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“I seem to be incapable in my lofty moods of feeling joy at the
sight of a beautiful woman. Human beauty I can never enjoy beauty
in trees, mountains, birds etc. I do enjoy, why is this? The movement
I call to my imagination a most charming picture of a woman my heart
asks. Is Iife a matter of muscles? No doubt her muscles in the different
parts are properly developed and she wears a delicate skin. But
muscles are muscles and skin 1s skin. Muscles all over the world are
intrinsically the same. They all sweat and emit odour. Cut the most
beautiful and the most ugly to pieces and anatomize them. You find
all things the same! Thus my heart positively hates human beauty.
But it loves moral point of view. The thing 1s when I am absorbed in
the contemplation of moral or spiritual excellence, my mind invests
these abstract things with rom and colour of the most ethereal nature
and this beauty thrills every fibre of my heart. Humanity means
morality, spirituality and nothing more. It was in the spirit. I wrote
Musalamma and I may write miran sanjanty etc.”’?
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“Imagination has been variously defined as a power responsible
for visual images, singly or, in association: as the capacity for making
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one hand, and chimeras and castles in Spain on the other; as a
sympathetic projection of the artist into character and situation; as the
faculty which creates the symbols of abstract conceptions; as the poetic
equivalent of mystical intuition; as creation itself the shaping power
inherent in man”.>
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“Yet since the fine conduct of life springs only from fine ordering

of responses far too subtle to be touched by any general ethical maxims,
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this neglect of art by the moralist has been tantamount to a
disqualification. The basis of morality as shelly insisted, is laid not by
preachers but by poets. Bad taste and crude responses are not mere
flaws in an otherwise admirable person. They are actually a root evil
from which other defects follow. No life can be excellent in which the
elementary responses are disorganized and confused’’.
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“The underlined words in the above passage clearly show that
Sugraha utilised the manihara to ascertain the real motive when the
ascetic embraced other to conceal his emotions. Otherwise Sugruha
could not have so positively asserted his opinion and ridiculed his
behaviour. The nature of the course also substantiates this poet”.%3
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“He would not have raised this irrelevant question had he not
apparently overlooked these verse.

But Vishnu did not say that the manihara would adjust its size
with the wearer. The Brahmin presented that manihara of
Balakrishna to Sri Krishna when presented to Manikandhara and put
on hung close to his neck. But its central jewel did not touch his heart.
Where is the inappropriateness?®
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quite different and he wanted to express something else which is to be
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The good critic is one who recognizes that it is only because he
knows as much as he does that he is able to discriminate at all. >
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The opinion of a man who has spent a great part of his life for
reading and studying the poetry of others, is probably more worth
having than that of a practitioner who has read less.*
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Criticism can never be a science; as D.H. Laurence stated that it
is in first place much too personal and in the second is concerned with
values that science ignores all claims to turn literary study into a

science; says how are external dubious.®
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What gives the experience of reading a certain poems its value?
How is this experience of reading a certain poem its value? How this

experience better than another? Why prefer this picture to that? In
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what way should we listen to music so as to receive the most valuable
moment? Why is one opinion about the work of art as good as another?
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The good critic is the map-maker or the guide whose assistance
invoke setting out to explore that vast and ill-defined territory... he is
neither ruler nor creator of the territory which he conducts us.®
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“The author of kavitatatva vicharam has already opened the eyes of
the Telugu public to the greatness of the poet. Poet by applying modern
principles of literary criticism to have works and by giving a true
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