by two photon

matrix element. Thus, the above procedure for a two photon medium [14] will result in

the state |Q, 2 >. Similarly, the state |Q, ??? > can be produced in the process of m-photon

emission by an atom.

Now suppose the atoms are initially prepared in their ground state \g > and we send

these atoms through the cavity where the field is initially in the coherent state \a >. Then

the state of the combined atom-field system after time / for small gt can be approximated

by

\tl>(t) > ^ \a > \g > -igta\a > \e > . (3.6)

If we probe the atom after it has left the cavity and find that it is in the excited state but
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the cavity field is still in the coherent state |o > as can be seen from Eq.(3.6) indicating

that the field has no nonclassical character. Thus we can generate nonclassical character

in emission processes and not in absorption processes. Similarly photon added thermal

states introduced in the previous chapter (Eq.(2.40)) can be produced in principle if the

cavity field is initially in the thermal state instead of the coherent state. States obtained

by addition of pairs of photon on two mode squeezed vacuum state can be produced in

micromaser cavity by considering the two photon excitation of atom which is described

by the interaction Hamiltonian

(3.7)

where a, b(a\ tf) are the annihilation (creation) operators of the two modes.

3.2 Production of Photon Added States in Non-Degenerate Parametric Amplifier

In the nondegenerate optical parametric amplifier, one pump photon is destroyed

and two photons, one the signal photon and other the idler photon are simultaneously

created. The coupling between the two fields arises from a second order nonlinearity in

the polarisability of certain crystals. The pairs of signal and idler photons are known

to exhibit strong correlation which result in many nonclassical aspects of the radiation

field.

The nondegenerate parametric amplifier consists of three interacting field modes, a

pump, signal and idler mode within an optical cavity which is coherently driven at the

pump frequency. Let a, (a*), 6, (W) denote the annihilation (creation) operators for the

signal and the idler field respectively. These two cavity fields are coupled to a strong

pump field which is treated classically with a complex amplitude E(t). The Hamiltonian
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describing the interaction is

Hlnl = h\gi{l)afy + g*t-(t)ab], (3.8)

where t(t) = £(<)e~l(u'a+u'fc)' with uja and u^ being the frequencies of the signal and idler

field, g is a coupling constant and h is the Planck's constant divided by 2TT. We assume

that the pump frequency is equal to u>a + u>b The Eq.(3.8) can be rewritten as

Htnt = hn[eteartf + e^ab) , (3.9)

with K = \ge(t)\.

The evolution operator U obeys the differential equation

ih~ = HintU . (3.10)
at

The solution of this equation is given by

U = exp [-iKi (e'eat6t + e ^ a i ) ] . (3.11)

On using disentangling theorem [15], it can be put in the normal ordered form as

U = —,—-exp[-ie'etanh(K<)at6t]exp[-lncosh(^){«to-t-^tH]
cosh(K^)

x exp[-ze"'etanh(^)a6] , (3.12)

and the output density operator for signal and idler fields is given by

Pab(out) - Upab(in)U^ • (3.13)

The output density operator with coherent state |Q > as input signal state and input

idler field in vacuum state |0 > is

p
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where

' / x n!

(n — m)\m\

and N is the normalization constant.

The information regarding the signal state after parametric amplification, without

performing any measurement, is given by the reduced density operator. The reduced

density operator is obtained after taking trace over the idler variables in Eq.(3.14), i.e.,

Watanabe and Yamamoto [13] have studied the effect of idler output measurement

on signal output. After a measurement on idler output, if it is found to be in the photon

number state then it can be shown that the state of the signal output is reduced to

photon added coherent state or photon added thermal state depending on whether the

input signal state was in the coherent state or in the thermal state.

If m photons are recorded in a measurement on idler field then this can described by

the projection operator

\m>bb<m\ . (3.16)

T h e densi ty opera tor of the signal field conditioned on this measurement is

Pa - lrb(PbPab) , W-1')

where pb = Is ® \m >b b < »*| and /s is an identity operator for a signal field. With

coherent state \a > as the input signal state, the output conditional density operator is
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found to be from Eqs.(3.14) and (3.16).

'meas.m

ra!

x atm exp [- In cosh(K/)afa] \a >< a\ exp [- In coshf/ct^a] «m • (3-18)

Using

[^!^( l -e- 2 A ) | |ae~A > , (3.19)

Eq. (3.18) can be rewritten as

cosh [Kt) ml

x atm|cte-lncosh'cf

^ [-|a|2tanh2(K*)l atm|acosh2(«<) m!

(3.20)

Thus the output signal field is found to be in the photon added coherent state. Similarly

if the input signal is in the .thermal state then one can show that the output signal field

will be in the the photon added thermal state.

Note that the density operator p™eas-m obtained after the state reduction is different

from the reduced density operator p™d (Eq.(3.15)). ^™eas-m corresponds to the density

operator of the output signal field when m photons are recorded in a measurement on the

idler field. Suppose in another measurement n photons are recorded then the conditional

density operator of the output signal field is given by ^rieas>n. Thus, if we want to know

the quantum statistical properties of all samples over all possible counts it is nothing but

the reduced density operator obtained in Eq.(3.15). Feedforward technique is used to

overcome this difficulty and produce a photon added state for specific m continuously. A
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feedforward process operates on the output signal such that all the conditional density

operators are translated back to the same mean value < a)a >m. Thus the output signal

field is always reduced to the same photon added state irrespective of number of photons

recorded during the measurement on the idler field.

In conclusion, we have discussed in detail how the photon added states introduced

in previous chapter can be produced in principle via state reduction technique. We

have shown that these states can be produced in a micromaser cavity by passing single

atoms successively through the cavity. These states can also be produced in a parametric

amplifier which generates pairs of highly correlated signal and idler photons.
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v Chapter 4

NEW CRITERION TO TEST NONCLASSICAL NATURE OF LIGHT

As was discussed in the first two chapters, the concept of nonclassical properties of

a radiation field can be best understood in terms of the P representation introduced

in 1963 by Glauber [1] and by Sudarshan [2] independently. This P representation

gives a quasiprobability distribution function in the phase space for a quantum state.

It is called a quasiprobability distribution function as the P function can be highly

singular or even take negative values which does not make any sense in the classical world.

The classical states of the electromagnetic field are the states whose P representation is

positive definite. Such states can be described in terms of classical stochastic fields. On

the other hand, nonclassical states have P representation that is non positive definite.

Unfortunately, we cannot measure the P functions directly. However, the nonclassical

nature of the P functions can manifest itself in many ways that can be detected in the

laboratories. Nonclassical field has been characterised in a quantitative way by examining

the degree of squeezing and sub-Poissonian photon statistics. The squeezing parameter

5 and the Mandel's Q parameter [3] which measures deviation from Poissonian statistics

are defined as

SXl = 2((: Ax, :)2) = (: (ae" + a^6)2 :) - {: (he19 + a V " ) :)2 , (4.1a)

nei0 - tfe~iB aeie - a^e~'e

: ) 2 ) = (: ( " ." ) 2 :> - (: ( " « ** ) :> ' , ( 4 . 1 6 )

( : ( A » ) : ) ( a t a ) - ( a V i ) .
(n) (flta)

52
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These can be expressed in terms of P function as

SX1 = 2(: (Axa)
2 :) = Jd2aP(a) {{ae*6 + ame~te) - ((ae1*) + {a'e-

te))]2 , (4.3a)

:) - J*aP{a)

(n) Jd2a\a\2P(a) { ' '

where (a) — / P(a)ad2a. These corresponds to the lower order moments of the P

function.

From the above equations it is obvious that the condition for squeezing or sub-Poisson

statistics i.e., S or Q being negative requires that P(ct) be singular or nonpositive definite.

Now a question that arises is: Can the light be still nonclassical even if both 5 and

Q are positive? If yes then, what is the counterpart of Q or 5 which can quantitatively

characterise the nonclassical light? Hong and Mandel [4] have introduced the concept of

higher order squeezing, the existence of which implies that the P function is nonpositive

definite. A related concept of amplitude squared squeezing was introduced by Hillery [5].

In Section 4.1 we present the definitions of higher order squeezing and amplitude

squared squeezing. A criterion for testing the nonclassical character of the field even if it

does not exhibit squeezing or sub-Poisson statistics, in terms of higher order moments of

P function, is developed in Section 4.2. In Section 4.3 we show the utility of this criterion

by applying it to the (i) radiation field in photon added thermal state (ii) Schrodinger

cat state which is a coherent superposition of distinguishable quantum mechanical states,

(iii) radiation field in a micromaser cavity.
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4-1. Higher Order Squeezing and Amplitude Squared Squeezing

The squeezing conditions similar to Eqs.(4.3a) and (4.3b) can be obtained for higher

order variances of the field quadratures. Second order squeezing was generalized to N-

th order squeezing by Hong and Mandel. A state is said to be squeezed in N-th order

if {: (Ax;) :) is lower than its corresponding coherent state value. The condition for

squeezing can be obtained by expanding both sides of Campbell-Baker-Hausdroff identity

(exp{AAx,-}) = <:exp{AAz,-} : )exp{y} (4.6)

and comparing the coefficients of XN/N\.

where [a, a*] = 1. For a coherent state all the normally ordered variances (: (Axi)N :)

become zero and the condition for squeezing for any even order N is

)N) - {N - 1)!! < 0 . (4.8)

A convenient parameter for measuring the degree of jV-th order squeezing is

)") - (N - 1)»

( i v ^ T ) ! ! ( 4 - 9 )

<jf/v is negative whenever there is JV-th order squeezing and the maximum negative value

it can take is minus one. Note that the definition is not very meaningful for odd powers

of N because ((Ax,)2A/+I) vanishes for a coherent state.

Another type of higher order squeezing called amplitude squared squeezing was defi-

ned by Hillery [5]. The two variances in this case correspond to the real and imaginary
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parts of the square of the complex amplitude of the fields defined by

Y — (n2 -L rf2\ • V — (n2 n^2\ ( A ~\ (\\
I It

These operators obey the commutation relation

[yi,y"2] = i(2n + l) . (4.11)

where the number operator n = a)a. This leads to the uncertainty relation

(4.12)

and the squeezing condition is

{n + \) , « = l o r 2 . (4.13)

4-2. A New Criterion to Test Nonclassical Character of the Field

In order to obtain other quantum measures to characterise the nonclassical states of

light when both 5 and Q are positive, we have examined the inequalities in terms of the

higher order moments of P distribution. We first consider phase insensitive nonclassical

characteristics. We derive the inequalities which the higher order moments of a classical

distribution Pci{oc) obey. Let mn be the n-th order moment of the intensity distribution

mn = {amnan) = / P{a)a"nan . (4.14)

Let / ( a ) be a function

f(a) = co + Cla
ma + c2a'2a2 , (4.15)

where c's are arbitrary coefficients. We construct the quadratic form

l+Jc;Cj . (4.16)
i,J=O
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The quadratic form(4.16) is always found to be positive which follows from the fact that

Pci{ct) is a classical probability distribution. Eq.(4.15) can be written in a matrix form

as
m 2

.m2 m3 m 4 .

The positiveness of the quadratic form implies that the above matrix should be positive

definite. Now the matrix n

det

is positive definite if

1 mx

n,i m 2

det m(3) > 0 .

