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1. | NTRODUCTI ON

This study is an attempt to analyze the nature and working
of the agrarian world of Masulipatnam It rests on the prem se
t hat agrarian econom es are constituted by the interaction of a
multitude of elements located in different spheres such as the
political, the economic, the social,and the cultural, Any study

of an agrarian economy which seeks to understand its historical

dynamics must, of necessity, therefore, invoke the concept of the
agrarian 'world', and attempt to analyze it in its totality. The
study focuses on the century 1750 - 1850. This century has
historical significance for two reasons. Firstly, it was during

this period that the initial economc interests of the English

East India Company in India were slowly converted into political

conquests and finally established as political and economic
hegemony in the region. ' Secondly, it was the period in which
the region was being incorporated into the wider commercial and
econom c networks through colonial power. ? Col oni al conquest,

and the parallel process of incorporation into a wider world were
historical phenomena which impinged dramatically on the colonized
societies, especially on the agrarian econom es which, in fact,
constituted the core of these societies. A study of the agrarian
world such as that of Masulipatnam would yield, therefore, in-
sights not only into the history of the locality, but also into

the history of colonialismand its effects.
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The study then is an attenpt to explore the various dinmen-
sions of the agricultural community in Masulipatnam in order to
analyze the nature of inperial penetration into the agrarian
world of Masulipatnam its inmpact on different rural structures,
and to exam ne the processes which made the agrarian world what
it was. The study, in attenpting to reconstruct the agrarian
world of Masul i pat nam woul d also attenpt to determne the
changes and continuities and the constraints within which the

people of the region operated.

Agriculture occupies the prinme place in rural India. Under
the pre colonial, as well as the colonial regime, it was agricul-
ture that was the main concern and it was the main source of
revenue to the state. Agriculture was comon alnmst in all t he
villages and hence it was not surprising that cultivators fornmed

the maiority in the rural areas.

A study of the agrarian world of Masulipatnam would reveal

sever al aspects of the agrarian econony and their nature and
wor ki ng of each group in the conplicated rural structure and
mainly the interaction and position of cultivator in such a

situation; that is, the study would enable us to reconstruct the
agrarian world of the region in totality. To do this, however,
it becomes necessary to exam ne, albeit briefly, the nature and

wor ki ng  of the agrarian world in the pre colonial period. Thi s

16



would enable wus to know exactly to what extent and in which
spheres the colonial policies affected the agrarian world and

what its inpact was on the rural structure.

Though agriculture formed the prime occupation and an inpor-
tant revenue source to both the people and the state, and though
the agrarian econony was at the heart of rural soci ety, t he

attention of scholars has not been too sharply focussed on agrar-

ian history. Schol ars have tended to consider the rural econony

as a whole, merely touching upon the agrarian di mension. There

are, no doubt many studies of the agrarian economes in various
4

regions of |ndia. However, even these studies dealt with |arg-

er, macro regions, and there are hardly any studies which exam ne
smal | er, mcro regions. There is, of course, substantial ana-
lytical value in taking a macroscopic view of | arger regions.
At the same time, such regional perspectives blur the distinc-

tions between mcro regions like districts.

A region like the Northern Circars has a degree of soci al
and econom c coherence. Nevertheless, there are also substantial-

ly significant differences between the various micro regions com

5
prising the Northern Circars. For example, the mcro regions of
Northern Circars that is the Masulipatnam Godavari, Guntur and
Vi sakhapatnam districts, though simlar in many ways, still had

conpl ex structures and differed from each other in sonme of t he
aspects |ike nodes of revenue collecting, and agencies of revenue

6
coll ecting.
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Thus a micro region |ike Masulipatnam though formng a part
of the larger regional economy of Northern Circars, still dif-
fered in so many ways from the other constituent mcro regions
that a study of the agrarian world of Masul i patnam is worth
researching to know these distinctions. But at the same tinme,
such a study cannot treat the mcro region in isolation as if it
were an autononous econom c island. On the contrary, the study
must proceed on the assunption that every micro region is situat-
ed in a larger historical space. This is especially true of the
period in which peripheral economies were being integrated into

gl obal networks.

The functioning of the agrarian world in any region is
influenced by the rural structures because the way in which the
different groups are structurally organized partially determ ned
the nature of the econorry.7 Such groups need not be only those

who were directly involved in agricultural production. Thus the

cultivator was only one element in an integrated econom c system

in which several elenments such as artisans, mer chant s, nmoney
|l enders and others interacted with each other. It is necessary
therefore, to study the cultivators and their world totally to

situate them in this conplex systemand also to have a clear

picture of their working during the period of study.

In geographical terms the space covered under this study is

the district of Masulipatnam The district of Masulipatnam lies

18



bet ween 15 45" - 16 26" North l|atitudes and 80 52' - 81-56" East
| ongi tudes. The district was bounded on the south by the river
Krishna, and partly on the north by the river Godavari. The sea
bounded it to the east and its Western frontier was |limted by
the territory of the Nizam s. Its northern frontier was irregu-

lar and the lands of Masulipatnam and Rajahnundry districts were
8
m ngled in a confused fashion.

The district of Masul i pat nam under went several changes
during the span of the century under study in terns of its spa-
tial contours. The district formed a part of the five Circars
referred to as the Northern Circars. At various times, the

shifting boundaries of the Masulipatnam district enconpassed

within its territory, parts of the other Northern Circars. For
instance, segments of the Eluru and Mustafanagar Circars, par -
ticularly the Zam ndaris |ike Nuzividu, Char mahal , Oevar akot a,

Nandi gama, Ml avaram Bezwada, Medurgutta, Zanmul avayi, Munagal a,
9
Li ngageri, besides the havelis of Kondavidu and Val lursanut.

In 1788, the District of Guntur, previously called the Murtuzana-

gar Circar was added to Masulipatnam although it was again
detached in 1794. In 1859. out of the districts of Masulipat-
nam Raj ahnmundry, and Guntur the districts of Krishna and Goda-
10
vari were created.
Masul i patnam was known as Masaila and Maisola in ancient
times. Masul i pat nam was known by different names to different

19



peopl e. Masul i pat nam was known in the ancient tines also as a

maj or commercial centre. Mar copol o the Venetian traveller also
mentioned it. Later on Masulipatnam became a chief commer ci al
centre to many of the European traders |like the Portuguese,the

Dutch,and finally the English who established their factories in

11
the region of this inmportant port. In the Indo Persian Chroni-
cles of late Qutb Shahi period it was known as Bandar- i- Muba-
rak. 2 The origin of the fort of Masulipatnam seened to date
back to the fourteenth century. WIlliam Orme one of the Conpany

officials mentions an oral tradition that Masulipatnam fort was
founded in the fourteenth century by a colony of Arabs and there
seemed to be sone foundation for the legend as the Arabs were
engaged largely in comrercial ventures from the Red Sea to South

I ndi a. The first mention of Masulipatnam port was recorded
13
around 1425 A. D, when a nosque was built in Masulipatnam

From 1425 A.D the district was under several regimes and had

varying fortunes till the Mughal sovereignty was established in
1687. It cane under Nizam's rule in 1724. For a brief period
from 1752-1759 the region was under the French before it canme
finally under the Conpany's reginme in 1759. However, it was only

in 1765 that the actual authority of the Conpany was confirmed.

Though the district of Masulipatnam was not clearly de-
fined in the century under study and there is evidence of occa-
sional shifting of the district boundari es, this study proceeds

20



on the assunption that the district can be treated as the region
around Masul i pat nam Since the study is not a political hi story
where precise boundaries nmay be nmore inportant, the wuse of
Masul i patnam region as an equivalent to the district may not be

unj ustified.

The area of the study, Masulipatnam was one of the nost
fertile and prosperous areas of the Northern Circars. Most part
of the district being situated between the major delta systens
of Godavari and Krishna, its soil with the exception of the sea
coast consisted of fine black alluvial brought down and deposited
by the two rivers during their freshes. 14 Besi des,the port of

Masul i pat nam became a centre of activity for many of the private

tradi ng conpani es.

A study focussed on such an area would enable us to exam ne
the nature and working of the agrarian economny, within which
several rural structures function and also the revenue policies
of the Company, how through them the Conpany tried to acquire
econom ¢ hegemony over the region, finally the restraints and the
constraints within which the Conpany had to function in an hier-

archical system of conplex rural net works.

The inmpact of the colonial rule on the society and econony
of India has become an interesting theme in recent years. In one
popul ar historiographic perspective, the inpact of colonial rule

is perceived to have been direct and deep. In this view the
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col onial policies had brought about many changes and through them
the Company was able to transform the structure and economi ¢ base

15
of the rural society.

However recent historiography has presented a different
image of the results of the British rule for India. According to

this line of thought,the early period of British rule in I ndia
16
witnessed not new directions but continuities. Further the

wor ks of Sumt Guha, B.S. Cohn and Ratnalekha Ray apart from
stressing the influence of the colonial policies on the agrarian
economy, contended that several autochthonous changes were also

taking place within the rural econony that ultimately affected
17
its working.

Thus though the inpact of the British conquest on I ndi a
during this century seemed to differ from one historiograph
tradition to another, the basic fact was that it did have an

impact on several rural structures and revenue systems.

The century 1750-1850 is of particular significance for the
study of the history of the agrarian world of Masulipatnam This
was the period during which the Company had experimented with
di fferent ki nds of revenue systems. Coming to terms with a
strange political economy, the Company in order to establish its
control both in political and econom c spheres tried out various

revenue systems. The frequent changes in the land revenue struc-
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tures and their functioning, influenced and affected the stabili-
ty of the agrarian world. In the revenue history of the region
the period became a period of transition. This was the period
during which the British had tried to penetrate deep into the

regi onal economes and tried to bring out a change in the nature

and working of the agrarian world by bringing it into contact
with gl obal net wor ks. In such a context the study tries to
analyze how the agrarian world functioned and in what way it

resisted the change or yielded to it.

The period 1750-1850 may be called the pre anicut period in
the history of Masulipatnam The regional econony had not yet
been introduced to the inpact of the introduction of large scale
irrigation systens such as those which resulted from the con-
struction of the Godavari and Krishna anicuts. An investigation
of the agrarian world before these large danms cane up, would be
usef ul as it enabl es us to understand how it coped with the

irrigation needs.

Thus studying the world of agriculture during this period
would enable wus to analyze the inpact of the policies of the
colonial economy and the way in which various elenments responded
to it. In studying such inpact, it would be possible to recon-
struct the agrarian world and the way different elements of t he

rural structure interacted with the external world.
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The territorial possessions of the Company in Masulipatnam
district consi sted of Zam ndari and Haveli |ands. The Zam ndari
lands were hereditary estates for which the Zam ndars who were
the proprietors held the estates and managed the revenue af-
fairs. Some of the Zam ndaris were of ancient origin and sone
were self created territorial proprietors who came into existence

during the turbul ent times that followed the breakup of t he
18
Bahmani Ki ngdom and the Miughal enpire.

The lands that were under the inmediate management  of t he
pre-col oni al regimes without the intervention of the intermedi-

aries were called Haveli |ands. Under the Conpany they became the
19
direct possessi ons of the Conpany. The land revenue systens

and the methods of revenue collecting agencies differed signifi-

20
cantly in both these |ands.

During this period, the nost inmportant and the profound
i mpact of the British rule in the region as else where was on
| and. In order to establish and stabilize their position the

Conpany had tried out different land revenue systems in the re-

21
gi on. One of the ainms of the study is to exam ne the operation

and functioning of these revenue systens and their inmpact on the

rural structures to wunderstand the nature of the rural economy.

Any attenpt to explore the dinmensions and depth of an agrar-
ian popul ation remnins inconplete without a proper under st andi ng

of the revenue policies and revenue adm nistration of the re-
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gi on. In particular, the base of the rural structure and the
nature of it which was influenced by the revenue policies and
also its working depended on the broad contours of revenue admi n-
istration. The rural economy and the rural structure it engen-
dered and was located in were interdependent. The regional
econony, thus, influenced the rural structure, and was in turn
influenced by the working of the agrarian structure. For exam
ple, it can be argued that the various revenue systems had their
impact on the economy in general and on the agrarian structure in
particular. Simlarly, it can be argued that the elements of the

economy and society conditioned the inperial policies.

In the initial stages of its rule, the Company followed a
very cautious policy of recognizing the position and power of the
| ocal territorial magnates. One aim of the study is to see how
the Company dealt with the Zamindars. A corollary aimwould be
to study the concept of the Zami ndar and the Zam ndari and the
wor king of the Zami ndari system in the region in all its ramifi-

22
cations.

The power of rural elites like Zam ndars was often rein-

forced by economc and extra-economc privileges which they
25

enj oyed. Of the many privileges that existed in the region,
in fact in South India, the most common were Inam hol dings. But
apart from these Inam tenures, there were certain other economi ¢
privileges enjoyed by the privileged sections of the rural socie-
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ty. One of the aims of the study 19 to examine these privileges
and to understand the Company's attitude towards these conces-
sions. If the Company had abandoned them what were the reasons
or if the Company had allowed these grants what purpose did these

grants serve? \Which sections of the society did they benefit?

Besides these econom c factors, there are certain non eco-
nom ¢ factors also which influenced the econom c behaviour of the
peasants and their social world. Anot her aspect to be analyzed
in the study is, these di mensions of the agrarian world with an
emphasis on aspects I|ike behaviour, beliefs, rituals and customs

of the peasants.

Anot her major aim of the study will be to analyze in detail
the nature of the agrarian communities. In this context, the

social dimensions of the community have to be particularly high-
24

lighted especially the role of caste. How di fferent agricul -
tural castes and their dependent castes were positioned in the
compl ex social structure and how their relations were determ ned
within the matrix of custom and tradition has to be analyzed.
Besi des these, several other social aspects concerning the culti-
vators like their costume, education, their settlements also need

to be studied.

While the various revenue experiments that the Company

conducted in the region had their effect upon the rural economy,
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what has assumed special hi storiograph significance is the

question of the impact of the so cal | ed Per manent Settl ement

introduced in 1802. It is. therefore,necessary to analyze the
Per manent Settlement in the district of Masul i patnam exami ning
reasons behi nd its implementation and the consequences of the
settl ement. In Bengal , it is seen that the Permanent Settl ement

had created certain drastic changes in the rural structures and

25
did initiate a regular revenue system In this light, it would

be interesting to see what the aspirations of the Company were in
introducing a simlar settlement in Masulipatnam Did the Compa-
ny find a rural society and economy similar to that of Bengal

in the region? If not what were the regional variations?

It was believed that the Permanent Settlement had changed

the village administrative setup drastically. It is one of the
ai ms of this study to study what the changes were in village
admi ni stration in the region. How did it better t he revenue

systems, as this was the ultimate aim of the Company in effecting

any system in the region, for that matter in any region?

The Regul ation of 1802, it is believed, for the first time

transformed the customary relations between the Zamindars and the

cultivators into contractual terms through various engagement s
bet ween the two groups. What did this signify in terms of the
agrarian relations in the Masulipatnam region ?
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British policies, especially the land revenue policies

created a land market where one had not existed before, for t wo

reasons. Firstly, the dislocations resulting fromthe inposition
of new revenue systems brought land on to the market. Secondl vy,
new attitudes to land as property were created. One of t he

maj or ains of the study would be to see how the Permanent Settle-

ment affected the land val ues. How did it create a market for
| and? Who bought the lands that were put up for sal e’?26 Thi s
question of who the buyer was, assumes critical inmportance in any
di scussion of the social consequences of the Permanent Settle-

ment , especially because of the traditional assunption that t he

Per manent Settlement initiated a revolutionary transformation of

27
rural soclety.

In the pre anicut aararian world another major aspect of
interest is irrigation. One of the aims of the study is to [|ook
at the indigenous irrigation systenms and their organization and
the way it under went changes with the devel opment of large scale
irrigation networks later on. The irrigation systens in the
Masul i patnam region like in the other Circars were controlled

within a network of certain customary practices which determ ned

the regulations regarding the distribution of water. Any slight
breach in the existing arrangements led to water control di s-
putes. These disputes certainlv raise issues |like why were there

numerous disputes in the region? How were they settled?
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Recently historians have began to specifically explore the
impact of the colonial rule on irrigation systems of the region.
These scholars suggest that the Company tended in the early
period of its rule to neglect the irrigation facilities and that

28
consequently such facilities fell into disrepair. There is an

apparent paradox here, for the Company's desire to maxim ze the
land revenue collections should have led to a concerted effort to-
improve irrigation. Why then did the Conmpany neglect this inpor-

tant aspect of the agrarian econonmy?

The existence of direct relation between the prices of the
agrarian products and the revenue policies and their consequent
effects on different groups of the agrarian structure would'
necessitate a study of fluctuations in the prices of agrarian
products and its inmmediate effect on agrarian economy as a whole.
Anot her objective of the study would be to understand the l'inks
bet ween the nature of the revenue systems and price fluctuations.
How did the price fluctuations affect the different strata of the
soci ety and who were the main beneficiaries of such price fluctu-

ations?

Mar kets and the trading groups played a crucial role in the
agrarian world of the region. Not only did they link various
elements in the rural structure but also connected different
rural structures through their trading networks. At a higher
I evel the markets brought the rural economes into contact with

wi der commercial networks. What were the major trading castes in
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the region? what were the duties collected by the state on trad-
ers in the region? How were they collected? As there were no
specific and regular markets on a large scale at the village
| evel how the surplus grain was marketed by the ~cultivators is

anot her question to be analyzed.

Anot her aim of the study is to analyze the inpact of various
economic crises on the agrarian community. For exanpl e, how did
the fam nes affect various strata of the agrarian structure?
What were the attitudes of these groups to fam nes, that is, in
times of crises how did different strata of the social structure

2?
behave?

Anot her consequence of such economic crises was an increase
in the crine rate. The common feature was grain robberies during
such crises and Masulipatnam district also witnessed this.

Were these grain robberies sporadic incidents or were they part

of a nore general increase of crime during the period? The
econgm c crises affected various elements of the rural structure
and nore so those that were directly linked with agrarian world.
The intensity of the inpact and its nature on various groups of
agrarian structure depended on their positions in the rural set
up.