> 0 ,i.e. Q > 0 , (4.18a)

(4.186)

Thus the positivity of Pci(ct) is a new condition that detm'3* > 0, where the higher

order moments of Pci(o:) are involved. A generalization of the above arguments shows

that for a classical distribution all the matrices m ^ defined by

/ 1 mi m2 . . . mn_i \

m.2

\m»-i

(4.19)

should be positive definite

Now we apply the above results to the quantized electromagnetic fields. Here the

moments mn will be expressed in terms of expectation values of normally ordered field

annihilation a and creation «* operators.

mn = P{a)\a\2nd2a . (4.20)



Chapter-4: New Criterion to Test Non-classical Nature of Light 57

Applicability of the result (4.18) implies that the underlying distribution P(ot) will exhibit

nonclassical properties

if Q > 0 but detm(3) < 0 . (4.21)

Supposing one has a situation such that

Q > 0 , det m(3) > 0 . (4.22)

Then one can examine inequalities in terms of moments which are still higher than those

given in (4.21),i.e.,

detm(4) < 0 , (4.23)

to say that the field has nonclassical properties. When even this does not work then one

has to examine the negativity of still higher order matrices m^\ m^ etc.

We consider the case when n = 3.

For a coherent state, the det m^3' turns out to be

1

detm<3> =

a? \a\*

ar a
\a\4 \a\e \a

(4.24)

which is equal to zero, whereas for the most nonclassical state namely the Fock state \N)

1 N N{N-l)

det m(3) = N

N{N -

N{N - N(N - -2)

- 2) N(N - \){N - 2){N - 3)

= -2N2{N-l),

(4.25)

which does not have a lower bound. Thus it would be useful to introduce a normalized

quantity so that it is bounded by —1. For this purpose we introduce ^n , the analog

of mn, formed from the moments of the photon number distribution p(m), which gives
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the probability of finding m photons in the field, rather than the moments of the P(ct)

distribution.

/*(B) = {{tfa)n) = J2p(m)mn i (4-26)
n—o

and we construct the matrix ^ similar to matrix m^n) given by (4.19) by the replacement

m-n —* ^n- Clearly /rn ' are positive definite matrices. As the photon number distribution

p(m) for any state \ip) is given by

p(m) = |(m|V)r , (4.27)

which is always positive.

For a Fock state |Ar),det//(n) = 0 if N > 1. As a measure of nonclassical property we

introduce the quantity

n det/*H-detm(") ' V '

Clearly it can be seen that for a coherent state |a), An is equal to zero and for a Fock

state |JV), An = — 1. It follows from this that the nonclassical region corresponds to

0 < An < - 1 . (4.29)

Therefore we could use the parameter An to test the nonclassical character whenever the

parameter Q fails to signify nonclassical character.

In an analogous way we can obtain quantitative measures for studying the nonclassical

properties which are phase sensitive. We introduce a quantity

qn = (:(ac* + a tc-") n : ) , (4.30)

and define the matrices r/n) which can be obtained from the matrices m(n) in Eq.(4.19)

by replacing mn by qn which is defined in the above equation. For a classical distribution,
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the matrices <jr(n) should be positive definite. For n = 2

(: {aet6 + a^-td) :> {: (ae1* + ah'i6)2 :

The above equation is non positive definite when

det q{2) < 0 ,

i.e.,

(: (ae'e + a V " ) 2 :> - (: (aeld + a V " ) :)2 < 0 , (4.32)

which is equivalent to the requirement that the parameter 5 is negative. Thus the

nonpositive definiteness of the q^ matrices implies that the field possess phase sensitive

nonclassical properties.

4-3. Examples

In this section we present few examples of states of the radiation field for which the

new criterion developed in the previous section can be successfully applied for character-

ising the nonclassical properties.

(i) Radiation field in the photon added thermal states

The density matrix for this state is given by (see Chapter 2, Eq.2.40)

A = L_^—a t m e - A d t a a m , (4.33)
p m!(l + n ) 1 + m V ;

where m is an integer and n, the average photon number the thermal field, n = (e — I)"1 .

In Chapter 2 we have calculated the Q parameter and the P function for the field in

the above state. It is found to be (see Chapter 2, Eqs. (2.50) and (2.59) respectively).

»»(l + m ) - m 3
V i(l+) +
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The condition for the existence of sub-Poissonian statistics can be deduced straight

forwardly from Eq.(4.34). It is found to be

n < . / ^ I . (4.36)

y 1 -f m

The behavior of Q parameter as a function of n for different values of m and P function

for range of values of n is given in Figs.(2.6) and (2.7) respectively of Chapter 2. We can

see from the Fig. (2.7) that P{a) still takes negative values even if the above condition

is violated. Also note that the state (4.33) does not show any squeezing (see Chapter 2

Eq.(2.45)). Thus for n > J^f^ \Q > 0 and S > 0 implying that there should be some

other quantity which tells that the field is nonclassical. We calculate the parameter A3

defined in previous section, for the state (4.33). In Fig.(4.1) we show the behavior of

both Q and A3. One can see from the figure that eventhough Q becomes positive, A3 is

still negative indicating that the field still possesses nonclassical characteristics.

(ii) Schrodinger Cat State

Here we consider a state

|</>) =X(\ae'e/2) + \ae-t9/2)) , (4.37)

formed by the superposition of two coherent states which has a phase difference of 0

between them as shown in the Fig. (4.2). The coherent states \ae±>6/2) are given by

co m

% ) , (4.38)e

where \m) is a Fock state. The normalisation constant j\f has the form

= [2 + e-l° |a(exp(MV) + c.c)}-1 • (4.M)
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The above state j^) can be called as Schrodinger cat state which is a quantum super-

position of macroscopically distinguishable states. Due to the quantum interference the

properties of such superposition of coherent states are very different from the properties of

the individual coherent states. For instance, the Schrodinger cat state exhibits squeezing

[6,7], higher order squeezing [8], sub-Poissonian photon statistics [7] and oscillations in

the photon number distributions [7]. There have already been proposed several schemes

to produce the state. The nonlinear interaction of the field in a coherent state with a

Kerr-like medium can produce Schrodinger cat state [9, 10]. Another possible way would

be through the unitary evolution of the field initially in a coherent state interacting with

the two level atoms [11-13].

The normally ordered moments (auan) for the field in the state (4.37) are calculated.

a\2ete) + c.c}} , (4.40)

H V ' ) + c.c.}] , (4.41)

\a\2et8) + c.c.}} , (4.42)

(at4a4) = Ar>|8[2 + e-lQl2{e.rp(4^+|a|Ve) + c.C.}] . (4.43)

The relation between the normally ordered moments (a tnan) and the moments of the

number distribution ((a^a)n) can be expressed by means of their respective generating

functions which are related by [14]

(exp(xata)) = (: exp(ata(ex - 1)) :) . (4.44)

On comparing the coefficients of x in the power series expansion of the above equation

we get the relation between ((aUi)k) anc l (: («f«)fc '•)• Thus

Hi = (4.45)
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i ••*-...-.

y = m 1 + m 2 , (4.46)

^3 = m1 + 3m2 + m3 , (4.47)

/x4 = mi + 7m2 -f 6m3 + m4 . (4.48)

We calculate both the Q and the A3 parameters for the state (4.37) using equations

(4.40)-(4.48). We show in Fig.(4.3) how these parameters vary with change in 6 for

a = 8. We see that the quantity «43 becomes negative for the range of 0 values where Q

is positive thus indicating the nonclassical character of the state (4.37).

(iii) Radiation Field in the Micromaser Cavity

The micromaser [15-18] consists of a superconducting microwave cavity (cavity made

from pure niobium) with a high quality factor, Q{3 x 1010). A low velocity beam of

Rydberg atoms (atoms with a valence election in a highly excited orbit having extremely

large dipole moments for transitions to neighbouring levels) are injected inside the cavity

at such a low rate that at most one atom at a time is present inside the cavity. While an

atom is inside the cavity the coupled atoms field system is described by Jaynes Cummings

Hamiltonian and for the intervals between the successive atoms the evolution of the field

is governed by the master equation of a harmonic oscillator interacting with a thermal

bath. This is under the assumption that the transit time is much smaller than the

relaxation time in the cavity.

At time *,, an atom with density matrix pa enters the cavity containing the field in

the state p/(ti) so that the density operator of the combined system is simply the tensor

product of pf{tt) and pa i.e., p(tt) - pa Q pj(ti). After the interaction, the state of the

system is

f f ' H r ) . (4.49)
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The time evolution operator U(t) = exp(-iHtfh) is easily found from the Jaynes Cum-

mings Hamiltonian for the interaction of an atom with a single mode field

H = ]-huj0Sz + hujtfa + hg(S+a + S'a^) , (4.50)
Li

where %u0 is the energy difference between the two atomic levels, g is the atom-cavity

coupling, a and a) the field annihilation and creation operators, u the frequency of the

cavity field mode and S^S* are the Pauli spin operators. Here we assume that cavity

mode frequency coincides with atomic transition frequency, i.e., UJ = UJO.

After the interaction time r, when the atom leaves the cavity the field is left in the

state described by the reduced density operator.

= Tra{U(T)p(tt)U\r))

, (4.51)

where Tra denotes trace over the atomic states and T(T) is the time evolution operator

of the field over the time r the atom stays in the cavity. In the interval t; + r at which

the next atom is injected, the field evolves at the rate 7 = UJ/Q (photon damping rate)

towards a thermal steady state which can be described by the standard master equation

[14]

= ( | ) ( l + nfe)(2ap/a
t -aa*pf - pfaav)

+ (l)nb{2a*pja- aa^apj - pjaa}) . (4.52)

where L, is the Liouville operator, has a simple structure L = -i[H, ] and nb is the

average number of thermal photons in the cavity.

At time ti+l the field is therefore described by density matrix

) = exp(Ltp)T(T)f>f(ti) , (4-53)
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where tp = t,+1 — ti — r is the time interval between atom i leaving the cavity and atom

i + 1 entering it. Suppose the field density matrix is initially diagonal in the Fock state

and the atoms without initial coherence are injected inside the cavity, then the reduced

density operator of the field remains diagonal during the interaction. The probability

distribution (n\pf\n') = pn8n<n> can be obtained from Eq.(4.51) as

pn(tt + r) = (1 - Xn+I)pn{ti) + \nPn-i{ti) , (4.54)

where An = sin2(y>/nr). The field remains diagonal during its decay so that the master

equation (4.52) can be restricted to its diagonal elements.

Pn = l{nb + l)[(n + l)pn+i - npn] + -ynb[npn-i - (n + l)pn] . (4.55)

The equation (4.53) can be further simplified by assuming that the time intervals of the

injected atoms obey Poissonian statistics with mean spacing 1/r between events, where

r is the atomic flux. The distribution is given by

P{tp) = rexp{-rtp) . (4.56)

The field density matrix as given by Eq.(4.53) is then averaged over the above distribu-

tion, so that it can now be written as

pf(tt+1) = (I - ^)-lT(Typj(ti) . (4.57)

At steady state pf{ti+i) = Pj{U) = pj,,t- Then the above equation becomes

(1 - -)Pf,t = T(T)pfM . (4.58)

r

Using (4.54),(4.55) and (4.58) we get a three term recursion relation for the probability

distribution pn = (n\pj,3t\n), as follows

Sn = Sn+l , (4.59)
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with

r
Sn = -Xnpn-i i - («b + l)npn . (4.60)

It is well known that the physical condition for the density matrix of the field be normal-

isable implies that the probability distribution pn -> 0 faster than 1/n (divergent series)

for n -> oo. Hence, in the above equation Sn -> 0 for n —> oo and from Eq.(4.54) it is

obvious that Sn = 0 for all n. The ratio of the successive probability number distribution

pn can then be obtained from (4.60), i.e.,

n = 0 ,

or

[l + — ] Pn-i ,n = l , 2 , - . . .
j

(4.62)

Eq.(4.62) can also be written as

n v
for n > 1, where the probability p0 is determined by the normalization condition

(4.63)

n=0

The Q parameter has been calculated for this field [16]. It is found that for certain

range of parameter values the Q parameter is positive. We calculate the parameter A3 as

defined in Section 4.2 (Eq.(4.28)), using (4.63). The normally ordered moments (a1kak)

can be expressed in terms of moments of the number distributions using Eqs.(4.45)-(4.48).

Fig.(4.4) shows the Q parameter and the parameter A3 as a function of (jTyJr/f. We

find that the parameter A3 is negative for gr^jr/f in the range ir to 57T eventhough the

Q parameter becomes positive. Thus the field remains nonclassical for gryjr/i in the

range w to 5v eventhough there is no signature of the sub-Poissonian nature of the field.
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The intrinsic quantum nature of a radiation field manifests itself in the violation of

some classical inequalities. This violation is possible only if we allow the P distribution

function to assume negative values, which is only possible in the quantum world. Squeez-

ing and sub-Poisson photon statistics are the two well known features which characterises

the nonclassical field. These are expressed in terms of lower order moments of P func-

tion. We have developed a new criterion involving higher order moments of P function

to characterise the nonclassical properties of the field which is especially useful when the

field does not exhibit squeezing and sub-Poisson statistics. We have demonstrated the

utility of this criterion by applying it successfully to study the nonclassical properties of

the field in the photon added thermal state, in Schrodinger cat state and the field pro-

duced in the micromaser cavity. Other applications of this criterion will be considered in

Chapter 5.
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Fig. 4 .1. The parameter Q (solid curves) and ^3 (dashed curves) as functions of
average photon number n and for m (a)=2, (b)=5. For n > Jm/(l + m), the parameter
Q becomes positive but the parameter A3 still continues to be negative implying that
the field is still nonclassical.
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Fig. 4.2. The Schrodinger cat state \ip > (Eq.(4.37)) can be visualised by two circles of
radius unity displaced by an amount \/2a from the origin and having an angle 0 between
them.

Fig. 4.3. The parameter Q (solid line) and A3 (dashed line) as a function of 0.
Schrodinger cat state for a=&. It is interesting to note that A3 is negative in the range
of 0 values where Q is positive.
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- 1

Fig. 4.4. The parameter Q (solid line) and A3 (dashed line) as a function of the pump
parameter 9 = grJr/^ and for r/f=2QQ and black body photon number nb = 0.1.



Chapter 5

TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE NONCLASSICAL STATES BY AN

OPTICAL AMPLIFIER

It is well known that the statistical properties of a light field are modified by a linear

amplifier [1]. When a signal passes through an amplifier it is modified in two ways: Firstly

the amplitude of the signal gets amplified, Secondly, noise is added to the signal which

can be either phase sensitive or phase insensitive. Here we shall consider only phase

insensitive optical amplifier. The ultimate lower limit on the amount of noise which is

added is dictated by the quantum mechanics. This has led to considerable amount of work

on the quantum properties of optical amplifiers [2-6]. The added noise is of particular

concern when one wants to amplify a nonclassical state of the electromagnetic field. If too

much phase insensitive noise is added to such a state it loses its nonclassical character.

One finds that for sufficiently high gain all nonclassical input states will become classical

at the output, because the amount of noise added increases with the amplifier gain. In

particular, when the incoming field exhibits nonclassical properties such as sub-Poissonian

statistics or squeezing, then these features can be lost after amplification when the gain

is too high.

The question of transformations of the nonclassical states of the electromagnetic field

by a phase insensitive optical amplifier has been examined in detail by Hong et al. [2]

They have derived limits on the amplifier gain that are necessary and sufficient for the

output of the amplifier such that

71
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(a) it continues to exhibit sub-Poissonian statistics if the input field is sub-Poissonian.

(b) it continues to exhibit squeezing if the input field is squeezed.

They have also obtained another limit in which all the nonclassical features of the output

state vanish i.e., the P function of the output has the properties of a classical probability

distribution. These two limits never coincide. Thus there is a domain of the amplifi-

er characteristics for which the output is neither squeezed nor exhibits sub-Poissonian

statistics but has a P function which is still nonclassical implying the existence of the

quantum effects other than sub-Poissonian statistics and squeezing. In such a situation

one has to search for physical quantities that have nonclassical characteristics. This is

what is done in this chapter.

In Section 5.1, we summarise the known characteristics of the optical amplifiers. In

Section 5.2 we consider an input field to be in nonclassical state like Fock state and

examine the limits on the amplifier gain for which the output remains nonclassical, by

using the new criterion which was developed in the previous chapter. We present physical

quantities which remain nonclassical in the region in which sub-Poissonian statistics and

squeezing have already disappeared, amplifier gain remaining below the threshold value

for all nonclassical features of the output field of the amplifier to be lost.

5.1 Linear Optical Amplifier

We consider a simple model of an optical amplifier. It can be modelled by a collection

of identical two level atoms with level spacing huj of which N\ atoms are in the excited

state and N2 atoms are in the ground state with N2 < Nx. The atomic transition has

a width which is large. The atoms interact through their electric dipoles with a single

mode electromagnetic field. The propagation of the field through the amplifier can be
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described by the density matrix equation [7-9].

dp / « A + « « + « , ->A A + \
TT- = — KN\ [harp — 2a'pa -j- paa,')

(5-1)

where a and a} are photon annihilation and creation operators and K is a coupling con-

stant. The field mode has been taken on resonance with the atomic transition. The

evolution of the field amplitude and number of photons can be obtained directly from

the equation (5.1) as

< a{t) > = exp{(Ar
1 - N2)nt} < «(0) > = G < n(0) > , (5.2)

< a!(t)a{t) > = exp{2(iV1 - N2)nt) < af(0)a(0) >

+ (K^W) • (5-3)

The quantity G gives the gain of the amplifier

= exp{(N1-N2)Kt} , (5.4)

and the last term in (5.3) represents the noise photon added by the amplifier. Note that

G depends on time t or the propagation length.

The time evolution of the density matrix can be obtained by solving Eq.(5.1). It is

however more convenient to work with quasiprobabilities like the P function and the Q

function. The behavior of the P function tells us when the state is classical or nonclassical

as discussed in the first chapter. We write the solution of (5.1) as the input-output

relation

p - I P(a)\a >< a\d2a ,

(>~a6 ' |2\ (5.5)
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Q = , - < a\p\a > ,

Qout(«) = /^a Q Q, n (a 0 )^( - | Q " Q o G | 2 } , (5.6)
J irm ^ m J

where

n = ( — — 1 (G — 1) , fh — -— -r—AG2 — 1) . (5-7)

Note that if all the atoms are in the excited state, then m —> 0. In such a case (5.6)

reduces to

Qout(a) = ~Qtn(a/G) = -L{?L\pin\?L) , (5.8)

and hence a simple scaling of the input Q function gives the Q function for the output.

Hong et al [4] have shown that the output of the amplifier exhibits sub-Poissonian

(squeezing) character if the input has the corresponding character provided the gain of

the amplifier satisfies
2Ni

They have further shown that all nonclassical features of the optical field at the output

are lost if

n/G2 > 1 , G2 > - 1 . (5.10)

The condition (5.10) is a sufficient condition. In the special case when Â 2 — 0> then

Eq.(5.10) leads to G —> oo whereas (5.9) becomes G2 < 2. Therefore from Eqs. (5.9) and

(5.10) one can see that there is a range of the amplifier gain below which the well known

nonclassical features such as sub-Poissonian statistics and squeezing disappear but which

itself lies below the gain at which the amplifier output must be nonclassical. A question

then arises as to whether there are any nonclassical properties other than sub-Poissonian

statistics or squeezing which survive in this range. We explore this point further in the

following section.
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5.2. Nonclassical Properties at the Output when Q Parameter is Positive

We answer the question raised in previous section by considering the input field in a

Fock state \n >. Note that this state is in a sense maximally nonclassical as far as the

photon number fluctuations are concerned. The Q parameter for the field in a Fock state

takes the minimum possible value equal to minus one. No functional form exists for a

P function for a Fock state, however it can be written in terms of derivatives of delta

function [10].

^2(^)n82(a) . (5.11)

The Q function however is well behaved and is given by

1 lal2ne~|a|2

Qi»(a) = i 1 ^ • (5-12)

The output Q function is obtained from (5.6) as

Q u t ( ) ^ / | o r p ( | |
ir'mnl J [ m

The antinormally ordered moments of the output distribution can be easily obtained

using (5.13) as

< a » a t p > = J d2aQ0Ut(a)\a\2p

= - r r / dla0 / dV— exp \ - a0 r ) .(5.14)

The integration over a plane can be done by making a transformation as (3 = a — aoG

and using

[ir/rmex?(-\0\2/s)<Pp = ^6nm . (5.15)

Then (5.14) reduces to

n!
(5.16)
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The normally ordered moment? can be obtained by using the relation between normally

and antinormally ordered moments [7]

r! \r

We next evaluate the P function of the output. The P function for the input is

|Q O | 2 f)2n

On substituting (5.18) in (5.5) we obtain

5.19)

which can be written as

irnnl dt,ndt

On using the identity [11]

G
n

. (5.20)

i=o

oo

i\
(5-21)

where L'j 3 is the associated Laguerre polynomial [12]

Eq.(5.20) is then reduced to

t («) =

e-\a\2/n Q2n

- a
n \n

n{n/G2 -

:-\c\2/n oo

irnnl ~~zo i\
1 ( '~]

xh n
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Note that if fi/G2 < 1 then P0Mt(a) is an oscillatory function of |a|2 and thus is negative

in certain regions. For n/G2 > 1, the function (5.23) has all the properties of a classical

probability distribution and is thus well behaved. This is in conformity with the result of

Hong et al. It is interesting to examine how the negative regions in (5.23) shrink as fi/G2

approaches unity. For this purpose we examine the zeroes of the Laguerre polynomials.

The zeroes of Ln(x) are given by [13].

.;2 F i2 - •? 1
r ( n ) C- Jo™ 1 i Join /c 94 \
Xm - 2(2n + l ) [ 1 + 1 2 ( 2 n + l H ' l '

where j o m is the m-th positive zero of the Bessel function Jo(.r) [13]. The first few zeros

of J0(x) are given by 2.40482, 5.52007, 8.65372 et. Clearly the zeros of the P function

get more and more separated as n/G'2 approaches unity. In the Fig. (5.1) we present the

behavior of the P function of the output for several values of the parameters Ni/ (Nx — Ar2)

and the amplifier gain so that output distribution is both nonclassical and classical.