What was the attitude of the Conpany towards various econom

ic crises that affected rural groups in the region? Did the gov-
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ernment interfere as in the pre colonial period to alleviate the
di stress of the poor? Was the policy followed by the Conpany
simlar to that of the earlier tines? What were the measures
taken by the governnent to alleviate the distress of the subordi-

50
nate groups?

The study also attenpts to understand the colonial attitudes
and the inmpact of colonial policies on the regional economy and
society. It attenpts to explore the conplex patterns of soci o
econom ¢ base of the agrarian world in relationship with others.
Several recent studies have suggested that colonial rule was not
as powerful as it seened to be and though the adm nistrative
policies of the Conpany were shaped ideologically at a higher
|l evel, the Conpany had to take the local reality into considera-
tion in fram ng and adopting the systens. - It is inportant in
this regard to exami ne how the Conpany and its policies and the
agrarian world interacted and how in turn their nature and work-
ing was influenced from each other? For instance, one of the

received notions about the inpact of colonialismon the agrarian

econony of the region in the first half of the nineteenth century

52
is that this period witnessed stagnation and decay. How far is
this argument applicable to Masulipatnam ?
This study is based primarily on Archival mat eri al . Thi s

mai nly consists of unpublished manuscript records of the district

of Masul i pat nam which are available at the Andhra Pradesh State
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Archi ves. Ot her inportant sources of information were various
kinds of records catal ogued under different department heads in

Tam | Nadu State Archives. Madras. The published Mackenzie col -

Il ections of Masulipatnam district have also been used. An at -
tenmpt has also been nmade to utilize non Archival material such as
folk songs and tales and contenporary literary sources and tra-

vell ers accounts.

The use of the place names as they occurred in the records,
on which the study is based, created a problem regarding the
spelling of names, of persons and of places. Though we have
tried to give the current names of the places wherever possible,
it was not always possible. Sone of the place names could not be
identified. So wherever such a problem arose, we have retained
the spelling as it was given in the records. But regarding the
nore conmon names we have adopted the modernized version. For
exampl e, for some of the places, in the records they were spelt

as Bezoara, Noozed, Zamulvoy, Madoorgutoo. We have wused the

current spellings |ike Bezwada, Nuzividu, Zammlavayi, Medur gut -
ta. Even the names of the villages, district , Zam ndari of fi-
als were also nodernized to the extent possible. For exanpl e,

le names of Curnums, Desponde, Desnook have been changed to

aranams, Deshpandes and Oeshnukhs.

Anot her problemwas with regard to currency, and years. It
/Mould have been useful to have a common currency system through-

out the study. Since conversion was always a problem it was seen
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that in a particular table there was uniformty. Regarding the

years the contenporary official sources used both Fusli years as

wel | as the nodern years. Hence, again, the original records
have been followed. However, the corresponding modern year has
al so been given though it does not correspond exactly. The non

English words were not underlined in the text as they occur too

frequently.

However, the name Masulipatnam is used as it was used in the
records. The name was not nodernized to Machlllpatnam though the
other place names were nmodernized. The idea of retaining the nanme
of Masulipatnam was arbitrary. As during the period 1750 -1850
the region was popularly known as Masulipatnam and as it was also
used in the official records and contenporary accounts the name

Masul i patnam instead of Machilipatnam has been used.
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2. RURAL STRUCTURES AND REVENUE SYSTEMS

Any attenpt to explore the dimensions and depth of an agrar-
ian population remains inconplete without a proper under st andi ng
of the —revenue policies and admnistration of the region.
Particularly since the base of the rural structure and the nature
of it which was influenced by the revenue policies and also its
wor ki ng depended on the broad contours of revenue adm nistration.
Any regional economy thus, influenced the rural structure and was
in turn influenced by the working of the agrarian structure.

This was true of Masulipatnam district also.

Northern Circars as a whole and Masul i pat nam which inciden-
tally was the first conmercial centre of the English East I ndia
Company in the region were the main concern of the British since
1611. Masul i pat nam being a port city played a crucial role in

the Conpany's commercial ventures and was an inportant trading
1

centre of the Company. The Conmpany's initial commercial inter-
ests slowy shifted to establishing political hegemony over t he
region. The existing political anarchy and the weakness of the
successive rulers of the Nizam conmbined with the growi ng powers

of the regional Zam ndars made the task of the Conpany easy.

But when the Conpany took possession of the Circars, t hey

found them in an unruly situation. The Zamindars in the Circars

58



were nmostly very turbulent and refractory and had acquired in-

creasing powers taking advantage of the existing political anar -

2
chy at the centre in the transition period.

Thus the Conpany in the initial stages of its rule was
confronted with a strange political econony in the region. The
Conpany officials were not acquainted with the customs and tradi-
tions of the region which played a significant role in alnmost all
aspects of adm nistration and policy making, and they also |acked

sufficient econom c and human resources to introduce an efficient

adm nistrative setup in their new possessions. So the Conpany
adm ni strators thought of continuing the old structure itself
wi t hout many changes. So it can be conjectured that till 1802

when the government introduced the Pernmanent Settlement in the

region, the old revenue systens had continued.

However it is necessary to study briefly the pre colonial
mode of revenue settlenent and the method of revenue collection
to see whether there were any changes in the agrarian structure
of the region in the initial stages of Conpany's adm nistration
and also after the Permanent Settlement. The view that t he
British policies especially the land revenue ones had altered the
agrarian structure drastically in India could be well analyzed in
such a study of a mcro region and the inpact of t he col oni al

5
policies on a locality could be well perceived.
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Revenue Systenms under Pre colonial Regines:

The prevailing notion that under the pre colonial regi mes,
there was generally a headman in each village to ~collect the
revenue and an accountant to record the items was no doubt Irue.4
But it was never so simple an organization and had a very com
plicated setup with a chain of functionaries for almost all
aspects of revenue administration right from the Vijayanagara
days. Under almost all pre colonial regimes there was a very
distinct and compact revenue admi nistrative setup and a systemat-

ic and scientific calculation of revenue assessments.

Under Vijayanagara rulers as the land tax formed the most
important and substantial item of revenue assessment, distinction
was made between the assessment of wet and dry |ands. Taxes
were not levied arbitrarily. Factors such as nature of the vil-
| age,tenures under which the lands were held by the cultivators,
nature of the soil and the kinds of crops raised wege taken into

consideration before levying a tax on the wet |ands.

Even in the case of dry lands the assessment varied between
the dry crops raised on dry lands and dry crops raised on wet
I ands. As the revenue assessment was based on the fertility of
the land and the location of the lands in the village, rates of

revenue varied widely within different parts of the empire. In
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the wet lands the sowing capacity of a unit of land was the basis
for assessment whereas in the dry lands the nunber of ploughs re-
6

quired for tilling a unit of land was taken as the basis.

The traditional shares of the state in the produce from a
unit of land were 1/6 to the Brahmn, 1/20 to the Tenple and 1/30
to others each payable in kind or in cash. O the remining
three quarters, one was retained by the cultivator as his share.
Whil e the balance went towards the expenses of cultivation on the

wet | ands. The tax was collected mostly in kind on the wet
7
|l ands whereas on the dry lands it was generally done in cash.

Even in the collection of revenue different met hods were
adopted depending on the tenure of the land -

1. where the governnment appointed its own servants to collect

the revenue,

2. where the government farmed out revenues to individual bi d-
ders,
3. where the governnent dealt with a group of persons in a vil-

| age who were responsible for the revenue from that village,

4. where the government had granted Jagirs, there the payment
8
was a fixed tribute to the state.

Under the rulers of Golconda the collection of land tax in
cash became nore regul ar. However they did superinpose their own
pattern of territorial subdivisions over the existing units. For
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instance, larger administrative divisions called parganas were

their introduction. In some areas the government retained its
control whereas in some others the nobles had retained the
ruling power. However, in both the cases, tax farm ng through an

el aborate series of levies and sub levies was the usual practice

9
in revenue collection.

In the Andhra region the government sub let the land tax
collection in their districts to small entrepreneurs by means of
annual bi dding. This seemed to have continued even in the early

years of Company's administration in the region. The regional

aristocracy was drawn from four major castes of Razus, Vel amas,
Kammas and Kapus. By their grip on land and on the surplus
agricultural production, these cultivating groups wielded immense
political and economic power in the countryside. 0 By tradition

these ~castes also performed various kinds of military service,
11
and therefore could be termed warrior cultivators.

For each of the new parganas established, the Qutbshahis
appointed a member of the dom nant cultivating group to act as
the head man or Deshmukh. The primary task of the Deshmukh was
to maintain an armed body of retainers and assist in the ~collec-
tion of the land tax. In return, the king assured the Deshmukh a
fixed percentage of the land tax collected, full control of a
certain number of tax free villages and hereditary lands within

the Pargana. Next to him for each of these Parganas there was a
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Deshpande who maintained records of the taxes paid and [|ands
cultivated on a yearly basis for each village. Again within the
village there was a head man who mostly belonged to the domi nant
agricul tural caste of the village and a village accountant who
was usually a Brahmin. The pay and perquisites of these village

officers usually came from the treasuring and common |ands of the

12
vi ll age.

Thus under all the pre colonial regimes there was an elabo-
rate and extensive revenue administrative system and the literary

sources of the period also have references to cultivating prac-
13
tices and cultivators shares in the region.

It is evident from the literary sources that under the pre
colonial rulers lands were not given to the cultivators on Pattah
basi s. For a term of years the lands were leased to the cultiva-
tors of a village and collectively they were responsible for the
entire revenue demand of the village. From this. it can be
conjectured that there was a system simlar to commnal | and
holding in this period. After the expenses of the cultivation
and customary shares to different groups in the wvillage were

deducted, the produce was shared between the cultivators and the

14
government

About the shares between the government and the cultivators

there seems to be slight difference of opinion. Some accounts
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suggest that the government collected 1/6 of the produce as their
share and other evidence reveals that the produce of the country
was divided equally between the government and the cultivators,
the cultivators bearing the expenses of the revenue servants.
However the proportion of the tax out of the gross produce was
arrived at by valuation of the crops conducted in the presence of

15
the government servants and the cultivators.

Under the pre colonial rule which immediately preceded the
Company the revenue systens and nodes of revenue collection
seemed to have been based on nobre systematic and scientific
principles. Lands were categorized into several groups based on
their fertility and the revenue demand was based both on this
classification and irrigation facilities. For i nstance, wher e
the crops solely depended on the rainfall the state took one half
of the produce as its share and where agriculture especially

garden cultivation depended on well irrigation the share of t he
16
governnent was one fourth.

It clearly shows that the traditional view, that under the
pre colonial rule the revenue policies were not systematic and
el aborate no |onger was true. The variations in taxation system
under different nodes of assessnent in fact nust have required

an el aborate adm nistrative machinery and efficient planning.

Perhaps the |apse and decay in such a revenue structure mnust

have occurred during the transition period between the Nizams
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authority and that of the Conpany. The |anded elites and other
revenue Collectors taking advantage of the chaotic political

situation assumed authority in the region and farmed Ilarge es-

17
tates for thenmselves depending on their mlitary strength. As

these people did not have any interest in the admi nistration and

as their sole interest in the lands was purely nonetary they cane

to depend more and more on the intermediaries at various |l evel s
and practically left the admnistration of the estates in the
hands of a few chosen subordinates. This coupled with several
ot her reasons nmust have led to a highly exploitative revenue

structure in the early years of Company adm nistration.

Conpany and the Pre Pernmanent Revenue Settlenents:

The principal Zam ndaris in Masulipatnam district were
Nuzi vi du, Devarakota, Korukonda, Zammul avayi, Medurgutta, Nandi -
gama, Myl avaram and Bezwada. The Zam ndaris of Nuzividu, Nandi -

gama and Ml avaram had an ancient origin when conpared to

18
ot hers. Besi des these, there were Zam ndaris who were self

created territorial proprietors who came into existence during

the turbulent tines that followed the break up of regional ki ng-
19

dons.
The Haveli lands in the district of Masulipatnam were under

the direct management of the ruling authority under pre colonial
20
peri od. The principal Haveli estates in the district were
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Eluru, Kondapalli, Vullursamut, Duvah, Tanduru, Bondara, Six
21

Islands of Divi, Nizampatnam, Narsapur, Gudur. The Haveli |ands

were very fertile and were mostly strategically well situated in

places around the principal towns. They were distinct from Za-

mi ndar i lands in their revenue systems and modes of revenue
collection. Map. | illustrates the spatial of distribution of
Zami ndaris and Haveli lands in pre Permanent Settlement period of

the Masulipatnam district.

However a clear distinction could not be made between the
Zami ndari lands and Havel i lands throughout because in course of
time many Zami ndari estates also formed part of government |ands,
some on account of rebellion, some due to failure of revenue
payments regularly and some due to lack of heirs and some were

22
managed by the Company through the Court of Wards.

The Company in the initial stages of its rule was busy
consolidating its political power and grasping the various facets
of the local economy. As it was comng to terms with a strange
political econony of the region it did not in the initial years
of its rule experiment with new revenue structures and the Compa-
ny hardly did any thing to alter the existing agrarian arrange-

23
ments.
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Apart  from the necessity of quickly creating a class of
| oyal supporters to the new political structure, the Company was
under stronger compulsions, it would seem, in this region to
forge alliances with the Zami ndars. So in the initial period the
Company followed a very cautious policy of knowing the position
of the Zamindars and other revenue officials. The Zamindars were
so turbulent and independent, the Company first wanted to take
steps towards pacifying them by mnimzing their strength econom

ically, politically, and militarily and consolidate their own
24
position in the region.

The first settlement made by the Company after the acquisi-
tion of the Northern Circars was for three years with Hussein
Al'ly Khan. From 1769-1778 annual settlements were concluded with

25
the several Zammdars by the Chief and Council. The order of

the Court of Directors in 1775 directing the Commttee of Circuit
at the expiration of the then existing settlement to proceed to
let the lands upon permanent lease in 1778 the Zamindars were
summoned to the presidency by General Rambold who formed a set-
tlement for five years with the Zamindars of Masulipatnam adding
12 1/2 percent to their Jumma for the preceding year in consider-
ation of the extended period of the |ease, but the payment of
this additional amount was not then enforced. On the contrary the
Zam ndars were permtted to withhold it upon granting obligations
to discharge the amount in the event of the Commttee of Circuit

declaring after due enquiry that their Zami ndaris were able to

46



26

bear it. The next settlement concluded was for three and even-
tually for five years commencing from 1789 and the Zam ndars with

a few exceptions were assessed on the principle of 2/3 of their
gross collections taken chiefly from the Karanams accounts.27

To ensure a better control Provincial Councils were formed
in 1769 after the mpdel of Bengal to supervise the revenue ar-
rangements. 28 Renters were enployed by the Conpany's officers to
col | ect the revenue of the lands not i medi ately under t he
management of the Zam ndars. A whole circar being sometimes et
to one renter. The persons thus enployed were usually strangers
to the country, hangers on of the chiefs or menmbers of the Pro-

vincial Councils three of which were stationed at Ganjam Vi sak-

hapat nam and Masul i patnam were vested with the superintendence of
29
the affairs of the Circars.

Each district was divided into divisions one of which was
the Huzur where the Collector of the district had his headquar-

ters and the others were presided over by an Assistant or Deputy

Col | ector. Each of the divisions included two to five taluks.
The taluk with its Casbah or headquarters station was in the
charge of a Tahsildar. In large taluks there was a Deputy Tah-

sildar of a section of the taluk.

At the head of the whole district was the Collector. There
were Sub Collectors or Assistant Collectors and Deputy Collectors

subordi nate to him The latter were usually in charge of treas-
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uries or ware Deputy Collectors on general duty. These officers
were all revenue officers with magisterial powers, as in other
provinces. The Collectors were competent on their own authority
to appoint, suspend and dismi ss officials below the grade of

51
Deputy Tahsildars.

In the Zamindari estates the existing land revenue systems
were Asara, Visabadi and renting system  These revenue systems
seems to be prevalent in particular lands only. For instance

the most common system in the wet |ands was Asara while Visabad

32
was largely followed in the dry |ands.

Under the Asara system the government claimed half of the
gross produce as its share and the cultivators enjoying the other
hal f . The share of the government was generally determined at
the threshing floor itself and was mostly collected in kind.
However, in all these transactions custom played an important
role in determining the agrarian policies. For instance, in
cases where the cultivator was a Brahmin or any elite caste
person then they were allowed a little more than the usual in
consideration of they being obliged to employ Ilabourers in agri-

cultural operations

Under the Visabadi tenures the village lands were distribut-
ed among the chief ryots by visums or shares periodically inter-

changed among the cultivators. Each co sharer was responsible
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for the assessment on his own portion and all for each other.
Though settlement was with individual cultivators joint responsi-
bility was also implied. > In  Eluru and Nuzividu Zamindaris the
Vi sabadi system prevailed. It was a sist upon a village,the
lands of which were divided between the head ryots, each becoming

responsible for his visum share, each head ryots or such arrange-
55
ments as he considered most advantageous to himself. In 1801

the Board of Revenue abolished the Visabadi system in the region
and in their place Aumani settlement was introduced because of

56
the disadvantages in the Visabadi system

This system to some extent seemed to answer the general
question whether there was joint or communal land holding in
South India. Though literary sources in the early period have
certain evidences of communal land holding in the region the
Visabadi system also to some extent confirms the fact that there
was communal land holding in the region. Though the ryot was
individually responsible for his own share the joint responsibil-

ity of the village and the revenue demand being fixed for the
57
whol e of the village together suggest this.

The Company followed a policy of annual settlements with the
58
Zamindars of the region in the initial stages. The main reason

being that the Company did not want to give the already powerful
Zamindars too much of independence. The annual leases meant the
Zamindars had to pay revenue regularly for the continuance of the
Zami ndari right. Not only that, this gave the Company an appar-
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tunity to deal with the unruly and inefficient Zamindars directly
and could take away their Zamindari right if their performance
was not to the satisfaction of the Company. This gave at |east
in theory certain powers to the Company in controlling the Zamin-

dars.

The general practice was that the Zamindars collected
revenue on condition of paying a fixed amount to the government.