We next answer the question - what is nonclassical in between the domain defined

by the inequalities (5.9) and (5.10). We make use of the new criterion developed in

the previous chapter. For this purpose we need to study the higher order moments of

the output distribution which is related to antinormally ordered moments as given by

Eq.(5.17). We calculate the parameter A3 defined by

det m(3)

4̂ ^1^1 (5.25)

det 771^' — det / i i J '

where m ^ is the matrix
1 7711 7712 "

m(3) = mi >n2 m3 , m p = < a t p a p > (5.26)

.m2 m3 m4.

and /i(3) is defined by (5.26) with mp replaced by ((ata)p) of the number distribution. In

previous chapter it was shown that the nonclassical region corresponds to 0 > .A3 > — 1.
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We also calculate Mandel's Q, parameter

= < a* . ' > - < gtg > '
< a'a >

In Figs. (5.2) and (5.3) we show the behavior of the parameter Q and A3 for a range of

the amplifier characteristics. These figures show the utility of the parameter A3 when Q

is positive but the underlying P function is still nonclassical.

In conclusion we have studied the transformations of the nonclassical states by a

phase insensitive optical amplifier. We have derived the physical characteristics which

are nonclassical in the region where the amplifier output does not exhibit either squeezing

or sub-Poissonian statistics. This characteristics is obtained by using the new criterion

developed in the previous chapter. We considered the transformation properties of the

Fock state which is maximally nonclassical. The other nonclassical states of the field

can be treated similarly because it is well known that for an input field in a state such

that its Q function is Gaussian then the output of the amplifier is also characterised by

a Gaussian Q function.
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Fig. 5.1. The distribution Pout{x) at the input of the amplifier (Eq.(5.23)) as a function

of \a\ with (a) —— = 1.5, G2 = 1.5, (b) — = 2 , G2—Z. Note that the actual values

in the curves (b) and (c) are 1/10-th andl/100-th times respectively of those shown. The
input field is considered to be in a Fock state with 10 photons.
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Fig. 5.2. The parameter Q (solid curves) and A3 (dashed curves) as a function of the

amplifier gain G2 for ^ _! (a) = l, (b) = 1.2. The number of photons in the input field

is taken to be 10.

Fig. 5.3. Same as in Fig. 5.2 <>xct-pt for ———=•>
A , - .Va



Chapter 6

QUANTUM PHASE DISTRIBUTION IN NONLINEAR OPTICAL

PHENOMENA

In quantum theory the problem of correct definition of phase operator of a single mode

electromagnetic field has a long and contentious history. It has provoked many discussions

and controversies. In classical coherence theory, to deal with fluctuating fields, one

introduces a distribution Pc/(|a|e"^) for the complex field amplitude a.

a = yfle1* , (6.1)

where / (= |Q|2) is the intensity of the field and y its phase. The phase distribution

is then naturally obtained from Pci(\a\elip) by integrating over the amplitude \a\ of the

field.

When the single mode classical field is quantised, a becomes an operator. Thus

the analogue of (6.1) in quantum mechanics is, the separation of the operator a into

product of amplitude and phase operators. The amplitude of the field is proportional

to the square root of the photon number operator. But the question is how to define

the phase operator? In the published literature one can find several descriptions of the

phase operator [1-5]. The main considerations are that the quantum mechanical phase

should have the same significance as the classical phase in the appropriate limit and that

the phase should be associated with a Hermetian operator so that in principle it is an

observable quantity.

82
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Dirac's [1] attempt to construct a Hermetian operator <p in the analogy with classical

phase through a polar decomposition of the annihilation operator as d = etlfiy N did not

succeed because of the one sided boundedness of the eigenvalue spectrum of the photon

number operator N. Since then Susskind and Glogower [2], Carruthers and Neito [3],

Pegg and Barnett [4] and Shapiro and coworkers [5] have made significant contributions

to this topic. Susskind and Glogower introduced a one sided unitary decomposition of the

phase operator which has been extensively used in variety of problems in quantum optics.

Shapiro et al introduced phase measurement statistics through the quantum estimation

theory. Pegg and Barnett carried out a polar decomposition of the annihilation operator

a la Dirac in a truncated Hilbert space of dimension 5 + 1 and defined a Hermetian phase

operator 6S in this finite dimensional space.

Effi^l- (6-2)

where the state \63
k > is given by

\9l > = - J = £ exp(m |̂n > • (6.3)

In this procedure, given a state \4> > in the infinite dimensional Hilbert space, one first

computes, the expectation value < T/>,.S|/(0)|0,S >, where the state |V>,s >. denotes the

restriction of the state \4> > to the s + 1 dimensional space. The limit 5 —• oo is taken at

the end. However, it does not turn out to be possible to interpret the resulting expression

as the expectation value of a function / of a Hermetian operator 0 in the state |T/> > in

the infinite dimensional Hilbert space [6] i.e.,

What does seem to be possible is to associate a phase distribution V{9) to a given state

|t/' > such that the average of f(9) with respect to V(0) reproduces the results computed
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via the Pegg-Barnett schemes

1 r2n

Thus, it appears to be more sensible and computationally advantageous to describe the

quantum mechanical phase via a phase distribution rather than through a phase operator,

a view which has been strengthened by the work of Shapiro et al [5,7] where it has been

shown that phase measurements can be properly described via the positive operator

valued measures investigated by Helstrom [8]. It is this point of view which we adopt in

this chapter in investigating the quantum mechanical phase properties of the nonlinear

phenomena like phase conjugation and propagation of field through an optical fiber.

This chapter is organised as follows. The definition of the phase distribution V(9)

which one may associate to a given density operator is given in Section 6.1. We briefly

discuss its relation to the work of Susskind and Glogower and also consider some illustra-

tive example in this section. There are numerous nonlinear optical phenomena [9] which

involve changes only in the phase of the electric field, and practically no changes in the

amplitude. Two well known phenomena which fall in this category are phase conjugation

and propagation in an optical fiber. While the phenomena of phase conjugation involves

reversal of the phase of the input field, an optical fiber produces a continuous change

in the phase of the signal as it propagates along the fiber. The evolution of the phase

distribution associated with the field as it propagates through an optical fiber is consid-

ered in Section 6.2. Section 6.3 contains an analysis of the phase conjugation phenomena

with V(6) taken as the basis for a quantum mechanical description of phase. In Section

6.4, we briefly discuss another probability distribution for phase, Vw(0), based on the

Wigner function which can be used for discussing the quantum mechanical phase and

compare it with V{0) defined in Section 6.1.
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6.1. Quantum Mechanical Phase Distributions

We consider a single mode electromagnetic field. Let a and a) be the annihilation

and creation operators satisfying the usual bosonic commutation relations [a,<r] = 1.

We introduce the state \6 > defined, in terms of the number states \n >, as

oo

\9>= f> i r i ' |n> . (6.6)

These states play an important role in what follows. They are related to the Susskind-

Glogower phase operator 6 = elB as follows

e?9 = b = {l+aia)-
l/2a . (6.7)

Using number ket expansions of a^a and a we have

6 = f>xn + l| . (6.8)

A

The eigenstates of b

is easily obtained by substituting (6.8) in (6.9). So that

oo

|/9 >= (1 - |/?|2)1/2 f > > > • (6-
n=o

These states are normalised, nonorthogonal and with finite average photon number,

(6.11)

Eq.(6.11) indicates that there will be singularity in the limit \(3\ -> 1. But if we suppress

the normalisation factor (1 - |/*|2)1/2 from Eq.(6.10), then Eq.(6.10) goes over to Eq.(6.6)

in the limit \/3\ -> 1,

\f3>= Y,e'n9\»>= \0> ^with/^ = \(3\eie . (6.12)
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The states \9 > are non normal^sable and nonorthogonal.

= 7 r < 5 ( 0 ' - 0 ) - - C o t ( 0 ' - 0 ) + - , (6.13)

where
-1, n < 0

sgn(n) = <0, n = 0

. 1 , n > 0
is the signum function.

The states \6 > form a overcomplete set and yield the following resolution of the identity

1 /•27T 1 OO OO -27T

— / d0\0><0\ = -^TT d6e*n-m)e\nxm\

= £ \n >< n\ = I . (6.14)

The time evolution of the states \0 > under the free evolution of the radiation mode is

rather simple

{ * } > = \9 - ut > . (6.15)

Further, the expectation value of the electric field

E= i (ae-iu* + aV") , (6.16)

in the state \9 > is found to diverge.

1 OO OO

< 0\E\0 > = ^ E E < n\he~%^ + a^^'lm > e^m~n)e

oo

-ujt) . (6.17)

Thus the wave is a superposition of an infinite number of waves of different amplitudes

corresponding to all the different values of n. However each supplementary wave has the
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same frequency u) and phase 9 so that the nodes of the composite wave occur at well

defined position (nodes occur whenever cos(0 — ui) = 0 in 6.17).

We use the states \9 >, to associate, to a given density operator />, a phase distribution

V{0) as follows

V(9) = ^-{0\p\0) , 0 < 6> < 27T , (6.18a)
27T

= _L y Pmne
l(m-n)e , (6.186)

" m,n=o

where we assume that the sum in (6.18b) converges. The V(9) as denned in (6.18) is

manifestly positive, owing to the positivity of p, and is normalized

[^ d0V{9) = 1 ,V{9) >0 . (6.19)
Jo

Examples

We now consider several states of the field and compute the corresponding phase

distributions.

(a) Incoherent States

For the density operator
oo

p = £ P n | n > < n | , (6.20)

which includes Fock states as special cases, V{0) is found to be

V(9) = J- . (6.21)
L'K

Thus the phase distribution is, as expected, uniform.

(b) Coherent States

For the coherent states \a>,a- \a\et9°, the phase distribution V{0) is found to be

1
V(0) = - (6.22)



Chapter-6: Quantum Phase Distribution in Nonlinear Optical Phenomena 88

which may alternatively be written as a Fourier series

W) = ~ ( l + 2 f; cp cos p(0 - 0O)\ , (6.23)
w7r V p=i /

where the coefficients cp are given by

^fJ fg tU-W. • ,6.24)

The summation in (6.24) involves the square root of a Poisson distribution. For large

|a|2, we may use the Gaussian approximation for a Poisson distribution [10]

(6.25)

and evaluate the sum in (6.22) to obtain the following approximate Gaussian form for

V{9)

V{6) » (2|a|27r)-1/2 exp(-2|a|2(0 - 90f) . (6.26)

In Fig.(6.1), we have plotted V{9) given by (6.22) for various values of |a|2. It has a peak

at 9 = 0O and, as expected, becomes progressively narrower as |a|2 increases. The phase

distribution for V(0) for the two photon coherent state has been calculated and studied

by Schleich et al [11]. It is found to be

"-25a2' e
2

. (6.27)
ir(s + 1) ~"r [ s + 1

Here s(> 0) and a denotes the squeeze and displacement parameter, respectively. Finally

note that Shapiro et al [7] have constructed special state of the field given by

^>= A 5 o ^ T T | n > ' (6/28)

which gives minimal errors in phase measurements.
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(c) Pair Coherent States

Next we consider the pair coherent states [12-14] which are produced in a nonlinear

medium under conditions involving competition between several nonlinear processes like

four-wave mixing, two photon absorption and amplified spontaneous emission [14].

The pair coherent state |(,0 > with ( = lCle'*°i a r e defined by

ICO > = , V £ ^ | n ,n > ,,V = [7O(2|C|)]"1/2 , (6.29)
n=o n-

where Io is the modified Bessel function [15] of order zero and |n,ra > are the Fock

states for the two modes. The phase distribution V{0u02) defined by the two mode

generalisation of (6.18)

iOWOh) , (6-30)1 w
is found to be

n m n\m\

M2

t(n-m)(go-e,-g2)

2|C|cos(0o-0i-02)} • (6-31)

Considered as a function of 0x + 92, this distribution is known in statistical literature as

the von Mises distribution [16]. Its range extends from 0 to AK. A noteworthy feature of

^(01*02) given by (6.31) is that the sum of the phases 0x + 92 is locked to the phase of

£. Further, each mode by itself is uniformly distributed.

V(0x) = I** d02V{0u02) = ^~ • (6-32)
Jo 27T

The phase distribution for the pair coherent states |(, q > has also been recently discussed

by Ganstog and Tanas [17] using the Pcgg-Barnett scheme.
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(c) Pair Coherent States

Next we consider the pair coherent states [12-14] which are produced in a nonlinear

medium under conditions involving competition between several nonlinear processes like

four-wave mixing, two photon absorption and amplified spontaneous emission [14].

The pair coherent state |£,0 > with £ = \£\ei9°, are defined by

|C,0>= Arjr£-\n,n> ,,V = [/o(2|Cl)]"1/2 , (6.29)

where Io is the modified Bessel function [15] of order zero and |n ,m > are the Fock

states for the two modes. The phase distribution V(6i,02) defined by the two mode

generalisation of (6.18)

J 9 2 ) , (6.30)62) =

is found to be

n\m\
i(n-m)(9o-9x~02)

2|C|cos(^-^-^2)} . (6.31)

Considered as a function of ^i + O2, this distribution is known in statistical literature as

the von Mises distribution [16]. Its range extends from 0 to 47r. A noteworthy feature of

'P{6\,62) given by (6.31) is that the sum of the phases 0x + 02 is locked to the phase of

£. Further, each mode by itself is uniformly distributed.

V{BX) = P d02V{Bu02) = J - . (6.32)
Jo Li*

The phase distribution for the pair coherent states |C,<7 > has also been recently discussed

by Ganstog and Tanas [17] using the Pegg-Barnett scheme.
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(d) Entangled States ^

We next consider the entangled state produced by a down converter [18]

|0 > = a|0,0 > +/?|1,1 >, |a|2 + \/3\2 = 1 , (6.33)

which has been extensively studied in the context of two photon interference [19]. The

phase distribution V(9X,92) corresponding to this turns out to be

V(9U 02) = —!— [1 + 2\a/3\ cos(^ - Bx - 92)] , - ^ = e~i{fi • (6.34)

For the entangled state

1,0 > +eIvi0,1 >) , (6.35)

encountered in the context of quantum beats, the phase distribution V(9i,02) is found

to be

V{9U 92) = -£— cos2 [(<p + dx - $2)/2] . (6.36)

It should be borne in mind that the entangled states and the pair coherent states

have no classical analogues. Yet the phase distribution V(9i,62) in both the cases is well

defined. However, a distribution like (6.34) as a function of #i + 92 is double peaked with

the peaks located at 9\ + 02 = ip and y> + 27T. Furthermore, there are strong correlations

between the two phase angles #i and 92.

6.2. Field Propagation Through an Optical Fiber

In this section we consider the dynamic evolution of the phase distribution associated

with the field as it propagates through a nonlinear dispersive element like an optical fiber.

Let a and a* denote the annihilation and the creation operators for the field. The

interaction Hamiltonia^ is given by

Hin = h\a*a2 , (6.37)



Chapter-6: Quantum Phase Distribution in Nonlinear Optical Phenomena 91

where the nonlinear coupling constant \ is related to the third order nonlinearity of the

medium. It is apparent from Eq.(6.37) that the photon number h = a}a is constant of

motion. The Heisenberg equation for a is obtained as

h{t) = -2ix^aa . (6.38)

Since h is a constant of motion, the solution to the above equation is

a(t) = exp(-2i\th)a(0) . (6.39)

The classical equation corresponding to (6.39) is

a{t) = exp(-2zx*|a|2)a0 . (6.40)

Thus classically the phase shift ipc — 2\t\a\2 is proportional to the intensity of the

electromagnetic field. In order to compute the corresponding quantum result, we assume

that the initial state of the field is in the coherent state \a >. Then the mean amplitude

is

a\a(t)\a > = a < a|exp(—2zx^)|a

= a{a\ae~2ixt)

p [ | | (6.41)

where we have used the relation

em\a>= \aet6> . (6.42)

There are two interesting features in this result. First, there is a decay (= |a|2sin2 \«)

of the mean amplitude. Second, there is a phase shift 4> = |a |2sin2\t . For small \ this



Chapter-6: Quantum Phase Distribution in Nonlinear Optical Phenomena 92

reduces to the classical result pc = 2\t\a\2 as given in (6.40). Thus quantum mechani-

cally, one finds that not only does the peak of the associated phase distribution shift, as

expected classically, but its width also progressively increases. This can be seen from the

following considerations.

The dynamical evolution of the density operator for the situation under consideration

is given by [20-23]

p = exp [-iX{aua2)t} p(0) exp {iX(ana2)t} , (6.43)

where \ is related to the Kerr constant of the medium. Kitagawa and Yamamoto [20] have

studied, at length, the phase space evolution of the Q function of the field as it propagates

through the fiber. The time evolution of the corresponding phase distribution is given

by

, t) = ^-Tr [p(Q) exp {iX (ana2) t}\6>< 8\ exp {-iX (ana2) t}] . (6.44)

For an initial coherent state

P(O) = \a |, a = (6.45)

V(0,t) is given by

a|exP{i(at2a2)r}|0

- H 2 , •
exp irn (6.46)

where r = \t- We have numerically calculated V(6,T) in (6.46) for small values of r.

The numerical results are shown in Fig. (6.2).

We observe that the phase distribution is single valued and also that the distribution
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shifts and broadens as the field propagates through the fiber. Thus, quantum mechani-

cally the phase not only shifts but also diffuses. Agarwal [23] has shown how the phase

diffusion can be measured by a Mach-Zehnder interferometer.

The behavior of the phase distribution in the long time limit is discussed in the next

chapter. It is found that the phase distribution splits into separate peaks indicating that

the field is in a discrete superposition of coherent states.

6.3. Optical Phase Conjugation

We next consider the phenomena of reflection from a phase conjugating mirror (PCM).

Classically, the electromagnetic field of phase <p and frequency UJ incident on the PCM is

represented as

Ei{r,t) = €{r,t)e^-iut + c.c. . (6.47)

Then the field after reflection from the PCM is transformed to

Er{r,t) = \S*{r,t)e-l*-xwt + c.c. , (6.48)

where A denotes the amplitude reflectivity of the PCM. Thus in classical treatment the

amplitude £ becomes £" after reflection from the PCM and phase ^p goes to — <p.

In quantum theory, a single mode field of frequency UJ incident on PCM is given by

-lwt + h.a. , (6.49)

where a denotes the photon annihilation operator of the incident field mode and c =

—i(hu>/2eoV)1/2 where to is the permittivity of free space and V is the quantisation

volume. The field after reflection from the PCM is represented as

Er(r,<) = c*6c-'^-'-" + h.a. , (6.50)
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where 6 denotes the annihilation operator for the reflected mode. The operators a and b

and their Hermetian adjoint a} and 6* obey the Bosonic commutation relations

[a^\ = [&,&f] = 1 . (6.51)

Thus, quantum mechanically the phase conjugation process cannot be described via the

relation b = Aa*, since this relationship is incompatible with the commutation relation.

Gaeta and Boyd [24] postulated that the field operators a and b are related through

b = Aaf + F , (6.52)

where F represents a noise operator that obeys the commutation relation

[F,Ft] = |A|2 + l , (6.53)

and satisfies the condition

(F) = (Ff) = 0 . (6.54)

Thus an input field in a coherent state \ao > is transformed by the PCM into a field with

a coherent amplitude a* and an additional noise photon. This noise photon added by

the PCM also affects the performance of an interferometer in which one of the mirrors is

replaced by a PCM[25]. Gaeta and Boyd have calculated the statistical properties of the

field generated by the PCM. They have shown that the P function for the light reflected

from a PCM is the same as the Q function for the input light i.e.,

Pout(a) = Qin{cf) (6.55)

Pout = jPout{a)\a><a\d2a , (6.56)

Q,-B(Q') = (a'\ptn\a') . (6.57)
#

Thus if the input field is in the coherent state \a0 >, then

Qin(a) = - exp{- | a -a o | 2 } ; Pin(a) = S2(a - a0) , (6.58)
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and hence

(a) = - e x p { - | a - a ; | 2 } • (6-59)
7T

Recall from the Chapter 2 that the P function associated with a mixture of a thermal

field with a mean number of photons n and a coherent field |Q0 > is given by

P(a) = - l exp(~ | Q " a ° | 2 } . (6.60)
irn [ n J

Thus the field reflected from a PCM can be viewed as a mixture of a thermal field with

n = 1 and a coherent field with amplitude ao. The density matrix associated with (6.60)

can be written as

P = E (i j"i)i+n^K)ln >< n\DHa0) , (6.61)

where D(ao) is the displacement operator given by

D{a0) = exp(aoat - a*oa) . (6.62)

Thus the density matrices for the input (6.58) and the reflected fields (6.59) are

pin = |a0 X ao\; hut = £ ^D«)\n X n\D\a'o) . (6.63)

The Wigner function for the state (6.61) is also given by (6.60) with n replaced by h + ^.

Thus the Wigner functions, denoted by 0, for the input field (n = 0) and the output field

(n = 1) are

4>in{o) - - e x p ( - 2 | a - Q 0 | 2 ) , (6.64a)
7T

^o«i(a) = ^ - e x p ( - ? | a - a : | 2 ) . (6.646)

Having obtained the density matrix for the output field, we can now calculate the

corresponding V(0). The phase distribution Vin{0) corresponding to p,n has already been
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calculated in Section 6.1. The phase distribution Vout{9) for the output field is given by

Vout(9) = ~(9\pout\9)
Z7T

1

2TT £?O 2n+

Writing a* = |ao|e"l5° and using the relation

e-™e(m\D(a:)\n)

= D{a'oe
10)10

(6.65a)

(6.656)

(6.66)

with /? = 0O, we may reexpress (6.65b) as

1 °° 1
V0UA9) = — y — (6.67)

where the matrix elements of £>(|a|) are given by

The relation (6.68) is easily proved by expressing Z)(|a|) in the normally ordered form

and then expanding the exponential in a power series.