But only few Zamindars paid their rents punctually on account of
59

prevailing anarchy in the estates. The way the Zamindari es-
tates were geographically and spatially distributed in the region
often led to constant rivalries among the Zamindars. The boundary

di sputes and the burning of villages between the Zamindaris was a
40
common and unavoi dable feature during this period. The Company

could not alter the situation initially. So for the time being
it acknowl edged the position of the Zami ndars who occupied a

domi nant position in the agrarian structure.

El sewhere in the Northern Circars the British were success-
ful in curbing the powers of the unruly Zamindars, but in Masuli-
patnam district the Company could not implement the same meas-
ures so effectively. The law and order problem in these estates
was so bad that at the time of the harvest the Zamindar's peons
used to carry away the produce of the neighbouring villages which
were under the jurisdiction of other Zami ndars who were weak.

Because of this. the villages were usually deserted by the culti-
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vators for lack of security and thus |lands were |eft uncul tivat -
ed. This was a common feature in the region. For exanpl e, we
find that in the case of the Zam ndars of Nuzividu the Collector
constantly wrote to the higher officials conplaining against t he

increasing power of Apparao, the Zam ndar of Nuzividu and the

41
Zam ndar's unruly activities.

The term Haveli land had a different connotation in differ-
ent regions. Though the state lands or the circar lands existed

in other regions also they were known by different names. For in-

stance, in the Nizamterritories the state lands were called
Di wani, and the personal Iands of the ruler were known as Sarfek-
has. 4 In Bengal the personal lands of the Zam ndars or the
ruling authorities were known as Havelis. ° As nmentioned earlier
the Haveli lands had different revenue systens and practices
distinct fromthose of Zam ndari estates. In the Haveli | ands,

the Conpany followed the Aumani system and farm ng out system by

which lands were farmed out on a stipulated rent.

Under the Aumani the government received the land revenue in

ki nd. But to grant |eases and supervise the cultivation and

final agricultural operations many officers like Amls, Fouj -

dar s, and Anchanadars were deputed by the Conpany at various
44

points of time.

However, this meant that the system involved an extensive

establishment which increased the charges of collection. So the
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Company later on thought of changing this mode of revenue system
Under this system as the government demand could be payable in
kind and as the cultivators had long got accustomed to the system
there was stiff resistance by the ryots for any change. This was
clear from the Collector's report to the Board asking to contin-

ue the same system

For instance, in the estates of Divi, Devarakota, Vinukota
and Gudivada the cultivators were so strong that if there was
any change in the system they refused to cultivate the |ands.
The cultivators resorted to such methods by pitching a kadi in
the ground. This was a common signal in the villages of abandon-

ing the cultivation. The cultivators who dared to defy such

collective decisions had to face the wrath of others. These pun-
ishments sometimes were so severe that their produce, livestock
and even the houses were burnt. Such severe punishments must

have acted as a sort of barrier for any one not to wviolate the
46
dec 1sl ons.

But the failure of the annual settlements compelled the
Company to replace themwith triennial |eases with the Zamindars.
The Zamindars under this contract were allowed two thirds of the
gross collection from their estates. These figures were based on
the estimates of the Circuit Commi ttee appointed to enquire into
the real resources and financial positions of both the Zami ndars

and Haveli | ands. But the realization of this settlement was



47
greatly affected by the fam nes. These Cowls were extended to

the Zam ndars on same conditions as under previous settlenent at
regular intervals till the Permanent Settlement was concluded in

the region in 1802.

What ever the method of collection was both in Zam ndari and
Haveli lands the revenues could not be collected without the aid
of troops. Often revenue renters and Zami ndars revolted against
the Company. One such instance, was that of Apparao the Zam ndar

of Nuzividu.

Meka Venkayya. the first of the famly came from Carnatic in
1652 and rented five to six villages. It was only in 1664 that
the whole pargana of Nuzividu was leased to his successor Vijia
who assumed the title of Apparao. But his successor Venkatadri

Apparao was expelled under Rustum Khan, the Nizanm s Foujdar and
48
the country continued under Tahsildars for fifteen years. Under

the Conpany the brothers Venkatadri Apparao and Narayya Apparao

divided the estate between them

Under Narasimha Apparao revenue management of the estate was
bad and he fell into arrears to the Conpany. In 1775 a mlitary
force was sent from Masulipatnam to take possession of the es-
tate. So the Zam ndar borrowed noney from Conpany's officials and
met the Conpany's demand. As the Conpany officials White Hall and
John Hodges had lent money to Narsimha Apparao, a bill was intro-

duced in the Parliament in 1785 against them Apparao also laid
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his case before the government. As there were no signs of redress
the Zam ndar showed signs of defying the Conpany's authority. The
Zam ndar collected an armed force and placed his fort in a state
of defense. After initial resistance he however escaped from the
fort and crossed into Nizam's territories from where he continued

49
to ravage Nuzividu by frequent incursions.

In 1785 the Conpany expelled Narayya Apparao as a rebel and
the whole estate was forfeited. But in 1784 the government con-
ferred the estate to his son Venkata Narsimha Apparao by a
Sanad. >0 The senior Apparao from his refuse in the jungles near
Bhadrachal am raided the estate, burnt villages and plundered the
produce and killed those who resisted. The Conmpany wearied by
these disturbances came to a conprom se with the senior Apparao

51
by allowing himto stay in Nuzividu.

This arrangement did not work and the senior Apparao was
creating problems in the estate as he was very influential.
However later on under the management of Apparao brothers the
constant famly feuds resulted in the m smanagenment of the es-
tate. The disorder became so great that a mlitary force was
sent under Captain O dham to restore order in the Zam ndari. The
peace which prevailed for some years was again disturbed in 1792
after the death of the senior Zam ndar. His son Ramachandra
Apparao in alliance with Venkatraya a dissatisfied menber of t he

52
Kamadana fam |y from Charmahal rose against the Conpany.
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Under the mi smanagement of the estates sometimes even the
substantial cultivators left their villages. For instance, in
the case of Charmahal Zam ndari the cultivators returned only
after the Collector's assurance that he would enquire into the
past management of the estate. The government advanced 6000
MPs. under taccavi |oans towards temporary repairs to irrigation

53
sources, purchase of seed grain, implements of husbandry.

The renters frequently made an assessment from the ryots
which was called Nazar or free gift to enable them to repair
pagodas, choultries and build their houses or purchase houses.

Though this was actually an extortion, the ryots being too much

54
in their power had no option but to pay.

It was in these troubled times that the Collector emerged as
a more effective instrument of Company's power. The existing
Provinci al Chief in Council was replaced with the three Collec-

torates of Rajahmundry , Masulipatnam and Guntur in Northern

55
Cirears.

Thus the initial years of Company's rule in the Masulipatnam
district was marked by inefficient and refractory rule of the
Zami ndars. Who were these Zamindars?. What were the powers of
the Zamindars? How did the British perceive the Zamindars and

the Zamindaris in the early years of its rule?
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Rural Goups and their role in the Econony :

The Zam ndars were not feudal Ilords but only agents of the
state who were allowed to possess estates at the pleasure of the
gover nment . The duty of the Zam ndar was to superintend the
portion of land placed under his charge, furnish necessary ad-
vances to peasants, render justice, and collect rent from them
For the discharge of these duties a Zam ndar was allowed to enjoy
certain amunt  of land as rent free Saveram and certain fee

56
commi ssions called Rusums.

Zam ndar in the literal sense of the termmeans a land |ord.
The generally accepted view seens to be that the Zam ndar in
Mughal times meant a vassal chief and were not found in the

directly adm nistered territories of the enpire. The purpose of

Zam ndar i right was generally to provide its possessor with an
income since it was a right primarily associated with [|and. It
gave the Zam ndars a share in the |ands produce. Generally the
Zam ndar s paid the government a fixed sum for the revenue of

village and then made revenue collections from individual vil -
|l ages on cultivators at the rates usually fixed by the custom of
the region. Then his incone in profit was the difference between

57
his collections and the ampunt he paid to the government. Thi s

was where the cultivators were left at the mercy of the Zam ndars
since the anmount the cultivators had to pay to the Zami ndar was
not mentioned or fixed by the government. The Conpany had left it

to the Zam ndars to deci de. There was a lot of exploitation of
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the cultivators by the chain of revenue officials enployed by the

Zami ndars in the collection of revenue.

Thus there existed alnost throughout the region a fiscal
claim of the Zam ndars upon land lying within his Zam ndari.
This claimwas realized either through a separate rate on peas-
ants or nmostly through the holdings of a portion of the land
revenue free or enjoying certain amount of land as rent free

58
Jagir.

In Masulipatnam district the Zamindaris were not necessarily
contiguous estates and a Zam ndar's possessions were scattered

through out the district and Zami ndars often held |ands outside
59
their district. As some of the Zam ndaris were large and

scattered, the Zam ndaris were not managed effectively and there

were also constant inter estate rivalries.

Though the Zami ndari had an inportant position in the rural
structure. it was the village which was still an inportant and
basic unit of production and adm nistration and occupied a

pi vot al position around which the activities and interests of
60
rural groups revolved. Karl Marx stated that

under this sinple form of nunicipal governnent, the inhabi-
tants of the country have lived fromtine imenorial. The
boundaries of the villages have been but seldom altered and
though the villages thensel ves have been sonetines injured
and even desolated by war, fam ne and di sease. The sane
name the same limts the same interests and even the sanme
fam lies have continued for ages. The inhabitants give
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themselves no trouble about the breaking up and division of
ki ngdoms while the villages remain entire they care not to
what power it is transferred or to what sovereign it de-

vol ved, its internal economy remains unchanged. The Patel
is still the head inhabitant and still acts as the petty
judge and magistrate and Collector on return of the
village.

The wvillages varied a great deal in size and consisted of
people living with varying practices. Not all the villages were
predom nantly agriculture based, though each village definitely
had a cultivating population. For instance, in the taluks of
Pedanah and Pedapatnam the number of ryots in each village varied
wi dely. In Pedanah there were 96 ploughs having 99 cultivators.
Whereas Husseinpolam in Pedanah taluk and Singarayapalem in
Pedapatnam taluk had 16 ryots having 6 ploughs and 4 ploughs with
4 ryots. Perhaps the number of ryots depended on the land under
cultivation in each village. In the villages where the wet
cultivation was more or considerable there were more cultivators.

In most of the villages like Husseinpolam, Pullalapalem Munagap-

udi, Singarayapal em, Kakarlapudi wet cultivations was totally
61

absent. Besides them there were weavers and other artisanal
groups. Some villages were famous for weaving. Some of the weav-
ing villages in Masulipatnamwere Eluru which was famous for

carpets, Pedanah and |IM zampatnam famous for Chay goods and Masu-

l'ipatnam for Chintz production.

Perhaps in the wvillages where cultivation was not very

attractive the inhabitants depended on other activities [like
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weaving, cattle breading, and dairy farmng. The wvillages were
built by a group of people belonging to a particular group or a
caste. Sometimes they were also named after the persons who
built them The Bandar Kaifyat shows that in Masulipatnam dis-
trict there were many villages under the above mentioned catego-
ries. For instance, Ingireeju Palemwas built in 1695 by certain
English merchants. Like wise Velama gudem was built in 1718 and
Chakirevupalem was built in 1718 by those castes. Villages bear-
ing persons names were built by those after whose names they were
called. For example, Rustumbad peta, Robertson peta and Fakru-
| abad. Bacchupeta was built in 1648 by a Brahm n Peradragada Bac-

chu, Ramanai du Peta was built in 1783 by a Balija Malapaka Rama

Nai du, Desai Peta was built in 1648 by a Brahmn Konukollu
62
Venku.

Each village had the entire machinery of local admi ni stra-
tion in an establishment of twelve hereditary servants called
bara baluta - Headman, Accountant being powerful posts there were
others like money |ender, Nirganti, Talari.63 Apart from them

there existed cultivators of different ranks.

Thus the village social structure was not a simple organiza-

tion but presented a highly complex picture. In the region
there were cultivators of several descriptions - Kadeem cultiva-
tors and payakari cultivators. The payakari cultivators were

again divided into Ucudi Payakaris and Paracudi Payakaris.
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Cultivators and Customary Practices:

The right simlar to Mirasi seemed to have been vested in
the ancient land holders called the Kadeems. They were descend-
ants of the original settlers of the village.® The mirasi right
enjoyed by Kadeems was generally expressed in three kinds of vil-
lages - Eka bhogam, Pala bhogam and Samudayam villages. In the
Ekabhogam villages the land was let to one person. In the Palab-
hogam villages the principle of joint responsibility was ex-
pressed. In the Samudayam villages Visabadi system existed.®»
Under the Kadeem cultivators there existed the group of Payakaris
of two descriptions - the Ulcudis or the resident cultivators

and the Paracudis or the non resident cultivators.

The Ulcudi cultivators were superior to those of the Paracu-
dis, who were tenants at will. When the same family of Ulcudis
held lands in a village for a certain term of years they acquired
a quasl-proprletary right in the fields and could not be dispos-
sessed as long as they paid the land rent and the customary dues
regularly. They were also supposed to be the descendants of the
first settlers of the village. The village Karanams in some
villages were the Kadeem ryots and sometimes the resident ryots.
The share of the produce enjoyed by these tenants was always 5
percent less than that of the non resident ryots. Perhaps this
was hecause they had a quasi proprietary right in the soil and
slightly better position in the village when compared to the non

resident cultivators.®’
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The Paracudis or the non resident cultivators were allowed
to cultivate the lands that remained unoccupied or uncultivated.
They received 50 percent of the produce as their share. The
Paracudis could |leave the village for another on their own. They
usually belonged to other villages and came tenporarily to culti-
vate the lands they |eased. So they had no right in the lands
and held themonly on contractual terms. As an inducenent t hey
al ways received a higher share of the produce than the resident
cultivators.® But the special conmission which was appointed to
execute the Permanent Settlement in the region recomended that

the practice of allowi ng high shares to payakari strangers should

be abolished. The commission felt that this practice induced the
resi dent ryots to enter their names as tenporary cultivators in
the neighbouring villages.®°

But the presence of non resident cultivators was not a
peculiar feature of this region alone. They seened to have
exi sted even in other areas. For instance, in Bengal they were
Known by the name of Pahikasht ryots and their role was no dif-
ferent from those of the Paracudis of the South.’® The probable
reason m ght be that they were a specialized class of cultivators
and had sone special techniques and skills in producing particu-
lar crops. The higher rate they received al so suggests that nmnust
have received this share as an inducenent given by the doni nant
ryots to bring the waste land into cultivation as it involved an

extra effort.’
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The fact that Masulipatnam district was inhabited by Rache-
wars and Vel amwars suggest that the agrarian community of Ka-
deems, the resident and the non resident ryots probably bel onged

to Rachewar and Vel amwar castes.

An exam nation of land revenue assessment and shares all owed
to different groups of cultivators and nmethods of col l ection
would further help in understanding the conplex and stratified
structure of the agrarian society and also the distributive

pattern of the village econony.

In Nuzividu estate it was not customary to grant cowls but
when a Parakudi cultivator or a Pariah cultivator applied to
cultivate either arable or waste land he was permtted to hold it
at twelve tooms per putti and in the case of an U cudi ryots were
interested in taking up the waste and cultivate he held the |and
in the first year at twelve tooms, the second year at 11 toons

72
and the third and fourth at ten tooms.

However generally there was no witten agreement between the

Zam ndars and the cultivators, though occasionally they were

made. The contract between the cultivators and the Zam ndars was
of a verbal nature. the faith upon which they were given was not
73

al ways strictly observed at the period of harvest.

Perhaps in this way also the cultivators were at a | oss. I'n

case the Zam ndars went back on their word and in case the culti-
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vators wanted to seek legal redress the absence of fornal deeds

bet ween the Zam ndars and the cultivators acted as a hurdle.

In the district where the land revenue was permanently
settled and where the collections fromthe ryots were made by the
Zami ndars the cultivator was protected from enhanced demands by

an appeal to the Collector under the provisions of Regulation 50

of 1802 and Regul ation 5 of 1822. However on the Collectors
deci sion also the Zam ndars could further appeal by formal proc-
74

ess to the Courts of Law.

Perhaps this long process also deterred the ryots from
conpl aining and also the lengthy procedures involved were out of
reach and the cultivators could not afford nost of the times to

attend the courts leaving their work.

Conmpany's Experiments with Revenue Systens

Wth the failure of the Permanent Settlenment in the region
and also according to the change of policy at the centre the
Conmpany was trying out an alternative revenue system in the
region.75 The Board in 1817 sent a circular to the Collectors

of the districts where the Ryotwari system was not est abl i shed

to report what were obstacles introduced Ryotwari system I'n
Masul i pat nam district the only Aumani lands were two villages
and a resumed Jagir village rented on |ease. Since there were
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not many gover nment lands in the region the Conmpany in 1820
issued orders that in cases where the estates of disqualified
proprietors m ght come under the charge of Court of  Wards

or where such estates were already under the charge of the court

Ryot war i mode of assessing and collecting revenues should be
76
tried. Tabl es A 1 and A 2 shows the village statistics of
Devarakota, Viziarayi, and Gollapalli parganas which were select-
ed for the trial of Ryotwari Revenue system The Board also
di sapproved the system of farmng out the lands for a term of
years. However . it did make an exception to the villages which
were situated in jungles and unsuitable situations. In all such

cases the lands were to be farmed to the Velanvars or to such
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persons who qualified to hold the |ands.