Using (6.67) we have numerically computed Voui{0) for various values of \a\. The

results are shown in Fig. (6.3) where we have also displayed the phase distribution of

the input field for comparison. One finds that, after reflection from a PCM, the peak at

$ = $o goes to 6 = —90 and at the same time the output phase distribution also becomes

broader. The broadening is due to the photon added by the phase conjugate device.

For moderately large values |QO|, numerical computations reveal the following ap-

proximate relation between the output phase distribution and the phase distribution

Vcohi®, Q) f°r the coherent state characterized by ct

(6.69)
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Thus, relative to the input phase distribution, the peak height of the output phase

distribution is suppressed by a factor of \/3 and its width correspondingly becomes larger

by the same factor.

Using the Glauber-Sudarshan P representation (6.59) for pout given by (6.56) and

(6.65a), one obtains, for a coherent input field, the following alternative expression for

^ / { ; } ) | 2 . (6.70)

Noting that |(0|a)|2 is the phase distribution associated with the coherent state \a >, we

may rewrite (6.70) as

Vout(6) = i jd2aexp{-\a - a'o\
2}Vcoh{0,a) . (6.71)

This relation would be used in the next section to establish (6.69).

6-4- Comparison with a Phase Distribution defined via Wigner function

As noted in the introduction, the phase distribution for a classical field can be obtained

from the probability distribution Pci(a) for the complex field amplitude by integrating

over the strength of the field i.e., by

Vcl(0) = r \a\d\a\Pd(\a\et$) . (6.72)
Jo

The relation (6.72) can not be directly taken over into quantum theory owing to the

non-commutativity of a, and a*. This has led to various choices of quasiprobability dis-

tributions that can be used to characterise a quantum field. It might be tempting to

define a phase distribution in the quantum theory by using (6.72) with Pci{9) replaced

by one of the quasiprobability distributions. Then the question that naturally arises "is

which quasiprobability distributions is the most appropriate one to be used in (6.72). In
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order to examine this we go back to the Susskind-Glogower phase operator and consider

a situation where the field consists of a larger number of photons. In such a case, an

expansion of a and a* around (n)1/2 yields the following

) l / 2 . (6.73)

To this approximation, the phase operator is essentially the "momentum operator". This

suggests that a phase distribution can be defined in terms of the VVigner function since

it is natural to use the latter whenever the momentum distribution is to be studied.

We, therefore, examine the consequences of denning a phase distribution Vw(9) via the

Wigner function [26] $(a) as follows

Vw{9) = / \a\d\a\<S>{\a\el6) . (6.74)
Jo

Since the Wigner function is normalized over the entire complex plane

Id2a${a) = I™ I** \a\d\a\de${\a\elB) = 1 , (6.75)

one has

rddVw{9) = 1 . (6.76)
Jo

In fact, the phase distribution defined as above has often been used in quantum optics

in discussions of phase properties. It should, however, be borne in mind that like the

Wigner function Vw(0) is not necessarily positive. Thus, for instance, for the entangled

states (6.33), our calculations lead to

vw(6ue2) = i - [i + TTM|COS(^ -ex-e2)} , (6.77)

which is evidently not always positive. Inspite of this, we expect Vw(0) to provide

a description fairly close to that given by V{0) in situations where a large number of

photons are involved. For a coherent state \a0 >, (6.74) and (6.64a) yield

Vw(6) ='- f \a\d\a\ exp{-2|a - ao\
2} (6.78a)

IT J
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= ^ e x P {~2|«o|2 ( l r \ cos2(^ - 0O))} D-2 (\ap\ cos(0 - 9O)) , (6.786)

where D_p(z)'s denote parabolic cylinder functions [27].
*

Using (6.78a) we have numerically calculated the Vw(6) for a coherent state. The

results for moderately large values |ao | are shown in Fig.(6.4). In Fig. (6.5), we compare

V(9) and Vw{9) for a coherent state. We find that, while for large values of \ao\, the

two distributions are practically identical, differences arise when |ao | becomes small. We

would also like to note here that if instead of the Wigner function, we choose the Q

function Q{a) =< a\p\a >, then we obtain a phase distribution VQ(0) which, though

guaranteed to be positive, is found, on numerical evaluation, to differ considerably from

V(9) both for large as well as for small photon numbers.

Turning our attention to reflection of a coherent input field from PCM, using (6.64)

and (6.74), we can establish the following exact relation between V™(9) and V^t(9)

^ j (6.79)

The numerical results of Fig.(6.5) are of course consistent with the above relation.

We next give an alternate proof of (6.79) which also enables us to see the approximate

validity of (6.69). We note that the density matrix of the output can be written as

hut = - td2!]exP{-\(3-a0\
2}\!3><?\ , (6.S0)

x J

and thus the Wigner function of the output field is related to the Wigner function 4>(a, (3)

for a coherent state \f3 > via

*out(a) = - [d2l]exp{-\f1-a:\2}<!>(a,(3) . (6.81)
7T J
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The phase distribution V^JJS) can be obtained by substituting (6.81) in (6.74) which

then leads to

PZtW = lJd2aexp{-\a-a:\2}Vlv
oh(6,a) , (6.82)

where V™h(9, a) is the phase distribution associated with the coherent state \a >. Then

the relation (6.79) may be easily obtained from (6.82). That Vcoh{6) and Vout{9) should

be related as in (6.69) can be understood from (6.82) as follows. Comparing (6.71) and

(6.82) we find that 7^ (0 ) is related to V™h{0) in exactly the same way as V0Ut{9) is

related to Vcoh{9). Since the exponential in the integrand in (6.69) is peaked at a = a*,

the dominant contribution to the integral on the R.H.S. of (6.69) comes from Vcoh{0)

with a close to a*. Now, for reasonably large values of |ao|, we know that Vcoh{9) and

?>Mh(0) a r e practically identical. This then implies that, for large values of \ao\, owing to

the relation (6.79), Vout{9) must be related to Vin{6) as in (6.69).

In conclusion, we have denned a phase distribution V(9) which one may associate to a

given density operator. We have looked at the phase distribution associated with various

states of the field which have no classical analogues. We have investigated the quantum

mechanical phase distribution for the nonlinear optical phenomena like reflection from a

phase conjugate mirror and propagation of a coherent field through an optical fiber where

the classical theory leads to changes in the phase of the field. It is found that while the

peaks of the respective phase distributions exhibit the expected classical behavior, the

widths of the phase distributions undergo substantial changes due to quantum nature

of the field. We have also examined the question of defining phase distribution via the

quasidistribution like Wigner distribution. It is found that, for large photon numbers,

phase distribution defined via the Wigner function comes rather close to those defined

via the Susskind-Glogower decomposition. Experimental observation of phase distribu-

tion would be quite interesting. Shapiro and coworkers [5,7] have suggested methods
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which allows one to measure V(9) directly by relating it to a Hermetian observable in an

extended space consisting of the field and the detector system.
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Fig. 6.1. Plot of V(0) as a function of 9 - 0o for a coherent state (Eq.(6.22) with the
mean number of photon |a|2 (a) = 5, (b)=10 (c)=30 and (d)=50.
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- 4

Fig. 6.2. The phase distribution V(0, r) (Eq.(6.46)) for a coherent signal with the mean
number of photons |a|2=10, propagating through an optical fiber for the propagation
distances corresponding to r (a)=0, (b)=0.025, (c)=0.05 and (d)=0.1.

- 1

Fig. 6.3. The input P,n{9) (Eq.(6.22)) (solid curves) and the output Pollt{0) (Eq.(G.67))
(dashed curves) phase distributions for the reflection of a coherent input for a PCM. The
mean number of input photons has been chosen as 5 (curves (a) and (b)) and 20 (curves
(c) and (d)). The orgin of the 0 axis is taken to be at 60 for Vm{0) and at -0o for Vuut{0).
Here $0 = 0.
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Fig. 6.4. Plot of phase distribution Vw{6) defined via Wigner function (Eq.(6.78)) for
a coherent state with mean number of photons |a|2 (a)=5, (b) = 10, (c)=30 and (d)=50.

- 1

Fig. 6.5. A comparison of P{0) (solid curves) and Pw[0) (dashed curves) for a colicn-ut
state with mean number of photons |a | 2 =5 (curves (a) and (b)), and | a | 2 = l (curves (c)
and (d)).



^ \ Chapter 7

PRODUCTION OF SCHRODINGER KITTEN STATES IN A KERR

MEDIUM

Recently there has been a lot of interest in the properties of quantum states of the

electromagnetic field consisting of superposition of macroscopically distinguishable states

which are well known as Schrodinger cat states [1-5]. For example a state

|V> > = Cx\aeie > +C2\<*e-ie > (7.1)

has properties which are very different from the properties of the individual coherent

states. The state (7.1) is known to exhibit squeezing [5], sub-Poissonian statistics [5]

and other nonclassical properties of the field which were discussed in Chapter 4.. Several

schemes were proposed recently for the generation of the superposition states in various

nonlinear processes. It has now been realised that a state like (7.1) can be produced

by quantum non-demolition measurement [6], in two photon resonant Jaynes-Cummings

model (JCM) [7]. Brune et al [8] have discussed the possibilities of producing such states

with Rydberg atoms in microwave cavities. It is also known that the state (7.1) can

be produced by a single mode radiation field initially in a coherent state propagating

through an optical fiber[l,2,9,10].

In this chapter we consider a state which is a superposition of several coherent states

i.e., a Schrodinger 'kitten' state and discuss how this state can be produced in nonlinear

optical processes. In particular we consider a special class of states by superposing equally

107
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spaced states on a ring. >
N-l

•y I 2irtm//V ,_ (H O\

Here N is an integer greater than one. Note that coherent states in (7.2) differ in their

amplitudes by phase factors given by the JV-th roots of unity. One can easily verify that

the state \xp > in Eq.(7.2) is an eigenstate of aN for all values of Cm, i.e.,

m=o

= aN\y> ,as e2irim = 1 , (7.3)

where m is an integer. Thus the Schrodinger kitten state (7.2) is an eigenstate of aN.

These eigenstates are highly degenerate since Cm's are arbitrary [11]. The superposition

of states in (7.2) involves states which are nonorthogonal to each other which gives rise to

interference terms. Thus this nonorthogonality is responsible for many of the quantum

characteristics of the state (7.2) which in turn depends on the expansion coefficients Cm.

In Section 7.1, we show that the state (7.2) with specific values of Cm's can be

produced by a single mode coherent field propagating in a Kerr medium. The properties

such as phase distribution, quasiprobability distribution like Wigner function and Q

function, squeezing, quadrature distribution are discussed in Section. 7.2. In Section 7.3,

we show that discrete superposition of squeezed coherent states can be produced if the

input state is in a squeezed coherent state.

7.1. Superposition of Coherent States

The effective Hamiltonian [9] for the propagation of the single mode electric field in

a Kerr medium can be written as

/ / = hXa*a2 , (7-4)
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where % Planck's constant divided by 2TT,X is the third order nonlinear susceptibility of

the medium. Let the field initially be in a coherent state \a >. Then at time t the field

will be in a state.

MO > = expl—^— J \a>

= exp{-iXtN{N -l)}\a> , (7.5)

where N is the number operator a^a. We evaluate the state of the system at time

t = 7r/mx

{ } a > , (7.6)

where m is an integer.

The evolution operator

) ( 1 , (7.7)
m

has a very interesting periodic property which arises from the fact that the eigenval-

ues of the number operator N are integers. Thus the following results can be proved

straightforwardly using Eq.(7.7).

e x p ( — ( A r + m)(JV + m + l ) | = (-I)771"1 exp (—AT(AT - 1)} , (7.8)
m

exp ( — ( N + m)2} = (-l)mexp(—iV2} . (7.9)
I m J I m J

For odd (even) m we will make use of Eq. (7.8)((7.9)). The periodicity property can be

used to expand Um(t) as a Fourier series with exp((—2xiq)/m) as base functions i.e.,
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(7.10)
• i m i

q-0

for odd m and
-i*N2\ ^

exp < \ = \ - 2 * ^ 1 (7.11)
m J

for even m.

The coefficients in Eq.(7.10) and Eq.(7.11) are obtained by inverting these relations by

noting that
m - l

exp = me HO

q=o L m
and hence

m - l

Jo ~ p l
L m J I m

(7.13)

mf f ^ l { ^ ^ | (7.u)
m

Using Eqs. (7.6), (7.10) and (7.11) and the property

(7.15)

we can obtain the dynamical evolution of the coherent state.

m - l

|V>m > = Y, /,(o)|ocxp{-27rig/m} > m = odd , (7.16)
q=o

m - l

^ {(—2i7rq + i^)/m} > m = even . (7.17)

These are the special cases of (7.2) with expansion coefficients given by (7.13) and (7.14).

We have thus shown that superposition of coherent states or in other words Schrodinger

kitten state can be produced by the propagation of a coherent field through a Kerr
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medium provided that the propagation length and the nonlinear susceptibility of the

Kerr medium are such that

^ = - . (7.18)
c m

The coefficients /?
(o) and f^e) can be evaluated from (7.13) and (7.14) and these, in the

special cases, are given by

(a) m = 3

/!•> = ( ^ M ) ; /<"- = '-f ; /<»> = ( ^ ) . (719)

(b) m=4

Jo ~ h / / 3 l j

7.5. Nonclassical Properties of the Schrodinger Kitten States

The photon number distribution does not change i.e., it still remains Poissonian at

the exit of the Kerr medium. This follows from (7.5)

p(n) = |<n|V(0>|2 = \e-^n-l)(n\a)\* = |(n|a)|2 , (7.21)

thus the state (7.5) will exhibit Poissonian statistics and its Mandel's Q parameter will

be zero. Hence we examine the phase distribution V{9) associated with (7.5). The phase

distribution was discussed in detail in the previous chapter. This distribution is denned

by [12]

^ 2 £ ; in '|n > , (7.22)
2 7 r n=0

where \ip{t) > is given by equation (7.16) and (7.17). The phase distribution of the

output field will have multiple peaks. For example, using (7.16) we have

2

no) = —
i m— 1

(7.23)
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where

In the Fig. (7.1) we show the behavior of the phase distribution for m = 2,3,10. The

initial phase distribution breaks up into multiple peaks with peak positions located at

6 = ——- + arg a , for m = odd , . (7.24a)
m

— 27TG 7T
6 = \- arg Q H , for m = even . (7.246)

m m

The width of each of the peaks is determined by |a|2. In Fig. 7.2, we investigate

how sensitive the production of such a state is, to the precise value of the parameter

\t. We find (Fig. 7.2a) that the phase distribution in the immediate vicinity of say

\t = 7r/3 remains multipeaked. Further deviation from the value \t = TT/3 makes the

phase distribution oscillate rapidly around l/2x (Fig. 7.2b). In Fig. (7.3) we show the

behavior of the quadrature distribution P(x) for m = 3. Let |x > be the eigenstate of

the quadrature (a + a})jy/2. Then the quadrature distribution

P{x) = |(a#(<)>|2 , (7.25a)

with

>= f0 exp [-(x - 7(2)a)2

exp \-{x + ajs/2)2l2 - >/(3/2)iax -

/ ) 2 / 4 ] , (7.256)

where we have used (7.16) and the coordinate representation of the coherent state

^ ^ / ^ i 2 - y e ^ j . (7.26)

The coefficients / 0 , / i , / 2 are given by (7.19). The main peaks in Fig.(7.3) correspond to

y/2a and —a/\/2. The modulation around —o/\/2 arises from the complex exponential.
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We now turn to examine of the squeezing properties of the Schiodinger kitten state. The

field quadratures of the single mode field are given by

a —
x = * P = (7.27)

v/2 ' * ' y/2i '

Considering only the x quadrature, we calculate its fluctuations. When the field is in the

Schrodinger kitten state, i.e., we calculate the quantity

Sx = 2(Ax)2 = < x2 > - < x >2 , (7.28)

using (7.27), (7.16) and (7.17). For values of Sx < 1, the state (7.5) exhibits squeezing.

In Fig. (7.4), we plot Sx as a function of |a|2 for various values of m. It is found that

the state for m = 2 exhibits maximum amount of squeezing when compared to the states

obtained when m > 2.

Next we examine the phase space characteristics of the state (7.16) and (7.17). We

calculate the Q function defined as

(7.29)

For the state (7.16), we find

m - l

q = 0

(7.30a)

and for the state (7.17) we find

m - l

7 ( 1 - 1

(7.306)
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The result for m = 6 and |a|2 = 9 is displayed in the Fig.(7.5). We show both the Q

function as well as its contour plots. Similar contour plots have been obtained by Tanas

et al[10]. The contour plot shows the production of Schrodinger kitten states.

Next we calculate the Wigner function for the state given by Eqs.(7.16) and (7.17).

The Wigner function W(/3,/?*) is defined as the Fourier transform of the characteristic

function, C(£) [13],

Trf/iexptfot-ra)] , (7-31)

-2 [c(Z)exP((3e->3*Od2Z . (7.32)

Substituting (7.31) in (7.32) and performing the integral using Eqs.(7.16) and (7.17)

we obtain
9

/i0)V,(0)exp{-|a|
q—o

(3me(-2Ktq)/m + a*/3e{2mp)/rn - \fi\A\ m = odd , (7.33a)

= " E 4e)V,(e)exp{-|a|2(c<2^-'»/m + l)
^ q=o ^ ^ '

+2(a/3*e (-2 ' r i 9 + i 7 r ) / m+a^e ( 2 ' r x p-" r ) / m- | i9|2] | m = even . (7.336)

In Fig. (7.6) we plot the Wigner function for two values of m with |Q|2 = 4. This figure

shows the regions where the Wigner function is negative which arises because of the

quantum interference effects between the superposition of coherent states. The Wigner

function taking the negative values signifies the nonclassical behavior of the Schrodinger

kitten state.

7.3 Superposition of Squeezed Coherent States

We have so far considered the propagation of a coherent field through a Kerr medium.

Other states of the field can be similarly studied using the decomposition (7.10) and
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(7.11). Using our Eqs.(7.5-7.15) and considering squeezed coherent state as the input we

show below that the superposition of squeezed coherent states can also be produced in a

Kerr medium [14].

For example for odd m, applying the operator (7.10) on the squeezed coherent state

where

We obtain

|a , r >= 5(r)|a > ,

S(r) = exp f -ra}2 — -ra2 j .

m - l

9 r a 93

Making use of (7.5) and the transformation

exp(-i6a*a)S(r)exp(i0a*a) = S(re~2'6)

Eq.(7.36) can be rewritten in an elegant form as
m - l

(7.34)

(7.35)

(7.36)

(7.37)

(7.38)
q=o

Thus in the superposition of squeezed coherent state (7.38), not only the phase of the

coherent component change but the direction of squeezing also changes. In a similar

fashion one can write for |i/'m >s for even m.
m - l

(7.39)
q=o

We calculate the Q function for the state (7.39).

m - l

m - l

f e)

q=o

(7.40)
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where fi = ir(2q — l)/m. >

Using disentangling theorem [15], S(re~2lti) can be written in the normal order forn:m

as

.(7.41)

Substituting (7.41) in (7.40) and simplifying we find

cosh

m - l tanh (sec hr — \)n

' - I 0P Q , - w *

-—exp f - |a | 2 - I/3I2 - tanh ra2]
sn r >• Jcosh r

m - l

X f(
q

e) exp{- tanh re"2'M/9'2 + /Toe"^ sec /ir} (7.42)

In Fig. (7.7) we display the behavior of the Q function for the superposition of squeezed

coherent states for m = 6 and for various values of squeezing parameter r. The squeezing

characteristics of the individual states in the superposition are apparent from the contour

plots.

In conclusion, we have shown how a special class of Schrodinger kitten states can be

generated by a coherent field propagating through a Kerr medium. We have also shown

how superposition of squeezed coherent states can be produced if the field is initially in

a squeezed coherent state. As the kitten states are eigenstates of the m-th power of the

photon annihilation operator (am), hence by analogy to Ref. 7 where they have analysed

a scheme for production of Schrodinger cat state based on two photon Jaynes Cummings

model, the kitten states can be produced by considering multiphoton Jaynes-Cumniings
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model. It is also possible to consider higher order interactions like hx{^a)3 [16], or even

two mode interactions [17]. These would also produce Schrodinger kitten states.
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Fig. 7.1. The behavior of the phase distribution, V{6) for
(a) m=2, |a|2=(l) 10, (2) 20, (3) 40,
(b) m=3 and for the same values \a\2 as in (a),
(a) m=10 and for the same values of |Q|2 as in (a).
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Fig. 7.2. The dependence of the phase distribution, 'P(O) on the parameter \t for m=3
and |Q|2 = 10.

(a) For small deviation from TT/3, \t=([) TT/3, (2) TT/3+0.017 and (3) TT/3-0.017. Note
that V(9) still retains it shape.
(b) For large deviation from TT/3, \/=(l)7r/:i, (2)TT/3+0.085 and (3) T/3-0 .085: P{0)
oscillates rapidly around 1/2a".
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(b) 40.

The quadrature distributions P(x) (Eq.(7.25)) for m=3 and |a|2=(a) 10 and

Fig. 7.4. The fluctuations Sr in the x quadrature as a function of |o|* for in=(a)l, (b)2,
(c)3 and (d)l. The phase 9 — ^> is taken to be 0. <p corresponds to the phase of a.
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F i g . 7 . 5 ( a ) . The Q function, Q(i3,(im) (Eq.(7.30b)) for | a | 2 = 9 and m = 6 . (b) contour
of the Q function.
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(a)

(b)

Fig. 7.6. The VVigner function, W(l),0-) for |o|2=4 and m(a)=3 and (b)=4.
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Fig. 7.7(a). The Q function, Q(3, 3') (Eq.(7.42)) for | Q | 2 = 9 , m=6 and for the squeezing
parameter r = l , (b) contour of the Q function.