But the Collectors opined that Ryotwari system could not be

carried out successfully in the region because the villages were

thinly popul ated and the non resident ryots could not be

brought to cultivate the waste. The Col |l ector opined that it
78

would result in loss of revenue to government. Earlier also

the Company had experinented Ryotwari system in Talaprolu wvil-
lage in 1819. Survey was done in field assessnent. In the
settl ement of the village of Talaprolu the Collector had regu-
lated the assessment in such a manner as to exenpt the ryots from
various extra collections and other illegal vexatious demands

to which they were earlier |iable. The Collector fixed the
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assessnent with reference to the quantity of grain that had been

79
produced.
Aver age produce of past seven years preceding the settle-
ment was taken for cal cul ation. After the customary fee deduc-
tions the residue was divided into two equal portions. The

circar share was converted into noney at rates established on a
average of seven years selling prices and the amount was dis-
tributed on different ryots with reference to the situation,
quality, and former produce of the |ands. For i nstance, in
Tal aprolu village the land assessnment on dry land was Rs.1-0-
9. the wet land was charged Rs.5-4-0 per acre, whereas garden

land was charged at Rs.5-3-1 per

However in 1821 when the Board called for statistics in
Masul i patnam region the Collectors made a detailed Ilist of t he
vill ages in different Zam ndari estates where the experiment
could be tried out, though they were apprehensive about t he
results of the settlement. The only Aumani lands in Masulipatnam
district in 1817 were the two resuned Mokasa villages of Kapava-
ram and Lingagudem which were annually rented out and anot her
resumed Jagir village of Kytapalli which had been rented out on a

80
| ease.

In the series of experiments with the revenue systems that
were carried on by the Company, in 1848 the Conpany contenpl ated

to introduce Joint Village Rents in Divi. The Conpany had
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decided to leave the whole of the internal arrangements to the

villagers thenselves except when from any particular circum

stances, all the ryots of a village m ght thenselves desire to
have their liabilities defined in pattahs, the Collector was
81

allowed to grant them

In Batavolu and Penuganchiprolu villages which were situated
on the district borders the resident ryots were few in nunmber and
for the success of full cultivation they had to depend on the non
resi dent cultivators. 1In the villages where a large portion of
wet lands were under cultivation and where wet lands exclusively
depended on periodical rains the cultivators were very appre-
hensive to undertake |eases for the fear of loss in case of non-
soon failures. In all such cases the best settlement followed

was to resort into an arrangement after the cultivation had been

82
conpl et ed.

The government decided that the duration of rents generally
shoul d be one year but in particular cases where the resources of

the villages were deduced or where there was nuch arable land it

83
could be extended to two or three years.
In 1843, in Divi the dry lands were settled under quinquien-
nial |eases. The average revenue from the dry lands for the past
twenty years were ascertained. Proposals were invited from the
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head inhabitants and ryots for a lease for five years and a cow
8A
was issued in the nanmes of the head inhabitants.

The existence of a different settlenment of the wet and dry

lands in the same village was not uncommon in Masulipatnam dis-
trict. It was a usual practice for the wet lands to be held under
85

Ausara and the dry lands on a Mucta settlement.

In Talaprolu experinments were carried out to introduce

Ryotwari system As a prelimnary measure in the cultivable I|and

was categorized into three groups |like the high Iand, the low
| and, and the garden |and. Again the high and low lands were
divided into four divisions based on the fertility of the soil

and its location in the village.

As noticed in table 2.1 the assessment on the wet | ands
included the ampunt collected on account of tank repairs. All
the low land under cultivation paid 1/2 a rupee and the others
paid proportionally less. The garden |ands were grouped under ten
categories, as shown in table 2.2, based on the type of crops

86
produced.
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Both in the Zam ndari and Haveli lands the rate of assess-

ment or the share of the cultivators depended on the wet and dry

crops. In the case of wet |ands rate depended on the facility of

irrigation. The usual practice was to divide the revenue into

four kists. The first installment was paid in June, second in
87

Septenmber, third in December and the last in February.

Some times the sists were fixed at very high rates and
|leased to the head inhabitants. For instance, the Devarakota
Zam ndar fixed a high sist and made the lands over to the head
Kapus who were solely responsible to the Zam ndar. The head
Kapus took the government share and paid the sist upon its sale

88
| eaving the Kudivaram or the ryots share to the cultivators.

Generally the principal parts of revenue came from govern-
ment share of the produce. In Eluru and Mustaphanagar Circars
the gross produce was divided between the circar and the cultiva-
tors after the usual deductions for charity and towards vill age

89
expenses were made.

In the Haveli lands when the grain was neasured the privi-
leges allowed to the inhabitants and other village officials were
deducted and then the residue was divided between the circar and
different sections of the cultivators. The usual nom nal shares
allowed to the cultivators of paddy were 8, 10, and 12 tooms in

90
twenty.
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The resident cultivators got 8 toomns
The strangers (non resident cultivators) 12 toons

Brahmi ns and Rachewars 10 toons

Dry grains were equally divided between the Zam ndar and the
ryots. But in actual practice the shares of the cultivators
sel dom exceeded 1/4 to 1/5 of the produce. Al ways  Zam ndari
lands were better cultivated than the lands of the Conpany.
Generally the lands producing dry grains (except Jonnalu). wer e
generally let by Bilnmucta. Under this system the land was held

91
at a very low rent.

| f the uncultivated land was brought wunder plough by the

cultivators, to encourage such performances and also for the
extra |abour they had put in, the cultivators received shares
hi gher than in the cultivated areas. For instance, in Bezwada
Zam ndar i if jungle land was brought under cultivation, in the
first year ryots were given 13 tooms / twenty, in the second year
they were given 12 tooms/ twenty, and in the third year they
received 11 tooms / twenty. From the fourth year the cultivators
92

received ten tooms which was usual.

Mor eover the cultivators were harassed and constantly dis-
turbed by the Conpany servants. The cultivators generally had to
perform the duties of coolies whenever the Conpany's troops

marched through the area. This practice which was common in the
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pre colonial tinmes seemed to have continued even under the Conpa-

ny's reginme.

When detachments of Mughal sepoys marched through the coun-
try they dragged the peasants from their fields and conpelled
them to carry their burdens wi thout permanent or sometines for
smal |l ampunts cultivation suffered as the ryots were kept forci-
bly in confinement as long as mlitary required their services.
For instance, if one conmanding officer required thirty or forty
coolies to convey their baggage from Eluru to Masulipatnam the
coolies had to be absent from their agricultural activities at

93
least for six days.

The Conpany's troops had the wrong notion that according to
the custom of the country it was the duty of the villages to
supply them coolies wi thout payment upon the supposition that the
coolie ~charges were deducted fromthe village rents. The peas-
ants on hearing the approach of the troops used to run away from
their fields till the detachment left their villages. In 1794-95
the Board of Revenue abolished this practice and advised the

troops to inform in advance to the village Kotwal who had to

94
arrange coolies for the troops.

74



Agricul tural Labourers:

As to the nature of the agricultural |[|abourers, they were at
the bottom of the agrarian structure and bel onged nostly to the
unt ouchable <castes like Mala and Madi ga whose presence in agri-

cultural operations was a must.

The agricultural | aborers were a necessary force to the
cultivation of al | Il ands both the alienated |ands and other
| ands. In case of alienated lands of all types. Inam lands and
Mani am | ands assigned to the support of Ilarge and small templ es.
Mosques and other institutions the agricultural | abourers were

paid by a share of produce or a fixed rent.

The two groups of |abourers who were responsible for the
cultivation were the farm servants and field |abourers. The farm
servants were engaged for the whole year to some land hol der who

had the exclusive rights to their servants and they were called

the Pal ekapu or Paleru. They were attached hereditarily to the
l'ands and were maintained by the cultivators during the year. As
the hereditary agricultural |abourers attached to fields they

were in a nore advantageous position than the other categories of
farm | abourers. They were always paid in kind and were also
given a small quantity of straw and unthrashed paddy, new clothes

and some tobacco, They also get advances of their wages free of

95
interest.
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Of the shares receivable by the Palerus Yadlapalu was one.
I f the Palerus having their own bullocks and ploughs cultivate
at the expense of the ryots they were entitled to four tooms per
candy from the inhabitants share whether the land be ryots or
the ~cultivators. |If the land belonged to the Palerus then they
had to defray only that portion of the Grama karchu which was
apportioned to the soil, the remaining charge divisible on the

96
produce was to be defrayed by the master.

Another simlar allowance was chaipalu. |f the Paleru pos-
sessing neither bullocks nor ploughs cultivate at the ryots
expense and with his cattle in such a case he was entitled only
to receive fromthe inhabitants share at the rate of two maunds
per kyled candy. A Pal eru whose contract with the land owner was
only for a year was entitled to five maunds of grains and
cl ot hes. But after the expiration of three or four years, if the
Pal erus were desirous of placing himself and his famly forever
under the protection of the ryots then they were entitled to the
followi ng all owances. If the Palerus had served from generation
to generation then they were entitled to one seer of jonnalu per
day and a country blanket annually. If they were enpl oyed in
the cultivation or in any other business of the ryots,during any
special occasions like marriages in the palerus househol ds, t he
Palerus were entitled to demand from his nmaster MPs. 1 1/4 to
defray cost of the Mangal asutram and other expenses. When a male

child was born the Paleru was to receive one rupee from the

76



mast er for defraying the birth expenses, whereas when a femal e
child was born only half a rupee was given. The boy eventually
became the servant of the ryot. |If a Paleru died while he was

still attached to the owner's farm then his son received two
97
rupees from the ryots to defray his father's funeral expenses.

However, both the Palerus. the one classed under Yadl apalu
and the other grouped under Chaipalu were equally entitled to
receive the allowances of Vinayakudu. Kallam thiru and Rasi adugu.
If the ryot lent his bullocks to the Paleru for cultivation
purposes then the circar tax was defrayed by the Paleru hinmself.
In the event of a pariah Paleru deserting the master and taking
refuge with another ryot then the master had a right to demand
the restoration of the Paleru and his sons to him |If a Paleru
was convicted of embezzling the produce, the master was rendered

answerable for the payment of the circar fine provided it was
98
ascertained that the Paleru was unable to discharge the sane.

The pal ekapu who usually was given a service contract for a
year was given food twice daily in the house and was furnished
with a pair of panchalu, one kanmbali and a pair of chappal s
besi des an annual payment of four or five rupees in cash. But
the condition of the daily wage |abourers depended on the type of
wor k invol ved. When the grain was cheap a man was usually paid
at two or one and half measures of grain per day, Whereas a

woman coolie got one and half to one and a quarter measure of
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grain per day. The coolies or the field |abourers were enployed
seasonally especially during the harvesting and sowi ng seasons
and were paid noney wages of two to four annas a day. Women

99
| abourers got half of these rates.

The custom of giving allowances and their long standing

practices had not changed but the rate of shares had changed with

reference to the higher and |ower prices of grain. These shares
differed depending on the type of land al so. In the dry lands
after deducting grain allowances from the total quantity of

produce a share of three or four tooms of grain per candy was

paid to the husbands nen besides the allowance of a toom of grain

per candy under the denom nation of Rasi adagu, Vi nayakudu or

Pal akunda wher eas in the wet lands five tooms per candy was
100

pai d.

At the tine of sowing Jonna seed hire to each coolie was

paid at one neasure of grain per day, whereas for cotton gath-
erers who worked from morning to evening 1/6 of the cotton
101

gat hered was given as their share.

Thus at the bottom of the agrarian hierarchy was the agri-
cul tural | abourers who had no right to |and. In the villages
among the hereditary officials or the bara baluta were included

these | abourers who belonged to untouchable castes.
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Cultivators Allowances and Custonary Deductions

In the district of Masulipatnam many grain allowances were
given to the cultivators after harvesting the produce. The nunber
of allowances varied from place to place. One of the many such
al l owances was Kallam thiru. There was a practice of rendering
the threshing floors soft and nuddy by watering. Certain quantity

of seed was trodden into the ground by the threshing cattle.

This was deemed to be the property of the ryot. In time this was

calculated as a share of the gross produce. This allowance for

instance, in the Kondapalli circar was made at twenty seers per

candy. I'n Gundur, Akulamannadu, |nuguduru, Pedanah, Vul | ur samut

and Kondapal i parganas under the head of Kallamhiru the palerus

were entitled to receive twenty seers per candy. In Divi and Six
102

Islands they were paid ten seers per candy.

Anot her was Kada Kallam thiru. The gl eaning of the ears of
grain which in threshing fell off the floor and was scattered
around was taken by the cultivators. Rasi adugu was another of
the kind. After the measurenment of every heap of grain it was
customary to leave the grain within two inches of the floor for
the benefit of the ryot. Towards Rasiadugu in the Nizanmpatnam
circar one three fourths seer per candy was given whereas in

Gundur and Akul amannadu the cultivators received four seers per

103
candy.
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In Vinayakudu, the practice was, in stacking the grain in
heaps a piece of clay was placed on the eastern side, consecrated
to the God Vinayaka. What ever grain remained on this in measur-
ing the grain was the ryot's prerequisite. This generally

amounted to two seers per candy in the district. Under the head

of Vinayakudu in Gundur, Akulamannadu, |nuguduru, and Pedanah the

pal erus received four seers per candy. In Vullursanut, Divi and

Six Islands they got one seer per candy, whereas in Kondapalli

Havel i it was two seers per candy and in Nizampatnam circar it
104

was one seer per candy.

Pal akadava or Pal akunda was another of the grain allowances.
At the commencement of the measuring of the heaps of grain the
owner of each heap bathed the God Vinayaka with m |k brought in
an earthen pot which he was permtted to fill with grain. These
al |l owances were so arbitrarily fixed that the cultivators bring-
ing big earthen pots —could take a larger anount of the grain
per haps. Generally this deduction also ampunted to two seers per
candy. Laubham dosili included three hands full of grain taken
from each heap by the measurers at the beginning and was (given
to the ryot repeating a word |aubham meaning profit. Anot her

al l owmance was Chupudu Sal aga which was made at the rate of four

105
seers per candy.

The various allowances in a broad way reinforced the jajmani

relations and also in a way practiced to enphasize the benevo-
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lence of the Zamindars. By allotting a fixed share of allowance
to the cultivators under various heads the cultivators were made
to believe that they received extra allowances apart from their
traditional shares. Though on the whole all the allowances put
together did not amount to much still this reinforced the idea
that the Zam ndar was giving an extra share or allowance out of
his portion of the produce. As the privileged sections of the
rural society enjoyed various privileges in the cultivating
shares, the cultivators were also made to believe through these-
al lowances that along with the upper strata of the rural struc-
ture they were also given similar privileges. Though the Zamin-
dars in collusion with various revenue servants appropriated
much more from the cultivators that exploitation was given a

legal sanction through these various customary allowances.

The very liberal allowances made by the circar were abun-
dantly sufficient for the cultivators if justice was followed in
their distribution. Unfortunately, a larger share was appropri-

ated by the middl emen.

Besides, what the cultivators received fromthe circar they
had to pay also certain amount towards various deductions to
different groups in the village. These customary allowances

varied from place to place.
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The Dar bari Karchulu of Myl avaram Nandi gama, Char mahal
were the same in effect as the Sadarwari of Nunestalum and Konda-
pal l'i and Dora chaduvu of Bezwada. However, the method of as-
sessnment differed fromplace to place. The first two consist of
a specific tax calculated on the net produce of the land while
the later was realized by delivering the circar share of the crop

to the ryot at a higher price than the selling rate.

I'n Nuzividu Zam ndari, after paying the Zam ndar's share of
the gross produce, from the remaining proportion the cultivators
paid the Darbari charges which ranged from5 to 9 1/4 percent on
the jumma. Li kewi se the cultivators paid at the harvest three
seers per putti to the Karanam and batta of Rs. 1/4 each per
diem to Gumasthas from the Mazunmdar, Deshpande and Zam ndars,
besides batta to the circar peons with them Nazars of two
pagodas from every large village and one for each small one to
each Deshpande and Mazundar, also to the Mutadars two rupees from
a large village and one froma snall one. The cultivators had to
pay Nazars to the Zami ndar's, Brahmins and sometines to other
persons in power, pay a certain sum for the repairs of tanks.
When the Zam ndar was distressed for money cultivators were
conpelled to pay again. For instance, when Baharzalli was made
over to Tirupati Rao of Mugulturu, on his becom ng answerable for
certain Kkists and arrears of Apparao that he took on his own
account a nazar of about two percent above the usual paynment s

these various exactions conmbined with the expenses of | abourers
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reduced the cultivators time proportion of the crop to barely one

fifth. 107

On the whole these collections took fromthe ryots about 16
5/4 percent of their original share of the crop. But further
charges were collected from themunder the head of Nazarnuctah
and fee to the circar servants reduce their share to 3 percent
nor e. The paynents to Anchanadars, Mahamuldars and Kyl edars
absorbed a further sumof 16 percent and the surplus that re-
mained to the cultivators after defraying all the charges of

cultivation was m ni num %

Revenue Col |l ecti ng Agency

The cultivators were not left free even during their agri-
cul tural operations. As soon as the season started, both in the
Zami ndar i and Haveli lands the villages were visited by a chain
of revenue officers who were deputed fromtine to time to super-
vise the cultivating operations. In order to keep a watch over
the ryots so that they did not remove the grain before measuring
or hide it, during harvesting season the Zam ndars appointed
extra peons whose salaries were paid from the ryots share of the
crop. This practice in course of time became very vicious. The
nunmber  of these peons increased at the will and fancy of the

Zam ndars. As the entire establishment had to be supported by



the ryots it becanme a matter of oppression to the ryots and also
increased the nunber of intermediaries between the Zam ndars and
the cultivators. They also acted as arbitrators in the villages
to settle the disputes that may arise among the inhabitants
regarding the land or right to water or to ~correspond directly
with the Tahsildars regarding the affairs of the division under

109
hi s charge. The Zam ndars interference started as soon as the

crops reach the harvesting stage and from there on, at every
remai ning stage they were superintended by the Zam ndari serv-

ants.

These intermediaries were Nai kwadi s, Mahasul dars, Pygasties,
Anchanadar s, Maddat gar s, Kyl edars, Tahsil dars, Taj abdars, and
peons. The sal aries of these people and also batta to them and

their peons was included in the Grama Karchu accounts.

The Nai kwadis were Talaris or village watchers. They re-
ceived two seers of grain from each heap as their fixed allowance
as village servants and an additional sum in grain and noney
daily during their attendance at the period of harvest. For
i nstance, in Weyuru pargana this allowance included a batta of
one dub and one and half seers of Jonnalu for three nmonths and
fifteen days. One dub and one seer of Jonnalu for four nonths

and twenty days and four dubs in cash for four months and thirty

days making the total allowance of each Naikwadi to 2} 1/2
rupees. In the pargana there were forty one Nai kwadis and the
110

total amounted to Rs. 1,052.
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Mahsul dars were extra watchers enployed during harvesting
season. They were in attendance from four to six nonths but re-
ceived pay and batta for four months only at the rate of five
dubs and one seer of Jonnalu per diem making the total al | owance
of the period to 15 1/4 rupees each. They were one hundred and

sixty four Mahsuldars and the amount spent on them was Rs.

111
2,198.

The Pygasties were watching peons, in superintendence of the
Nai kwadi s and Mahasul dars whose duties were confined to their
particular villages to see that they were present and vigilant in
their duties. Their pay and allowances were nine dubs and one
and half seers of Jonnalu each per diem for 4 nonths equal to Rs.
49 approximately. There were fourteen of them in Wyuru pargana.
Mashat dars were the measurers of the land enployed at the period
of the harvest for ascertaining actual extent of land cultivated

and they received ten dubs and one and a quarter seer of rice
112
per diem while enployed anounting to Rs. 12.

The duty of the Anchanadars was to estimate the produce of
the crop when ready for cutting and they received ten dubs and
one and a quarter seers of rice each day on which they m ght be
enmpl oyed. This depended upon the quantity of land measured out
by the Mashatdars. The total pay per head anounted to Rs. 12.
Kyl edars were enployed in measuring the grain when threshed and

pl aced in heaps. The period of their engagement was uncertain but
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their pay and allowances were seven annas and three dubs and one

115
and a quarter seers of rice per diem
Kyl edars were deputed to guard against any fraud in the
measurement of the produce. The number of nen enployed for these

duties was not fixed and their nunber varied depending on the
wi shes of the Zam ndar. Their nunmber was supposed to be propor-
tionate to the extent of the crops. But the remuneration to
these people was paid by the villagers and not by the Zam ndars

114
and often the establishment was larger than necessary. Thus

making the intermediaries between the cultivator and the Zam n-
dars too many and also |eaving scope to various illegal exactions

from the peasants under various heads.

The Sanmutdars were the circar servants on a fixed pay em
pl oyed under the Anmeens of the Zam ndars. They had wunjustly
created a demand upon the ryot for batta ampunting to four rupees
mont hly. Tahsil dars were extra peons enployed by the Ameen. They
received one fanam and thirty cash per diem when enployed. The

number was not restricted and generally depended on the wi shes of

the Ameen. Tal abdars were extra peons also enployed by the Aneen
in collection of balances. They received allowances simlar to
115

Tahsl | dars.

Other duties were |ike Colagarum or measuring duty. The
measurers were allowed two seers per candy and this was included

in the kyle manools. One mpoiety was paid to the measurer and the
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other was received by the circar. Ot her allowances were the ones

made to Tanadar and Brahmns at the rate of one and three

fourths of a seer and one seer per candy respectively. Anot her
tax was Darbari charges. Under this head, different strata of
the rural econony were charged differently. For instance. Ka-

deems and old inhabitants were taxed at 12 /16 MPs per candy,

Vel amvars were taxed at 1 /16 MPs /candy, and Brahm ns and head
116
i nhabitants were taxed at 13/16 MPs/candy. Al these suggest

t hat the relation among different groups and the rates were

determ ned according to the local usage and custons.

Rural Economy : Roll of Various groups in the village:

The village, as already noted was a crucial unit of produc-
tion, end was also the centre of rural administrative set up.
Each village had the entire machinery of local administration in
an establishment of hereditary village servants. This catered to
the local administrative needs and helped in the smooth running
of village administration and also coordinated with higher levels
of administration acting as an agent between the state and the
rural structures. The local administrative set up more or |ess
was the same through out the region, but in exceptional cases,
had one or two village officials more depending on the needs of
the wvillages. However though the village administrative system
was maintained even under the Company government it did differ

from those of the pre colonial regimes both in the nature and
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structure of the setup. VWhat depended on the customary tradi-
tions, in the pre colonial period were now governed by contract.
The Conpany abolished certain offices and strengthened some to

suit its needs.

The functioning of the rural economy in any region was
influenced to a large extent by the structure of the rural socie-
ty because the way in which the different groups were structural-
ly organized partially determ ned the nature of the econony and
accordingly the adm nistrative setup at the level of the locali-
ty. Such groups need not be only those who were directly in-

volved in agricultural production.

Each village generally had an establishnent of village
servants called Bara Baluta or twelve kinds of hereditary village
servants. But the conponents of this Bara baluta differed in
each account. It consisted of Patel, Karanam Shrof f, Tal ari .
Thoti. Nirganti. Astrologer, Smth, Carpenter, Washerman, Bar ber

117

and Silversmth. In sonme accounts potters and dancing girls

were also included and in other accounts the village establish-

118
ment included eighteen officials. However the offices of t he
Headnmen and the Karanam were the top nost and of crucial i nmpor -
tance in the villages. The office of the village functionaries

was an hereditary one and their pay was made in the form of |nans
and also in kind out of the produce of the villages and the

shares of these groups were determ ned based on the customary
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practices in the village. Munro in 1813 described a village as
119

A village in India does not apply to what is commonly called
a village in this country, a collection of houses, a village
is a certain portion of country, generally fromtwo to four
square miles, the boundary of which are unalterable. What
ever cessions or transfers of country are made in the course
of war from one power to another, the boundaries of the
village remain permanent, the ryot considers the village as

his country, he does not look to the province or to the
country at large, he considers the village as the little
republic in which he resides and lives are often |ost in

struggles among neighbouring villages for a quarter of an
acre of land which never has been cultivated, nor even can
be cultivated merely to include it within the boundary of
one or the other village

The relative powers of the village admnistrative officials
and their status differed from tract to tract and perhaps from
village to village. The village officers had become intermedi-
aries between the government and the village, medi ating the
demands and desires of both the parties and levying some sort of

120
fee on both parties for his service

There was gradation of rank and caste even in performing the
village duties. While the first two offices of Patel and Karanam
were held by the dominant castes in the village, the menial
duties were divided between the Mala and Madiga castes usually.
The other duties were also mostly caste occupations and every one
received shares in the agrarian surplus according to their du-

ties. For instance, at the apex of the wvillage administrative
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setup was the head inhabitant known in various places by various

names as Mani akkar. Potail, Peddakarar, Peddakapu, Peddaryot and
121

Nai du. The village head generally belonged to the dom nant

caste of Vellalars in the region. He was the |ocal representa-

tive and was also the villager's medium of contact with the

central adm nistration.

The village headnen helped in collecting the revenue which
was paid through his hands. He was also a petty magistrate and
civil judge. As a magistrate he dealt with petty crime, assaults
and also decided suits for nmoney and petty property disputes.
They received payments sonmetimes by inam lands and sometimes by
mras or fee fromrevenue. As a rule, no large salary was at-
tached to this office, for the position was one of an honour.

The head inhabitants with few exceptions enjoyed no emoluments in
122
the district of Masulipatnam either in money or in |and.

The Patel was generally a prosperous cultivator having a
dom nant economi c and social status in the village as the nanmes
Peddar yot or Peddakapu thenselves indicate. As cultivators and
other inhabitants reposed their faith in them it enabled them to
wi el d considerable influence in the village. To stress nore, in
the areas where successive governments and political change had
done very little to dislodge the local prom nence of the communi -

ties big land owners often controlled the village headship as
1272
part of a nmore general assertion of mrasi right.
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The system of village administration with the headman at the
apex supported by the Village Panchayat ensured the smooth func-
tioning of the socio economic organization. The Panchayat was
generally held in a public place called Chavadi where the village
office was housed. The village Panchayat consisted of a group
village elders headed by the Patel. The Panchayat decided all

the matters in the village, and settled disputes of various

124
kinds. In fact, this practice was carried even in to the

Company's administration. For instance, the boundary disputes
and irrigation disputes which were a common feature in village
politics were often settled by the Collector assembling the

125
Panchayats of the villages under dispute

Thus the village headman played a domi nant role even in the
functioning of the agrarian world. Being a leading ryot in the
village, in both Zamindari and Haveli lands the villages were |et
to the head inhabitants and it was they who redistributed them
among the cultivators according to the long standing village
practices. However this office was not uniform throughout the
region. \Where the office of Patel or single headman was unknown
there were several headmen or head ryots known as Pettandars or

Peddakapus who performed duties like land revenue collection and
126
controlled the affairs of the village

The official next in importance was the Karanam or Patwari

the keeper of the village accounts. In the region the Karanams
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were nmostly Brahm ns though there were persons of ot her castes
also who held this position. 127 Even among the Brahmns it was
the Niyogis who domi nated these offices. Because their skill in
accounting and book work was exacting and because it was sacred

and secret to his famly the Karanam or the accountant held a

position which was both durable and influential.

Tracing the origins of Karanams, R. E. Frykenberg points out
t hat, Brahm ns were brought down from Benares to be the village
accountants. They under the pre colonial reginmes gradually dis-
pl aced Aravas and Jains as Karanans. Successive waves of other

groups, such as the Hoysal as, Kanakaplllais, Lingayats, Patrulu,
Badagal s and Nandavari kas as well as the Linga Balijas, Gaj ul a

balijas and Kayasthas came or were brought into the region in the

128
chain of succeeding political regines.
The Karanams had formerly acted as the Ijradars that is as
medi ators between the Zam ndars and the cultivators. The head
i nhabi t ant in some villages held the position of Karanam al so.

But there was no fixed rule about the nunber of Karanams in each

village. For instance, in the Kondapalli Paragana their nunmber

varied widely. In villages there were sonmetimes nore than one
129

Karanam and this nunmber sometines extended up to 13. In Eluru

three to four Karanams were there instead of one. This practice

was an oppression upon the people, because each of them demand
the usual fees fromthe cultivators. Though the original Inamto

the office remins the same they in collaboration with the head
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inhabitants frequently cultivated more than their share of |ands
in the viIIages.130 The office of the Karanams as well as the
headman's was hereditary as long as the duties appertaining to it
were properly performed. The Karanam was supposed to be a rapa-
cious and untrustworthy person. This nature of the Karanam was
clearly accounted even in the existing literature and proverhbs
"Karanamtho kantupadithe kadi kadal adu', (plough does not move if
one goes against the Karanams). Explaining the nexus between the
village head and the Karanam it was said "Karanalu kaapulu eka-
mai t he kakulu kuda eguravu',(even crows will not fly if Karanams
and Kapus jointly work) and "Karanam saadhuvu kaadu. kaaki telupu

131
kaadu' (neither a Karanam plain nor a crow white).

The Karanams were required to keep complete registers of the
extent and description of lands in each village and true accounts
of the gross produce of the lands and to enter in their registers
where the produce might be shared between the proprietors and the
cultivators, also the quantity of grain so divided as well as the
rates of division. In cases where the lands m ght be liable to

pay money rents they had to record the rates and the amount of

132
the money rents.

The Karanams also entered in their registers the rates and
amount of all fees and marahs appropriated to village servants

and servants, specifying whether such fees and marahs were pay-
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able from the gross produce of the entire lands, from the pro-
prietors share, or fromthe ryots share. They were to keep
registers of the quit rent and ready noney paynments collected in
each vill age, nonthly registers of the prices of all ki nds of
grain, registers of strangers, accounts exhibiting the actual
revenue and charges of the village. They were to produce the
regi sters and accounts whenever required by the proprietor, by

133the Coll ector or by the Adawl ut of the Zill ah.

The Collectors however were prohibited from demanding from
Karananms their registers and accounts for any other purpose than
that of asserting the public revenue upon the portions of estates
which it mght be necessary to subdivide or of admnistering the
revenue of |ands escheated to governnent or attached for arrears
of revenue. Thus the Karanams were to keep the registers of
rents payable by the ryots to the proprietors. The Col | ectors
had no authority over the Karanans. They could call for inform-
tion fromthemonly for a limted purpose unconnected with the
relation between the proprietors and their ryots and had no power
to ensure that the Karanam duly kept the prescribed registers
with correct accounts. Perhaps this detailed accounting of

village settlements and also Karanams role in it led to the

proverb 'kaapul a jaathakalu karanaal a keruka'( Karanams know the
154

bi ography of the Kapus). The strengthening of the office of

the Karanam in the village under the Conmpany and the power t hat

was vested in its office and their independent status enabled the
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Karanams to wield authority over the rural structure in the

countryside.

As for the enjoyment of privileges and enolunments were
concerned Karanams had an advantageous position conpared to
others in the villages. For the duties performed they received
Rusums, Chupudu Sal agal u and Badu Sal agal u. However nmore than
these it was the customary privileges they enjoyed from all
sections in the society that ampunted to large fees. Their
collection in the villages became so vicious that under the
Conpany the Collectors abolished the claims advanced by the
Karanams to exorbitant Rusums on each choda kunta, on the jareeb
produce on |oons, on Banias and other inhabitants in their mar-

135
riages and also on the grain purchased by Banias.

The cultivators in the village were obliged to perform many
services for him Moreover at the time of marriages or some other
soci al function in the village the Karanams received certain
amount fromthe villagers. Apart from it some sheaves of grain
was given to the Karanam by each cultivator at the tinme of reap-
ing. But there was no fixed rule about these paynments. It
depended on different kinds of grain. After the Conpany took
possession of the Circars it abolished certain fees which previ-

ously Karanans had <collected on Betel. Tobacco, Opi um and

136
Arrack.
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In spite of all these, it was this office to the exclusion
of others that was strengthened by the Conpany under the 1802
settlement. Under the new settlement the duties and powers of the
Karanam were <clearly laid down and the offices of the Karanam

emerged as the only powerful setup in the village adm nistration.

The 1802 Regul ation inposed an obligation on the Zam ndars

to appoint and support the regular and established number of

Karanams who were to obey all legal orders issued by the Zam n-
dars but were not liable to be removed except by a court of
judicature on a suit instituted by the Zam ndar. The rights of

the Zami ndars in their dealings with Karanams were also defined
and restricted while they were to be maintained by the Zam ndars
the latter had no power to renove them or appoint any one over-

137
riding the hereditary Iine.

But under the Permanent Settlement the Collector abol i shed
the claim advanced by the Karanams to exorbitant rusums on each
choda kunta of the jareeb produce, on |oons, on Banias and inhab-
itants and others, in their marriages, as well as on the grain

138
purchased by Bani as.

An evil practice which was prevalent and which was exercised
by the village heads and Karanams in the region to the harassment

of the rural communities was Grama karchu or the village charges.
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under this head the cultivators had to contribute customarily and
the shares received by these village servants were specified and
collected without fail. Table 2.3 shows the village charges that

were collected in Nizampatnam circar of Masulipatnam district:
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Table : 2.5

Grana Karchu in Nizampatnam Circar in 1778:

S. No. Nane of

Fasli

1209

Disbursements

Vill ages

Fusly 1208 Col | ections
by the rent-

er

fromvil-

lages under
G ama Karchu Grama Karchu

made by the
i nhabi tants
of different
vill ages on
account of

MPs-F-C MPs-F-C MPs- F- C
1 Nizampatnam 22-29-65 34-18- 0 34-33-60
2 VYalatapolam 50- 9- 4 57-12-52 46- 8-18
5 Ganapavaram 58-51-29 75- 24-54 58- 4-74
4 Komaravolu 22-10-55 15-51-62 16- 8-58
5 Edupalli 52- 6-55 87-19-55 70-51-62
6 Chinamutlapudi 36-23-26 54-12-64 28- 7-25
7 Aluru 140- 8-58 62-27- 67 55-22-62
8 Adavala Divi 65-29- 9 70- 5-59 44-24-55
9 Kavuru 68-12-55 52-16-56 70- 9-67
10 Amudalapalli 47-18- 22 45-12-75 59- 0-11
11 FEtaru 41-52-15 22-12-75 22-16-14
12 Pragam 17-19- 0 19-22-40 19-22-40
15 Nagaram 21-26-58 57-50-52 52-52- 27
14 Potumerka 49-55- 1 55-25-14 46-17- 46
15 Pudivada 79-21-64 81- 5-64 54- 14- 61
16 Rajavolu 88-20- 42 55-52-61 57- 4-29
17 Kuchinapudi 76- 0-11 80- 10- 20 79-11- 9
18 Pullaputla 27- 2-20 50- 15- 69 50-11-20
19 Allaparru 52-28-77 70- 9-22 99- 26- 55
20 Paralli 26- 18- 45 24-12-52 20-22-62
21 Kuripudi 57- 5- 5 27-10-10 21- 1-10
22 Pedamutlapudi 58- 2-20 45-16- 25 55-51-29
25 Balasulapolam 41-18- 0 52-52-72 50- 16- 25
24  Mundrada 70-11-10 75-29-54 48-51-40
25 Gokarneswaram 16-52- 5 18- 5-75 15-15-26
26 Amartaluru 159-55-17 209-28-10 164- 15-62
27 Cherukumalli 81-55-57 45-22- 6 44- 8-55
28 Chandavol u 74-25-14 185-54- 2 154- 26- 55
29 Kadavakudru 45- 4-40 94- 2-54 79-51-29
3¢ Paral a 81- 5-52 221-24-60 201- 0-11
51 Anumalli 92- 4-40 55-12- 64 40- 5-50
52 Vvellapolam 79-26- 1 49-55-24 42-50- 64
55. Pedaganjam 45-26- 12 45-55-69 55- 9-45
55 Peddapal I'i 52- 4-17 29- 2-42 41-19- 66
54 Patamangalagiri 254-15-79 208- 24- 60 196- 22- 40
Total MPs. 2420- 20- 19 2555-27-41 2859-19- 59
Source: Collector Masul i patnam district to the BOR,

10.11.1809, MDR, v.2998, MDR, v. 2998,
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In theory, the amounts were collected by the revenue offi-
cials to meet the expenses for religious festivals, tenple main-
tenance, fairs, charities, gifts to dignitaries, propitiation to
village deities. and office equipnment. But the amount t hus
coll ected was generally shared by the village revenue officials,
taluk and Huzur servants. Anot her tax of simlar nature was
Saderwari . For instance, in the district of Masulipatnam in sone
parganas it was as shown in the table 2.4.