Chapter 8

PROBABILITY OPERATOR MEASURES FOR A PHASE DIFFUSING

QUANTUM OSCILLATOR

In this short chapter, we determine the distribution P(0) of the phase of quantum os-

cillator and then compare it with the corresponding phase distribution for a classical

oscillator. The diffusion process in classical physics is well understood. For example a

classical field of frequency u and phase <p can be written in the form

E — E €- ~\~ o*c (o«l)

Here the phase ip is a fluctuating quantity. For a single mode laser operat ing well above

threshold we assume tha t the ampli tude is stabilised and phase ip fluctuates wi th t ime,

(p can be taken to be Gaussian random processes with

(<p(t))=0 , (8.2)

and

{<p(t)<p(t)) = 2-y6{t -1') . ' (8.3)

where 7 is the diffusion constant. The spectral line shape of the field is Lorentzian with

a half width 7 [1]. Let Pci(<p,t) be the classical phase distribution function. The Fokker

Planck equation is then given by [1]

^ = 2 7 £ f t , ( V . O . (8-4)
at Of2

At t = 0,

- <po) . (8.5)
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Then using (8.5) in (8.4) we obtain the solution Pci{<p,t)

d2(
= exp(27t

^ ) E ciB(v"Vo> ' ° < ^ < 2 7 r (8.6)

where we have used
1 OO

** n = —oo

Eq.(8.6) can be rewritten in a more neater form as

1 OO

PciyPit) == — / exp(zn(iy? — ip0) — 2'ytn ) . (8-8)

We next consider a quantized single mode field with diffusing phase and steady amplitude.

We thus consider a quantum oscillator with Hamiltonian

H=u(t)tfa , ' (8.9)

with uj{t) = <p(t) and in units of h = 1. Here <p has the same properties as in Eq.(8.2)

and (8.3). That is, it is treated as a random quantity and it is delta correlated. If the

field at some initial time is in a coherent state |Q >, then the coherent state evolves with

respect to time as
rt

\a>—>\aexp-i u{t)dt> . (8.10)
Jo

The density operator of the field is then given by

p{t)= \ae~Mt) x a e - ^ ' l . (8.11)

Since <p(t) is fluctuating, it is meaningful to work with the ensemble average of p(t) over

these fluctuations of the phase tp. Expressing \ae~t{fi(t) > in terms of Fock states \n >,

Eq.(8.11) can be written as

n\ . (8.12)
n,m=o
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On using the Gaussian property of <p and Eqs.(8.2) and (8.3), the ensemble average of

p(t) becomes

n,m=o \/n\m\
<p(t)> = P(t)= £ e ' W 1 7 = f exp{- (n -m) 2

7 t } \m >< n\ , (8.13)

where we have used

(exp [-i(n - m) J* dt'u;{t')\) = exp
2

= exp[-(n - m)27i] . (8.14)

Having obtained the density operator of the quantum oscillator which is undergoing phase

diffusion, we now proceed to determine the distribution P(6, r), with r = 7*, of the phase

of the quantum oscillator. The phase distribution as defined in Chapter 6 is given by

P(0,T) = — (6\}\0) , (8.15)
27T

with

\6>=f^ein8\n> . (8.16)
n=0

And hence

_T emB-m9pnm , (8.17)
Z 7 r n,m=O

which on using (8.13) reduces to

-m

where a = |a|ete°. This is the result for the phase distribution for a quantum oscillator.

The question arises as to how the phase distribution (8.18) compares with the distri-

bution (8.8) for a classical oscillator. Note that the classical phase distribution (8.8) is

independent of the magnitude of the classical field whereas the quantum phase distribu-

tion depends on the average excitation iu the field. For large values of |a|, using Gaussian
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approximation for a Poisson distribution [2]

\a\2n _, |2 _ \-{n- \a\2)2

n\ 2|a|2

The expression (8.18) can be approximated as

(8.19)

pS^{W} ' (8-20)

with <72{t) = l/4|a|2 + 27*.

In Fig.(8.1) we plot quantum mechanical phase distribution given by Eq. (8.17). In

Figs.(8.2) and (8.3) we plot the classical phase distribution (8.8) and the quantum me-

chanical phase distribution^.18) for a fixed \a\2 and for different values of r (= 7*) and

for specific r and different values of |a|2 respectively. In Fig.(8.4) we show the quantum

phase distribution and compare it with the Gaussian approximation given by Eq.(8.19)

and the distribution (8.8) for the classical oscillator phase.

In conclusion, we have made a comparison of the distribution of the classical and

quantum oscillator phase. It should be borne in mind that the diffusion process itself is

classical in its origin. One may also consider what happens if the diffusion process itself

is of quantum origin. Such a situation indeed arises in the propagation of a single mode

electromagnetic field through a Kerr medium. This has been discussed at length in the

previous chapters (Chapter 6 and 7).
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2

Fig. 8.1. Quantum mechanical phase distribution (Eq.(8.18)) for |c*|2 = l and r (a)=0.05,
(b) =0.1, (c)=0.5 and (d)=l.

0.6

0.4 -

0.2-

0.0
- 2 \

Fig. 8.2. Comparison of the classical (E<i.(8.8)) and the quantum mechanical (E-
q.(l.l8)) phase distribution for |a|2 = l. Classical phase distribution corresponds to the
curves r (a)=0.05, (b)=0.1 and r (c) =0.05, (d)=0.1 corresponds to the quantum phase
distribution.
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0.0

Fig. 8.3. Comparison of classical and quantum phase distribution for r=0.05, (a)
corresponds to the classical phase distribution. It is independent of |c*|2. Curves (b), (c)
and (d) corresponds to the quantum phase distribution for |a|2=5, 10 and 30 respectively.

1.5 -

- 2

Fig. 8.4. Plot of classical phase distribution, (a); Gaussian appoxiination (Eq.(8.l9))
to the quantum phase distribution, (b); and quantum phase distribution, (c); for | Q | 2 = 5
and r=0.05.
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Appendix - A

QUADRATURE DISTRIBUTION FOR A TWO MODE

PAIR COHERENT STATES

Pair coherent states introduced recently by Agarwal [1,2], are the quantum states of the

two mode electromagnetic field which are simultaneous eigenstates of the pair annihilation

operator and of the difference in the number operators of the two mode field. The

quantum features of such states has been discussed by Agarwal[2] and has shown that they

exhibit remarkable nonclassical properties such as sub-Poissonian statistics, correlation

in the photon number fluctuations in the two modes, violations of the Cauchy-Schwarz

inequalities and squeezing.

If a and 6 are the two annihilation operators associated with the two modes, the

operator ab, acting on a Fock state, simultaneously annihilates photons of modes a and

b. Thus it can be referred to as the pair annihilation operator. The pair coherent states

are defined as eigenstates of the pair annihilation operator

where ( is a complex number and q is the degeneracy parameter, which can be fixed by

the requirement that \(,q > is an eigenstate of the difference in the number operators

for the two modes.

If the pair creation starts from vacuum, the paramater q will be zero. The state |(,",</ >

can be expanded in terms of Fock states as

,-n
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where Nq is the normalisation constant

-1/2

Iq{x) is modified Bessel function [3]. Eqs. (A1-A4) define the pair coherent states. In

this Appendix we derive the quadrature distribution for the pair coherent states.

We consider the case when the parameter q = 0. Then the state (A3) becomes

oo /'n
I ^ "^ ^ 1 / A ^ \

n=o ™"

We calculate the coordinate space wave function

oo ,-n
| , j, T ^ ^ ^ I

where, < x\n > is a harmonic oscillator wave function given in terms of Hermite polyno-

mials as

< x\n >= (2nn!>/5F)"l/2 Hn(x)e-*2/2 . (A7)

Here x and y correspond to

x =

The distribution Ppc(x,y) for the field in the pair coherent is then obtained from (A6) as

A two mode quadrature operator is defined by [4]

2\/2 2
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So we make a transformation

Z = X + Y , y = X - Y , (A12)

and substitute in (A9), The quadrature distribution Ppc(X,Y') is then

^Hn(X + Y)Hn{X-Y)CPPC(X,Y)= \T{-^-
2nn\2

' 413 )

In the Figs. (Al) and (A2) we plot the quadrature distribution Ppc(X,Y) for different

values of £. Clearly these figures showr that the quadrature X is squeezed. This squeezing

occurs because of the strong correlation between the a and 6 modes. This can be seen

analytically as follows. It is obvious from (A5) and (A10) that the mean value of X is

zero.

and

(V>|̂ 2|0) = -(0|a ta + 6t6+ l+aft + a ^ V ) . (A15)

Since the terms like (a2), (at2), (a^), • • • etc. goes to zero and

< a t , >=< p-b >= mf = \siMm ,(see ref,2,Eq.(2.8)).

Using the above result in (A15), < X2 > becomes,

l] , (-416)

with ( = iCie'*- When the asymptotic expansion [3] for /,,(z),(for large values of |C|)

, ( A 1 7 )
) \ 8:

is used, for the first term in (A16), i.e.,

M
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We get the asymptotic value for < X2 > as

. (A19)

Then from (A14)-(A19), the fluctuations in quadrature X in the asympotic limit is found

to be

Sx = 4(AX)2 =< X2 > - < X >2

i (A20)

= i for 0 = TT . " ' (A21)

Thus asymptotically 50% squeezing is obtained. It is interesting to note that if the

correlation between the a and b modes reduces the fluctuations in X then at the same

time the fluctuations in Y are enhanced.

>} , (A22)

(AY)2 = ( Az)2+ (Ay)2-2 [ < z y > - < £ > < £ > ] . (A23)

We now compare the quadrature distribution Ppc(X,Y) (A13) obtained for pair co-

herent state with that associated with the two mode squeezed vacuum state for the

parameter values which give rise to same amount of squeezing in quadrature X for both

the states. The two mode squeezed vacuum state [5] is defined by

^ ( ^ | > . (A24)

The two mode squeeze operator

5(r,v>) = exp [r(

is characterised by a real squeeze parameter r and an angle <p that determines the phase

of the squeezing. The fluctuations in the X quadrature (A 10) for this state is found to

be

Sx = 4( A X2) = cosh 2r - sinh 2r cos ̂  , (.426)
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'"• = e~2r , for ip = 0 ;. (A27)

The coordinate space wave function for this states given by

where t = —e'^tanhr.

At ip = 0 it is found that the quadrature X (A10) is squeezed. Again making the

same transformation as given by Eq.Al2 to the above equation, we obtain the quadrature

distribution PS(X,Y) for the two mode squeezed vacuum state. i

PS{X,Y) = -exp{-2(X2e2 r + Y2e~2r)} , at ^ = 0 (429)

We plot this distribution in Figs.(A3) and (A4) for the values of r for which the amount

of squeezing obtained in quadrature X is same as that obtained for pair coherent state

whose quadrature distribution is plotted in Figs.(Al) and (A2).
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Fig. A.I . The quadrature distribution Ppc{X, Y) (Eq.(A13)) for (,"—•'- which corresponds
to 4(Ax)2=0.454l. The distribution is plotted for (a) constant V", (b) constant A'.
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Fig. A.2. Same as in Fig. A.I but for 4(A.Y)2=0.3i)55.
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Fig. A.3. The quadrature distribution P,(X,Y) for squeezed vacuum (Eq.(A29)) for
4(A.Y)2=0.4541. The squeezing parameter r=0.395 and <p — it, (a) for constant Y and
(b) for constant .V.
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nf +

Fig. A.4. Same as in Fig. A.3 but for 4(A.V)J=0.:!955.
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