Table : 2.4

Saderwari in Sone tal uks of Masulipatnamdistrict:
Dowl e for 1798 Grama Kar chu
MP F C
MP F C
1. Kondapal 1i 5968 - 22 40
1045 - 33 - 36
2. Val | ursanut 6698 - 6 -44
1517 - 10 - 61
3. GQundur 9519 - 11 -42
694 - 3 - 15
4. Akul amannad 645 - 2-64
64 - 5-59
5. I nuguduru 1523 - 7 -63
244 - 13 - 40
6. Pedanah 3233 - 11 -29 195 - 33 - 69

Source: Coll ector Masulipatnamdistrict to the BOR, 11.10.1800,
MDR. v. 2998, p.6.

Realizing the exactions, the Conmpany immediately after its
acquisition of the region, tried to restrict the collections by
fram ng certain rules. For instance, for a village yielding the
revenue from 50 - 250 MPs./ year taffrick was fixed at 20 percent
and a taffrick of 8 percent on villages yielding revenue from

thousand and above. The Conpany also stated that the Payakaris
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should be assessed at one half of the rates payable by the Kara-

nams. 139

However these taxes were so arbitrarily fixed that the poor
classes were robbed of all their limted surpluses. For these
reasons under the 1802 settlement the Conpany introduced a clause
in the sale itself that no part of the gramakarchu would be
payable to the proprietors. Such contributions being intended
for the general benefit of the village would be borne by each
i nhabitant in proportion according to the extent and value of his

cultivation in the village.

The other i mport ant village officials were Deshpandes,
Mazundar . Seri shtadars of the circar. Tanadars who were in
charge of revenue collection at the taluk and district level .
However they worked in coordination with the Karanans. Generally
there were one or two Deshpandes in each tal uk. They received
the accounts of the villages from the Karanam and submtted them
to the circar. The Mazundars kept the accounts of the Jumma from
the tal uks. For these services they enjoyed Saverans and
Rusuns. 141 But under the 1802 Regul ation the offices of Mazum
dar, Deshpande, and Serishtadar were abolished while strengthen-

ing Karanams position in the village.

The Deshpandes of Tanedi had taken to thenselves the duties

of the village Karanams, while those of Pedanah cultivated nearly
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hal f the soil on their own account with exclusive advantages and
in Kondapalli estate the Oeshpande and Mazundari offices were

142
held by one famly.

In Gudur and Akul amannadu parganas the Oeshpande was sup-

ported by an allowance of ten seers per putti from the gross
produce. Mazumdars were supported by fees upon land custons
143

wi t hout Inams or M rasi.

Whil e some of the havelis had many Deshpandes and Mazumdars,
some were Wwithout these offices. In some other parganas the
duties of Deshpandes and Karanams were conbined. Generally the

Deshpandes and Karanams cultivated nearly half and the Dbest
144
arable land on their own account.

Li kewi se the office of Mazundar was abolished in Rudravaram

village in Inuguduru pargana and Mal kacherla in Pedanah pargana
was conferred on the Mazumdar Ebarasi Chandra Sekhar for life at
the annual qui t rent of five star pagodas to be paid to the

Zam ndar of I nuguduru and twenty star pagodas to the proprietor

145
of Pedanah respectively.
But in some instances pensions were given to the forner
Deshpandes al so. For example, to the Deshpande of Divi Boggal a

Rama Reddy and Buggada Veeranna an annual pensions of 44  Star

pagodas and 52 4/5 Star pagodas were given respectively for life.
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In Munagal a the office of the Deshnukh was abolished and Miunagal a
was conferred in Zamndari tenure on Keesara Venkata Narasi nha

146
Rao.

In Gundur pargana the office of Deshpande was held by the
Karanams who performed the duties of both the offices, though the

of fice of Deshpande was established to be a check on the Karanans

147
of fices. The Deshpandes and Mazumdars had Inam lands from the

Circar and Rusuns or fees from the cultivators for their i mmedi -
ate subsistence ampunting to about three percent on the revenue.
Li kewise certain mrasi villages were allotted for paynment and

support of the cutcherry of Deshpandes and Mazunmdars and other

148
servants.

At the recommendation of the Special Comm ssion appointed to
introduce Permanent Settl ement the government abolished the
office of Deshpande in Masulipatnam district. However in Vullur
Sanmut , the Deshpandes Govi nda Raju, Ramappa, and Govindaraju

Buchchi were allowed to enjoy the rent free Inam Jland for

149
life.

The other official, Nirganti, was the one who |ooked after
irrigation needs of the village. This office was not universal.

It depended on the existence of the wet lands in the village and
150
the numbers of servants varied with the extent of wet | ands.
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The Talari was required to watch the grain heaps on the
common threshing floor before the division of the produce. He was
required to obtain information regarding all breaches of law in

the villages and also to escort and protect persons travelling

from one village to another. All these officials were remunerat-
ed by the usual inam lands called Kattubadi |ands. The other
151

regul ar servant was the boundary man or the thoti

Besides the above mentioned ones every description of the

village referred also to the Priest, Astrologer, Smith, Carpen-

ter, Barber and the Leather worker. In some villages there was
the Physician, Dhobi. Musician and the Dancing girl. However not
al l the people were present in each village. Benedicte Hjejie

opined that the core of the village establishment consisted of a

152
Karanam, a Black smith, a Carpenter, a Barber and a Washerman

To sum up, a contemporary British account stated the admin-
155
istrative setup thus:
When the Muhammadans took this part of the country in the
sixteenth century they appear to have made little change in
the existing Hindu system They occupied certain posts with
mlitary garrisons under Muhammadan officers and sometimes a
tract of country might be granted to a Muhammadan officer as
a Jagir but for the most part the revenues were collected
. and accounted for to the central authority by Hindu offi-
cials. These Hindu officials were the district accountant or
Despondi, the district Collector or the Desmukh and a third
official who had charge of the Police and seems to have
exercised some supervision over the two others bearing the
name of Muzumdars or Mannavar. As is usual in India these
offices became hereditary and when the Muhammadan power
became lax the Hindu hereditary officials began to cal
themselves Zamindars and to act as if they were independent
princes but through all these changes the villages remained
unaltered.
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Thus the role of these officers was not only the revenue
coll ections and organization of agricultural production but al so
to supervise the over all activities in the village. In the
Cowl s that were issued to the Zam ndars the Conpany stated clear-
ly that the Conpany had rights to appoint Anchanadars for the
purpose of estimating the value of the crops and |Iikewise to
appoi nt Mazumdars, Deshpandes and other officers for the purpose
of exam ning into and keeping the Zam ndars should render al |

154
assi stance to such officers.

In the village econony besides the agrarian groups there
were many other social groups of various castes. The strength of
the agrarian econonmy as well as the village depended on the
organi zation of these various elements and how well the nexus was
created between the agrarian groups and various others. Some  of
such groups were Banias. Wavers, Toddy drawers, Gol dsmi t hs,

Basket makers. Cow keepers, G| nongers. Boat men. Fi sher men.

A certain amunt of tax was collected on each of t hese

groups in the region. In Divi, Pariah |oonms were taxed under
mot ur f a. However all pariah |loons were not taxed at the same
rate. For instance,

27 looms were taxed at 5/8 MPs / |oom

8 looms were taxed at 1/4 MPs [/ |oom
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2 loons were taxed at 7/16 MPs / |oom
155
1 loom was taxed 4 fanans and 40 cash.

Besi des, seventeen Bania's houses were taxed at MPs. 7-55-
60. The assessnent was regulated by the nunber of shops the

Bani as had. The Fishernmen in Nagayal anka paid a tax of MPs.
156
5-2-20, 45 Cow keepers houses paid nanool fee MPs. 48-22-40.

Table 2.5 shows the quit rent or noturpha paid by different

occupational groups in the village of Mandamarru in Qundur

par gana :
Table : 2.5
Qit rant paid in Mandanmarru Pargana. -
S No People No. of Bi | mucta Tax
Houses MPs-F- C
1. Br ahm ns 62 57-15-60
2. Gl nmakers 4 0-31-41
3. Pal | anqueen bearers - 1-21- 0
4. Gold smths 3 1-21-70
5. Soap sellers 5 0-10-40
6. Weaver s 9 2- 2-50
7. Vadde (sellers of salt fish) 10 4- 26- 20
8. Toddy drawers 27 55- 0- O
9. Cow keepers - 0-21- 0
10. Aura or cloth stainers 5 1-18-34
11. Cow keepers 10 5-0-0
12. Cubber makers 1 0-10- 10
15. Pai nters 20 10- 0- O

Source: Collector Read, Masul i patnam district to the BOR,
10. 11. 1800, MDR, 2998, p.56.
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Of these non agricultural groups in the village, weavers
constituted the nost inportant occupation next to agriculture.
Li ke the agrarian setup the weaving world was conplex and played

an inmportant role in the working of the agrarian econony.

Weavers and the Agrarian World:

In Masulipatnam district during the late eighteenth century,
the weaving centres were spatially concentrated in the Zam ndaris
of the region namely in Repalli Zam ndari , Rachur  Zami ndari,
Chll akal ur lpadu Zamindari and Sattenapalli Zam ndari. From the
weaving villages of these Zam ndaris chay goods of different
varieties like G ngams red and blue, Sastracandles and Romals of
di fferent assortments travelled a long distance and reached
di stant markets of Europe and Africa. Further in these villages,

various types of cloth meant for regional as well as i nt ernal
157
consunption were also produced.

In the Haveli tracts of the Conmpany, the weaving centres
were in Eluru, Pedanah, Gundur, and Nizanpatnam circar areas.
Punjum cloth of different sorts. G nghams and Canbalies were main
cloth varieties produced in these Haveli |ands. Chay goods indus-
try of the Northern Coromandel was nostly concentrated in Masuli-
patnam and Guntur districts, even though a few centres from

Godavari district also specialized in chay goods production.
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Masul i patnam was known for its contribution to the painted
and printed multihued fabrics called Chintz, locally known as
Kal amkari . Chintz production was concentrated in places like

Masul 1patam, Palakollu and Jagganadhapuram. !°®

While the traditional weaving communities predom nated in
the weaving world of the Godavari and Visakhapatnam districts,
in Masulipatnam and Guntur districts, the weavers did not neces-
sarily belong to the traditional weaving castes. For instance,
although there were Sale caste weavers, primarily Padma sales,
there were also Pariah weavers, Jandra caste weavers, Togata

weavers and even a few looms set up by barbers.!5°

A significant correlation between the caste and the produc-
tion of specific varieties of cloth could also be discerned in
the district. The evidence from the Guntur and Masulipatnam
districts displays that the non-traditional weavers specialized

160 Eyen

in producing ordinary cloth meant for |ocal consumption,
the popular forms of expressions like proverbs of the region
indicate the specialization on of the weaving carried on by the
pariah weavers. |If the cloth was not woven perfectly, a common
form of expression was "Sagamu Sale Neta, Sagam Mala Neta',
meaning half the weaving was done by Sales, the other half by
Mal as. 62 General |y speaking, the finer varieties of cloth were

produced by the castes higher in the social hierarchy [like the

Padma Sales who specialized in weaving super fine varieties.
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In the district records, the termused to refer to them was
"Mal a Maggal aval luoo' that is. Mala weavers. The Mal as consti -
tuted the major weaving community in the village econony of

Masul i pat nam district and played an equally prom nent part in the

weavi ng econony, especially in Kondapalli Havel i, Val | ur sanut,

and | nuguduru Parganas. Whil e they al nost nmonopolized the work

in Vullursanut, no Pariah weaver existed in Gundur Pargana,
162

Akul amannadu Parganas, and in Nizanpatnam circar. It was spe-

cially mentioned that they were not enployed by the Conpany.

One of the ways in which the weaving communities were tied
to the agrarian econony and the rural structures was through a
wide variety of formal and informal taxes reflected in the pat-
tern of revenue systens. The contribution of the weavers fornmed
a major conponent of the entire revenue system next only to
t hat of the agricultural groups. These contributions strength-
ened the Zami ndans and other local institutions. In turn, these
reinforced the Zami ndars to increase their hold over the weavers.

The changes brought by the Conpany through the Permanent Settle-

ment affected the indigenous links and paved the way for the
incorporation of the weavers, into the matrix of the colonial
econony.
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Tax Collection in the Textile Econony

By the end of the eighteenth century there was no uniform
ity in the existing revenue systens relating to the weaving

world of the Masulipatnam region.

In the later half of the eighteenth century, as most of the
weavi ng centres, and the weaving |oons fell within the jurisdic-
tional limts of the landed estates called Zam ndaris, t he
Zam ndaris depended to a considerable extent on the support of

the weavers.

The weavers contributed both formal and infornal taxes to
various landed elites of the region. Unlike in Godavari and
Vi sakhapatnam districts, in Masulipatnam and Guntur districts,
the relation between weavers and Zam ndars was blurred by factors
like scattering of the weaving villages over a wide area, t he

presence of a clearly demarcated power structure in the adm nis-

trative setup, and the large scale participation of the non
traditional weavers in the textile econony.
The weaver in Masulipatnam district falling under the

adm nistrative wunits of 4th division of Masul i patnam circar,

usually paid tax which they were liable as weavers. But in case

the weavers had Iland, they received their share of the produce
163

in common with other inhabitants. Here the relationship of the
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weaver with the Zam ndars and other village officials was |Iless
formal and |ess oppressive as the weavers' payments to them were
customarily formalized, and the forcing of grain over the weavers

164
was also a rare phenomenon in these districts.

Havi ng bel onged to an artisanal group the weavers in Masuli -
patnam were subjected to a variety of taxes like professional
taxes, fees or Tahareer and sayer saderwareed. These institution-
alized Munnavar and Rusunms to the Mrasidars, and Karanam Rusuns

or fees were the extra exactions from the weavers of the Masuli-
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patnam district.

In Masulipatnam Zam ndars were therefore, entitled mainly
to the loom tax .because the local officials also had the privi-
lege of collecting from the weavers. Such a formalized relation-
ship between the Zam ndar and weaver was affected owing to the
presence of an effective revenue adm nistrative machinery set up
by the Nizam state nmuch before the Conpany's political hegenony

inthe district.

The Conpany's attenmpts to mnimze the loss at the invest-
ment and to secure a firmbase in the textile econony of region
led it to discount many of these existing |ocal al l'i ances.
Mor eover, to secure the work of the weavers to the English East
Conpany in preference to other individuals and European conpanies

the Conmpany Government attenpted to abolish the traditional
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oppressive obligations of the weaver. First attempt in this
direction was the abolition of custom of inposing Gaddem from the
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landed elites and other renters.

Equal ly significant measure that gave way to the disappear-
ance of the formal relationship of the weaver with the Zam ndars

of the region was the Conpany's attenpts to abolish |oom tax over

a period of tine. The weavers working for Company's i nvest ment
were exenpted to pay |oom tax. Initially in 1793 this privilege
was restricted to those weavers settled in Haveli | ands. But
later on extended the same privileges whenever a Zam ndari was
167

sequestered and brought under the control of the Conpany. Thus
by ~creating differences between the weavers residing in Haveli

I ands and those in the Zami ndari |ands, the colonial state could

penetrate and control the weaver nore directly.

By 1802,the Conpany through its Permanent revenue settlement
introduced in the Northern Circars, by taking away Zam ndars
right to collect | oom t ax. 108 It ordered the Zamindaris to
desist from collecting any quit rent from the Conpany's weavers,
for which they would be conpensate by the Conpany. The Zam ndars
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were further requested to send these circulars to renters.

However an anomal ous situation was created when the Conpany
bal anced the removal of financial dependence by legitimzing

other kinds of subordination, again with the primary objective of
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protecting its investnment. Thus one of the clauses attached to
the Permanent Muchali ka of the Zam ndars was one which fixed the
permanent quit rent for the land occupied by the weavers for 21
years. The weaver in turn received a Cowl from the Zam ndar.

By this Cowl, the weaver was entitled to receive some ground with

particular measurements. The weaver in turn agreed to certain
anount including Rusuns for a period of 21 years. For houses
situated on this ground, it was the responsibility of the weaver
to get the house repaired at his own expense. In return, t he

weaver agreed to pay by a stipulated date (1lst October) certain
rent and rusunms By this Muchalika, the weavers were prohibited
from leaving the village or shifting houses without the consent

of the Zam ndar or his official. In case of such an act, t he

Zam ndar had the right to rent that house to some other weaver
170
and could receive the tax as per the rules.

The Conmpany thus tried to ensure a firm base and stable for
its i nvest ment operations, by restricting the nobility of t he
weavers even within the district, because on many occasions of

econom ¢ depression and scarcity, weavers resorted to occasional

m grations, a great concern for the Conmpany, as it led to the
fluctuations in supply conditions. Thus constraining the weaver
both in time and space, the Company ultimately cornered the

weaver conpletely.

The Permanent Settlement of 1802 also made the Zam ndars

responsible for providing the necessary facilities to the weav-
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ers, such as constructing residential localities (Pettahs) with-
171
out any cess being levied.

What was the realignment drafted between the Zamindars and
the weavers after the withdrawal of the Company from the textile
economy? Did the Company restore the formal relations between
Zam ndars and weavers, at least as far as the formal Moturpha tax

was concerned?

When the Company abolished the chay goods trade in 1814, it
decided to deconstruct the new revenue structures erected by it
in 1790s. As the Company's object was to maximize revenue col-
lections fromall economic sectors, it saw no exception to grant
any concession to the weaver. The Company, therefore, reverted

to the policy of Moturpha loom tax collections even from those

weavers who worked for Company's investment. The decision for
such a change was based essentially on three grounds; first, if
the exemption was continued, it would destroy the ultimate spirit

of private trade activities; secondly, it would reduce the price
of those Company's goods as against those sold by the weavers
taxed by this Moturpha tax and thirdly, the Company had to forego
a lot of revenue on account of its exemption. L2 This would
indeed explain the reason for an increasing loom tax collection

in Masulipatnam district from first decade of the nineteenth

century. (See Graph.3 in Chapter.9).
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To what extent the loss of loomtax collection affected the
Zam ndaris? The decline and fall of the Zam ndari system has

often been attributed to m smanagement of estates, and dysfunc-

175
tions of the agrarian econony. What has not been recognized,
however, is that the artisan played as crucial a role in sustain-
ing the Zam ndar as the agriculturist. Quite often, anci ent

Zami ndars depended on the revenues they collected through Motur-
pha taxes to pay off their annual revenue debts to the Conpany.

Some times, they used their rem ssion of |oomtax which they got

by the Permanent Settlenment of 1802 for liquidating the debt
bal ances that resulted from their inability to meet the revenue
demand.

Anot her important section in the village social structure
was the noney |ending conmunity. These traders and bankers moved

goods, grain and cash between the producers and the consumers and
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al so provided necessary financial support for the economy. The
references the these intermediate groups in the records indicate
their role in the econony.
One line of thought held the view that an inportant cl ass

t hat rose out of the British colonial policies with regard to
Indian agriculture was the class of the money Ilenders as an
influential economic and political force in the countryside. No

doubt even in pre British days they did play a role but under the
175
colonial structure they acted in a different form
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The inmportance of money |enders grew because of the high
revenue rates demanded and regular and rigid manner of its col-
lection. The cultivators were conpelled to borrow noney to pay
the taxes. Their chronic poverty forced them to take recourse to
the nmoney |enders. In Masulipatnam district the role of t he
noney |enders was not very different from that of his counter-

parts el sewhere.

Lendi ng cash and grain to nmeet the needs of the |ocal farm
ers had long been an essential feature of agriculture every
where. Well to do peasants acquired an interest in their neigh-
bours produce through the loan of a few maunds of grain or a few
rupees, mehajans lent out a portion of their stocks as a regular
part of their trade and mali ks used loans to tighten their con-

176
trol over the subordinates.

Peasants needed noney to fulfill many social obligations.

The timng of loans and their repaynment also worked to the credi-

tor's advantage. Cul tivators borrowed grain for sowing or for
house hold purposes in the thin nonths of the year Wen the
stocks were |owest and prices were consequently high. At t he

harvest season when his creditors demanded repayment, the situa-
177

tion was reverse. Most of the cultivators had to pay their

dues as soon as their grain was threshed and l|ocal markets were

therefore glutted with produce which automatically affected the

prices. The result was the cultivators had to pay back three or
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four times the amount they had originally borrowed from the

creditors.

The petty Zami ndars and prosperous cultivators sonmetimes
combi ned these activities. Were the peasants not given any as-
sistance during such periods? Did the government not give any
| oans? Assistance was given to the cultivators to sone extent by
the government in the form of taccavi |oans. These |oans included

178
money, seed grain or assistance in sone other form

El i zabeth Whitconbe argued that there was no doubt a general
idea that Zam ndars were bound to help their tenants by liberal
advances of these |oans, but these advances were not popular
anong the cultivators. Many Zam ndars made advances to the
cultivators on the same terms as the noney |enders. But peasants
preferred noney |lenders to land lords because |andlords had nore
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i mmedi ate control over the peasants than the noney | ender.

The noney lenders in their capacity as merchants, also acted

as intermediaries in the vast network that linked the rural
econony of the region with long distance trade. They al so played
an inmportant role in intra regional trade fromone district to
the other.

The renters appropriated a great part of the grain belonging

to the inhabitants for l'iquidation of their debts to him The
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sahukars took bonds from the cultivators and advanced cash. Thi s
was a common custom in Divi.'®°Some of the sahukars in Masulipat-
nam district were Raghunath NaiKk, Nar sanna Nai k, Venkat esa
Nai k. Birju Das, Kistaraju Naik, Chira ud doulah, Lakshm Narasim
ha, Kotta Lakshm Das, Vasudevachar | u, Emma| ee Nai k, Var adas

Pratap, and Majeti Venkatrama Setti.?!8!

Sahukars seenmed to have had another specialized role of
carrying forward teeps to the Zami ndars and others to enable them
to furnish governnment with security to the paynment of their
rents. For a teep for one |akh pagodas Zam ndars paid a prem um
of 1000 pagodas to the Sahukars and a village was delivered to
the sahukar besides a batta of two pagodas a day was allowed to

tha sahukar's gumasthas which was paid by the inhabitants.””?

There were no special legal restrictions on noney transac-
tions in the region other than those contained in the provisions
of Regulation 34 of 180Z.!%% Under tha Permanent Settlement the
governnent issued a Regulation regarding the rate of interest on
money. Twel ve percent per annum was fixed by the governnment as
the highest rate of interest. However where a | ower rate of
interest was stipulated between parties than the 12 percent per
annum that rate should be paid. In case of nmortgages of real
property the usufruct would be allowed to the mortgage in lieu of

interest agreeable to the custom of the country. 8
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Thus the picture that emerges from the above analysis of the
rural structure of the Masulipatnam district was that it was a
hierarchically organized conmplex rural society. In this, t he
Zami ndars retained the dom nant position followed by several
group of cultivators and others. The rural power was distributed
in this complex, many |ayered structure through several mediatory

devices including the ideological systems. Of these, one of t he

most i mportant, was the surplus expropriating systems. The dif-
ferent taxes and customary deductions which circul ated in the
rural economy as described in this chapter, sustained the power

of the rural elites. Alterations in the revenue systems would
thus be not only prerequisite for maxim zing surplus extraction
but al so would facilitate redistribution of power. During the
initial period of its rule though the Conpany had experimented
with several revenue systems the rural structure had not under -
gone any serious change and the Company continued the old exist-
ing systems as they were without many changes till 1802. In fact
even the Permanent Settlement and the various other measures the
Company experimented with did not radically alter the status and
power of the Zami ndar. To understand why the Zam ndar remai ned
such a powerful element in the countryside it is necessary to

look closely at the Zam ndar.
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3. THE ZAM NDARS OF MASULI PATNAM

In the agrarian setup one dom nant and powerful el ement
was that of the Zami ndars which traditionally enjoyed several
powers and privileges and through these powers and privileges
reinstated their authority again on the agrarian scene. The
district of Masulipatnam was known for certain large Zam ndaris,

some small. Some were newy created Zam ndari s, whereas sonme
1
Zam ndaris had an ancient origin. Under the Conpany and in the

event of changes in the land revenue systems and the Conpany's
wish to change the rural structure to suit the needs of a newly
emerging alien authority, it is interesting to study whether the
Zam ndar's economc status and his social world underwent any
changes. It is true that the political, mlitary and economc
powers of the Zam ndars were curtailed to a large extent under
the new revenue contracts they entered with the Conmpany in 1802. ?

But did it change their status in their estates? Did the Zam n-

dar accordingly change his social status?

Zam ndar and the Zam ndari

The Zami ndar was a land holder as the word itself expresses.
The Zam ndars who held much of the territory of Northern GCircars
had been viewed as tributary Rajahs. They mai ntained forts and

had arned people under them and possessed absolute authority in

3
their respective Zam ndaris.
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In 1771 the Chief in Council of Masulipatnam opined that
Zami ndaris were no other than the feudal districts for which the
Raj ahs were the proprietors. They paid a tribute to the govern-

ment in proportion to the value of the estate and if called upon
4
had to attend the rulers in times of war with his troops.

This m sconception seemed to have produced high notions of
power . This, conbined with the rebellious spirit made the Zam n-
dars powerful and rendered the task of the Conpany difficult to
col | ect the revenue and sometimes even to make any settlenent

with the Zam ndars.

The terms Zami ndar and Zami ndari assume conplexity, partly
because of the nature of the Zam ndari and the changing positions
of the Zam ndars thenselves over a period of time and also partly
because these ternms cane to be commonly used expressions. For
instance, the Zam ndars of Lingageri and Munagala were originally
Deshmukhs. The title of Rajah which came to be associated with

the estate owners was allowed to be used only as a conplimentary
5

form of address under the Conpany. Especially during the tran-
sition period in the region between the Nizam's rule and the
establi shment of the Company's power any person with the backing
of a few armed troops raided the villages and annexed territory
and proclaimed hinself a Zam ndar. This practice which was
foll owed throughout the region was m sjudged by the Conpany and
in the early years of their rule the Company had perceived the

position of the Zam ndars differently.
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The term Zamindar was however a Mughal revenue innovation to
denote the categories of existing land |ords. Originally they
were the revenue Collectors employed by the states which speci -
fied their functions and Sanads were issued to the Zamindars. In

return, for their services the Zamindars were to enjoy Saverams
6
and Rusums. The Zamindaris were common throughout the Circars,

and their functioning was almost the same throughout. The life
styles and functioning of Zami ndars and the Zami ndari establish-
ment did not vary much from one Zamindar to another. Perhaps the
only difference was that depending on the power and status of the
Zami ndars, the opulence and extravagance displayed differed. Some
of the Company officials regarded the Zam ndars and their life

styles with contempt. Andrew Scott, the Collector of the District
7
wr ot e:

The ordinary life of a Zamindar led too often to diseases
both of the body and mind, for though there are no doubt
exceptions, few of them were accustomed to any the smallest
natural bodily exercise or able at the age of 50 or 40 years
to walk a mle, while they gratify every sensual appetite
from their earliest youth when age and bodily infirmties
come upon them and they have no longer the same passion to
gratify, they frequently indulge themselves with the too

free use of opinion and fall into a gloomy superstition.
This superstition which they mistake for religion does not
make them more just and bright in their conduct, it only
induces them to squander away the revenue on those whom they
believe to be interpreters of will of the deity and to
attach themselves to useless external ceremonies. | am

afraid that Venkatadri Naidu is in some degree under this
pitiable predicament he lately wrote that the deity appeared
to himin a dream and required that he should proceed to the
Ganges by which means he will be cured of the Fistulas.
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The association of Zamndari right was with a group of
villages conprising an estate rather than with a specified
acreage. In the Cowls given by the state to the Zam ndars a
particular jurisdiction of a Zam ndari was mentioned with refer-
ence to a nunmber of villages but not in terms of acreage. For
i nstance, in the Cowls given by the Conpany to the Zam ndar of

Myl avaram he was given the Zam ndari right over Ml avaram estate

8
as such but there was no mention of the amount of | and. Al so
the amount of rent was specified against each village but was
never based on the quantity of |Iand. Thus a Zam ndari al ways

signified a village or a certain part of the village but never in

terms of acres.

The Conpany officials perceived that Zam ndaris were divi-
sions of a circar, subdivided into parganas, mootahs, and vil -
lages and were allotted by the native rulers to the management of
certain individuals who appeared to have held them under differ-

9
ent tenures.

Zam ndari , according to Irfan Habib was a right which be-
longed to a rural class other than and standing above the peas-

antry. It is inportant to note that the hold of the Zam ndars did

10
not cover the entire villages. In each district, there were

many villages where no Zam ndari right exi st ed. These | ands
which were called Havel is were under the direct adm nistration of

the state and were distinct fromthe villages of the Zam ndars in
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all aspects of its revenue administration as discussed in Chap-

ter 2.

Zam ndars and the Sub Renters

Zam ndars generally sub rented their lands to other revenue
servants. But sometimes one Zam ndar farned out lands in his
estate to another Zam ndar. For exanple, the Zam ndar of Charma-
hal Kamadana Papai ah Rao farmed out the Charmahal pargana to
Tirupati Raju for six years on account of Company's revenue.
However this was on condition that Tirupati Raju should allow the
usual gift wvillages and lands to the people who were enjoying
them and al so other economc privileges to gumasthas. Besi des
the Charnmahal Zam ndar was to get re linquishment of four villages

11
and also a sum of 2,225 pagodas per year for subsistence.

The Zami ndars generally sub rented their parganas to differ-
ent renters for a fixed anmount. For instance, Weyuru pargana was
sub rented to eighteen people, whereas Meduru pargana was sub
rented to twenty three people. Sometinmes the renters took only
one village. Table J.I and 3.2 shows the names of sub renters,
number of villages they sub rented and the amount of rent in

weyuru and Meduru parganas of Masulipatnam district.
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Table 3

Sub Renting of villages

3.2

in Meduru Pargana in 1788

S. No. Name of the sub renters No. of Anmpount of
vill ages Rent
MPST F-C
1. D. Venkatachalam 5 3223-0-0
2. P. Venku 1 476- 0- O
3. S. Swamy 2 831- 0- O
4, P. Seenappa 1 686- 0- O
5. Kazah Muchutar 2 501- 0- O
6. G Venkanna 3 154- 0- O
7. Somanna 2 209- 0- O
8. Elamanchi Veer anna 1 40- 0- O
9. El amanchi Padnmanabhudu 1 452- 0- O
10. El amanchi Veeranna and 1 251- 9- 0
Padnmanabhudu

11. Angara Venkat achal am 2 347-18- 0
12. Basavaraju Veerappa 2 896- 0- O
13. Covi ndaraj u Veerappa 1 70- 0- O
14. G. Subbai ah 1 116- 0- O
15. G Venkanna 1 127- 0- O
16. B. Visweswara Dikshitulu 1 50- 0- O
17. S. Somayajulu 1 26- 0- O
18. D. Subbarayudu 1 113- 0- O
19. B. Raghavacharlu 1 158- 0- O
20. S. Sonmyajulu 1 100- 0- O
21. T. Narsimhacharlu 1 137- 0- O
22. T. Anantacharlu 1 12- 0- O
23. G Pedayati 1 190- 0- O
24. V. Ramalingam 1 25- 0- O
25. M. Linganna 1 150- 0- O
26. D. Q@urranna 1 24- 0- O
27. M Basavappa 1 90- 0- O
28. K. Balaraju 1 225- 0- O
29. D. Erkulu 1 125- 0- O
30. V. Naik 1 102- 3-30
31. Venkat achal am Pant ul u 1 24-23-50

Source:

2894/D, pp.1556-1557.
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Tables 3.1 and 3.2 show that very often the same persons

rented villages in the parganas. From the recurrence of t he
surnanes it my be inferred that members of the same famly
rented villages in the Zam ndari.

One of the reasons perhaps for the scattered nature of the
estates was that the Zam ndari was not granted to the owner at
one stretch. Sometimes the Zami ndars over a period of tine
acquired various parganas and this resulted in the piece neal
di visions of a Zam ndari. The Zam ndari of Nuzividu was one such
exanpl e. When the region was under the management of the Nizam s
nai bs the owners of Nuzividu estate Ankappa and Rajanna got t he

sanads.

In the time of Hussein Ally Khan the Foujdar of the region,

Vi zi ar ayi and Chatrayi and later on Gundagol anu and Pentapadu
were added to the original estate. In the time of Abdul Rahman
Khan's management Nunestal um and Godl apalli parganas were added.

Wiyuru and Medurugutta parganas were added to the estate in the

time of Mosnun Bahu. In the time of Moiddeen Khan's tinmes rich

villages in Kol lurusamut were added. Ambar petta was got from

Umar Quli Khan, whereas Nidadavolu and Baharzalli parganas were
12

added during the rule of Kaja Kabul Khan.

Regardi ng hereditary succession to Zam ndari there seemed to
be several Vi ews. Hereditary succession to Zam ndari was a

general law in the Mughal empire. Wher eas under the Company the
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Board perceived that the right of inheritance was never continued
13

or acknow edged in the Zam ndaris. But in the region the fre-
quent succession disputes and property divisions were very common
among the Zam ndars, though this right was not formally institut-

ed over a period of time.

As the term Zam ndar itself had undergone change the Zam n-
dars seened to have acquired even this right also, because the
Zam ndars of Zammul avayi and Medurgutta prove this fact. VWhat is
of interest is that the Ancient Hindu code was followed in the
laws of succession which provide for the sons inheriting equal
shares in the fathers property. In the Zam ndaris also this right
was acknowl edged by the governnent. A Zami ndari thus being
divided among a family sometimes left only five or six villages
to each person. For instance, the Zami ndari of Zanmul avayi and
Medurgutta were divided among the brothers of the original Zam n-
dars, sons and wi dow of the Zam ndar. Thus the Zam ndari was
divided into several parts. Seven units of Zamindari were within
the famly and other three were purchased by other |eading Zam n-

dars of the region. Thus each unit consisted of only a few

14
villages and fetched a revenue of only a few hundred rupees.

This indicates that a Zam ndari could be divided for sale
just as for inheritance. The Zam ndar mght sell one portion of
his estate while retaining the other. The possessors of Zam ndari

rights were not possessors of a visible article of property but
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it was a title to a constant share in the land revenue of a

15
particul ar area. One great instrument by which the Zam ndars
established their hold on the Zam ndari was the mlitary
strength they could conmand. The more powerful the armed forces

of the Zam ndar were, the more strength the particular Zam ndar
commanded in the region. For instance, in the transition period
it was with the help of these forces that the Zam ndars becane so

power ful and behaved as autononous chiefs.

Anot her important feature of Zam ndari system was absentee
land lordism which was common in other presidencies of I ndi a.

Absent eei sm had often been described as a characteristic feature
16
of the Zam ndari system and existed in Bengal. This description

however had little validity for Masulipatnam Zam ndars. Absen-
teeism which was common in the Zam ndaris usually took the form
of the Zamindars living at the district head quarters. In Masuli-
pat nam however this was not a common feature. The estates were

scattered over several taluks. Generally the estates were named

after the villages where the Zam ndari ancestral homes were
sltuated.

For exanple, the estates of Chintalapudi of Vasireddi, and
the Divi estate of the Kandregula famly were named after the
mai n  Casbah towns or the ancestral homes of the Zam ndars. The

property of the Zam ndars was scattered often throughout t he
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Zam ndari . The Zam ndars had houses nmostly in the principal
towns of their estates and the Zam ndars usually spent tinme in
these places, though the ancestral house had all the Zam ndari

par apherneli a.

In fact, absenteei smwas not a matter of the Zam ndar's
physical absence from the vicinity of their estates. The Zam n-
dar m ght never stir from his village home and yet take only
casual interest in the management of his estate. This appeared
to be the state of affairs in npst cases. The management of the
estates were usually entrusted to hired managers who had know -
edge of revenue matters, and who often took advantage of the
Zam ndar's absence or disinterest to manage the estates for their
own profit thus making the Zam ndars bankrupt in the process.
One exanple was that of the estate of Vasireddi. This estate
under the two adopted sons of Vasireddi was involved in a |egal
battle for decades,which ruined the Zam ndars but the managers of

17
the estate became very rich.

Perhaps absenteeism of the variety never developed in the
regi on because they were all traditional Zam ndars for whom |and
was a great status symnbol and had a strong rural base. Even
after the Permanent Settlement the same Zami ndars continued

wi t hout many outsiders com ng and buying the estates.
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Apparatus of Zam ndari Power

Usually a fort symbolized the power of the Zam ndar. I'n
Masul i patnam also almost all the Zam ndars built forts. One
fort at least was a conmmon feature. Some of the Zami ndars even

had two or three depending on their power and status. The forts
in general were mud structures without a ditch with a row of

pallets <close to the walls, and the forts usually housed the

Zam ndar's residence. For exanple, the Zam ndar of Chintal apudi

had three forts in places Yadlapalli, Sivapuram and Ragavapuram

whereas the Zam ndars of Bezwada, Myl avaram Zammul avayi , Medur -

gutta, Munagala and Lingagery held one fort each. The Oevarakota

Zam ndar had two forts one in Challapalli and one in Devarakota.

The Nandi gama Zam ndar had forts in Nandi gama, Penuganchi prol u
18

and Battavol u.

The amount of money the Zam ndars used to spend on armed
forces shows the exorbitant way the Zam ndars depended on the
them The armed people maintained by the Zam ndars were of three

descriptions

1. The regular attendants were those who were generally paid in

ready noney and were occasionally enployed on revenue Dbusi-

ness.
2. Those who had been given grants of land from which they paid
a tax to government. They were also enployed on revenue

services and attended the Zam ndars when required.
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5. Manuvartydars were those who generally were the relations
and immediate dependents of the Zami ndars. They also com

manded nunber of followers of their own caste and had to
19
support the Zam ndar when called upon.

As the maintenance of huge armed forces was regarded as a
status synmbol in the rural society the Zam ndars vied with one
another to maintain troops. For instance, Devarakota Zam ndar had
151 Mokasa peons, eight Manovartydars and 652 regular peons.
Al together the Zam ndar maintained 811 arnmed people whose sal-
aries anmounted to Rs. 10,570. Myl avaram Zam ndar had a strength
of 1055 arned peons whose salaries amounted to MPs. 5342. The
Zam ndar  of Bezwada mai ntained 452 people with an expense of
MPs . 5044, Medurgutta with 2,000 and Munagal a Zam ndar had 500
whose salaries amounted to MPs. 707. A few of these people be-
longing to the principal Zam ndars carried nuskets and the rest
were armed after the country weapons |ike match | ocks, swor ds,

20
bows, and arrows.

One of the main strategies of the Conpany, after it took
possession of the Circars, was to curtail the mlitary powers of
the Zam ndars. Though the Company had intended to reduce the
mlitary strength of the Zam ndars in the initial stages it-
sel f, for reasons nmentioned before this was only made possible
in 1802. Under the Permanent Settlenent while giving the Cow

stipulating the conditions under which the Zam ndars would hold

145



their estates the Conpany di sbanded the entire arnmed strength of

the Zam ndars and specified the number of arnmed forces a Zam n-

dar could have to assist himin the collection of revenue. For
i nstance, in the case of Myl avaram Zam ndar the Conpany allowed
46 armed sibbandi peons . as given below, and another 41 sibbandi

wi t hout arms for collection of revenue.

10 armed si bbandi peons in Carga tanah vill age.
5 armed sibbbandi peons 1n Ganganammapalli village.
5 armed sibbandi peons in Polluru village.

15 armed sibbandi peons in Katamakonda village.

21
11 armed sibbandi peons in Incunpudi village.
Every Zam ndar thought it essential to build forts. These
forts, al though nmerely mud structures, were still regarded as
the synbols of armed power of Zami ndars. The strength of  Zam n-

dars they perceived was reflected in the strength of the fort and
also the number of armed forces they commanded. Generally the
Zam ndars usually drew some of their nost |oyal warriors from
menbers of their own caste and preferably fromanong the rela-

tions.

Cat egori es of Zam ndars

However the Zam ndars were not a honobgeneous group. The use
of the same termfor intermediaries of different descriptions

has perhaps led to some confusion in their categorization. The
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Zam ndars were generally divided into two groups - the anci ent
Zam ndars and the Zami ndars of more recent origin. The Conpany

al so seenmed to have maintained this distinction well.

The ancient Zam ndars were given certain privileges which
the others |acked as explained in chapter 7. It was the Conmpa-
ny's intention to maintain and preserve the ancient Zam ndari
fam lies of distinction 1n all their previous glory. Though they
failed to pay the arrears of revenue their estates were not sol d
but were sinply attached to the government and were nmanaged by
the government. Once the amount of arrears due to the governnment
was realized by the Conpany the estates were handed back to the
respective Zam ndars. But there seems to be sone difference of

opi nion regarding the basis on which the classification was made.

According to some of the Company officials there were no
anci ent Zamindaris 1n Masulipatnam district. 2 According to sone
the estates of Nuzvidu were placed i1n that category. 28 Ordi nary
Zam ndaris were what were called as the proprietary estates that
is the estates created by the Conpany under the Permanent Settle-
ment . But the line of difference 1s very narrow in the region
because no outsider purchased these proprietary estates in Masu-
l'i pat nam It was mostly the local Zam ndars who bought t hese
est ates. Apart from the ancient Zam ndars and the Proprietors,

there were other categories, that is those revenue officers and

ot hers who taking advantage of the political chaos that foll owed
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the break up of the Mughal empire farmed large territories and

proclai med thensel ves Zam ndars.

The Zam ndari system in Masulipatnam region at least in one
feature was different fromthe Circars. The hill Zam ndaris
whi ch were common in Godavari and Visakhapatnam areas were absent
in Masulipatnam. The inaccessibility of these estates and turbu-
lent conditions in the estates made the Company follow different
measures in these Zam ndaris. This had resulted 1n a revenue

system in the Godavari and Visakhapatnam districts which was

24
different from that of Masulipatnam. Simlarly, like under the
Mughal enmpire and in parts of Nizam s territories the tenancy
chiefs <called Jagirdars and Samsthandars were absent in the

region.

Zam ndars : Customand Tradition

One of the recurrent themes 1n descriptions of the Zam ndari
Systens was the extravagant display of wealth by the Zam ndars. A
great deal of information on this aspect 1s avail able because 1n
many cases Zam ndaris came under the managenent of the Conpany

gover nment under the management of the Conmpany government for
25

one reason or the other. Each time a Zam ndar wanted to cele-
brate a particular cerenony or occasion he had to first send an
arzee to the Conpany requesting the government to grant a partic-

ular amount. For this, the Zam ndars had to furnish a detailed
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report of the expenses to be incurred for that particular occa-

si on. Most of the times, an account of the previous Zam ndar,

26
how rmuch he had spent on such occasions was given. Thi s

enables us to conpare the situation during the Company's rule
with the earlier situation. For instance, for the wedding of the
Zam ndar of Nuzividu a list of the expenditure involved for the

marriage was sent to the Collector for his approval.

Table : 3.3

List of Jewels required for the marriage of
Nuzi vi du Zami ndar in 1828

Jewels required for the Bridegroom

1 pair of Bangles called Murugul ajodu set with diamnds
1 set of calagy surpash set with dianmonds
1 surry pattee set with dianmonds
1 bujaband set with diamnds

1 manikattu set with dianonds

8 rings set with di anonds

whi ch would cost Rs.. 10, 000.

Jewels for the Bride:

set of Gold Jada

patir of Gold Pauvadalu

pair of Gold Panjabulu

Gol d Vaddanam

10 rings set with dianonds

1 pair of Danda cadcajalu set with dianmonds
1 pair of soodigalu set with dianonds

which ampunted to Rs.190,000.

PR e

Source: I.Dent, Collector Masulipatnamto the BOR, 4.1.1828,PBOR,
v.1134,p.653.
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Table : 3.4

Marriage Expenditure of Nuzividu Zam ndar

Bat a expenses in the marri age:

1.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

50 candies of rice at the rate of 34 Rs.
per candy

12 1/2 green gramor pesalu at the rate of
21 Rs. per candy

Dubs to be paid on account of Sundry expenses
to men at the rate of 2 dubs for each seer
of rice is Tankanms 6000 which at 3 Tankams
and 2 dubs per rupee

5 candies of rice for charitable expenses at
the rate o f34 Rs. per candy

3 candies of ghee at the rate of 70 Rs./candy
3 candies of good rice at the rate of 34 Rs.
per candy

2 candies of Jaggery at Rs. 28 per candy

Bl ack gramor minumulu, cardanons, canphor

10 candies of Turnmeric at Rs. 25 per candy

20 maunds of Kumkuma at Rs. 5 per maund

25 candies of lanmp oil at the rate of Rs. 40

per candy *
20.000 bundle of beetle at the rate of 4 Rs.
per 100

20 candies of nuts at the rate of 70 Rs.

per candy

on account of fire works

Attar

Rose wat er

Present to nusicians, singers and dancing girls

5 candies of gulal at the rate of Rs. 40
per candy
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19. 10 nmaunds of Bukka at Rs. 3 per a maund 30
20. Charges on account of pandals 500

21. 20 maunds of sandal wood at the rate of
8 Rs. per maund 160

22. Perfumes for mxing in the sandal 40
23. 20 pairs of Bangles called murugula jollu for

granting to padachulu in the time of marriage at
the rate of Rs. 20 per a pair 400

Usual ready noney gifts required to be nade at
the time of marriage:

1. Amount to be paid to the bride 400

2. For men slaves at the tine of marriage

according to the custom 200
3. For women sl aves 200
4. Sundry expenses 200

Source:I.Dent .Collector Masulipatnamto the BOR, 12.9.1827, PBOR.

v.1134, pp.648-49.

For all these customary occasions the consent of the Collec-
tor was necessary. Most of the time Collectors used their dis-
cretion and always reduced the ampunts which the Zam ndar had
asked for. What is interesting 1n this is that the Collectors
needed to have a good know edge of the prevailing traditions and
custons 1n the Zam ndaris. It is also interesting to see how far
the Conpany allowed the Zam ndars to indulge 1n such |uxuries.
Since it had the final say, how did the British react to such
situations and what were the measures taken by the Collectors in

this regard?
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The Zam ndari in the region as else where was only a
pyram dal revenue collecting and tribute sharing structure. 27
But this in the transition and turbulent period that followed the
Ni zam's rule became strong and occupied a nore i mport ant and
dom nant portion in the rural structure. The Zami ndari became a

symbol of Zam ndar's econom c power and also a synmbol of | uxury

and opul ence. Every Zami ndar tried to out do the other in style
28
t hough sometimes it meant incurring debts. The house hold

expenditure of the Zam ndars generally was very huge and it
involved a huge establishment of servants. Table 5.5 shows sonme
of the Zam ndar's expenditure:

Table : 3.5

Annual Account of Expenditure in Nuzividu Zam ndari

S. No. Expendi ture Anmount 1n MPs.
1. Mazundar and Qunast ha wages 1,015
2. Pargana Tanadars and Peshkar wages 1,350
3. Wages to 80 Velamadoralu 4, 425
4. 1911 Sibbandie's Wages 18, 499
5. Charges of Elephants and Camels 14, 400
6. Repairing Tanks 1n the estate 2, 000
7. For repairing fort of Nuzividu 500
8. Expenses for Cod's feasts 1n 1, 865
Anakapal | i and Gollapalli pagodas
9. El ephants and Houses bought 1, 000
1@.Charity expenses 2, 000
11.Account of sahukar's Interest and
Presents 20, 000
Total MPs. 67, 054.
Source:William Oram Secretary to WIIliam Morgan, Presi dent and

Member of the Circuit Comm ttee, SRMG, p.
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Table : 3.6

Annual Account of Expenditure in Charmahal Zam ndari

S.No. Expendi ture Amount in MPs.
1. House expenses of Papaiah, the Zam ndar 5, 760
2. Mages to 12@ slaves 1,650
3. Towar ds cl ot hs 3.800
4. Wages to Gomasthas and Vakeels 2,760
5. Wages and batta to 50 Pal ankeen boys 750
6. Wages and Batta to 761 sibbandy 6,300
7. Charity expenses 500
8. Rusums of Circar Muzumdar 250
MPs. 21,770
Sour ce: W 1lliam Oram, Secretary to Morgan Williams, President

and Member of the Circuit Comm ttee, SRMG.

The Zam ndars had kept up steady demands for luxury itens

like jewelry, shawl s of fine make, houses, canmel s, elephants,

with fine glass wares. For instance, the Zam ndar of Divi had
gold jewels and silver ware worth Rs. 24,451. Silver was freely
used in house decoration, in the worshiping places and also to
decorate horses, and el ephants. 2 The followi ng table shows the

property assets of the Zam ndar of Divi:
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Table : 5.7

Estimated Value of Property of Divi Zam ndar

1. Jewels and silver materials belonging to the late
Zam ndar
2. Brass materials
3. Shawl s and val uabl e cloths
4. Furniture and G assware remaining in the house
of the late Zam ndar at Masulipatnam
5. Cattle remaining at Divi

6. Cattle and inplements of Husbandry

7. Houses, palangueens, Cows . remmining 1n the
house at Masul i patnam

8. Houses and buil dings belonging to the late
Zam ndar and situated at Masulipatnam

9. Buildings and cloths situated at Avanigadda

10. House and different other articles attached to
I ndi go manufacture

11. Bond worth

Tot al Rs.

MRs .

24431
1250

2750

21525

2372

1319

4600

17500

4407

5687

4000

89842

Sour ce: Col | ector, Masul i patnam to the BOR, 12.9.1827,PBOR,

v.1134, pp.753-787.

According to R.E.Frykenberg, no picture of affl

nore striking than that of Vasireddi Venkatadri Naidu.

uence was

The Zam n-

dar kept a retinue of several thousand men, 300 horses and eighty

el ephants, fifty camels and uncounted bullock carts.

built tenples and rebuilt lofty gopuram at Mangal agiri.
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hundred richly gilt brass pillars, thirty feet high were erected
at various shrines, hundreds of vaidiki purohits were fed daily.
shawl s, gold and jewels were distributed among |earned sadhus,
hol ymen were enployed to pray for him day and night and |egendary
suns were spent on festivals, sacrifices, fire offerings and
marriages. His weight in silver and gold was bestowed upon Brah-
m ns several times. At great feasts and on auspicious occasioons,
he handed out clothing and jewelry to village |eaders and their
wives. On his return from Rameswaram he gave a propitiatory nazr

of one lakh of pagodas to the Nizam in return for the title

30
“*Manur Sultan'.
Generally the Zamindars had a house 1n every inportant
Casbah town 1n their Zam ndari. The Divi Zamindar had houses at

Chilkalapudi, several godowns and a'so houses in Avani gadda which
were well furnished. Luxurious glass ware were inported from
Madras and Bengal and sone exclusive pieces were even brought
from China and Manila. . They kept a retinue of mlitary,

horses, elephants, canmels and bullock carts.

The Zamindars built tenples, renovated old ones and made

continuous contributions to tenples. Rich presents were given to

Purohits and Brahmins were fed on alnost al | i mport ant
32

occasi ons. Every small occasion was celebrated in the Zam nd-

ari with great ponp and show. The Zam ndars during these feasts

invited several peopl e. his own clansnen, his loyal village
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heads, Karanams and they along with their wi ves were given gifts.

In fact as Frykenberg has mentioned, an efficient Zam ndar skill-

fully enployed rewards and sanctions. Head ryots. Ijaradars and
Kar anams in his favour benefited. They were invited to feasts,
Petty darbars and melas. They and their wives were recognized

and flattered with clothing and jewelry.

The Zami ndars frequently under took pilgrinmges not only to
nearly but to far off places also. What is inmportant to note was
that along with the Zami ndar a small contingent of army and other
foll owers proceeded. The Zam ndars sometimes deposited noney n

the treasury of the Collectors on their route to be given to them

in need as it was not safe to carry such huge amounts. For
exanpl e, the Vasireddy Zam ndar 1n 1806 went to Rameswaram. He
deposited an amount of 20,000 Arcot Rupees at Gunt ur, 5, 000

Arcot Rupees at Tiruchirapalli and 15,000 Arcot Rupees at Rames-
war am amounti ng altogether to 50,000 Arcot Rupees. This amount
had to be furnished to him on his route. Besi des, he had asked
a contingent of armed Conmpany's sepoys for his security, t hough
he had his own men. The Zam ndar had al so requested that t he
di fferent Zam ndars and proprietors attached to the Conpany
should provide himwith supplies of foods and other provi sions
for the individuals who would be acconmpanying him and they should
also be given passports and should be allowed to pass free of

Janapassed, (a receipt given to the travellers fromone place to
34
anot her) at the Conmpany's chowkies. .1sl
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Table : 3.8

Si bbandi of Vasireddi Venkatadri

Naidu

during his pilgrimge to Rameswaram in 1806

Raj ah Bhandus armed with swords and butchers

Pi ke men of Kamma caste

O other castes with silver armanments

Mo. of Peons armed with spears and silver

armaments

No of peons armed with nuskets

O the conpany of Durga singh

G the conmpany of Gunda Narh Bahadur
O Mirza |brahimBai g Subedar

O the Arab, Abdul Ahned Jamedar
wajir Kahn

No. of peons arned

O derly peons
Baur gheers
Baunadaries
Gosangi es

Poor beyar s

Poens armed with Talinga match | ocks

Pal anqueen bearers
Masal jes Ghadevans
Gadeyal chi es
Cabaudi es

Mahavat i es

Mer car ahs

Nuckar chi es
Pellemgore NEN
Devadasi wonen
Mazdoors or conmon
Coolies arnmed with
Dagger s Baucks weapons
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- 100
- 100
- 50
- 50
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- 25
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Animals

1. El ephants with Ambaries - 5
2. El ephant wi t hout Ambaries - 10
3. Cane ls 8
4. Hor ses - 30
5. Tuttoos - 100
6. Bul | ocks - 100
7. Pal anqui n carri ages - 50
8. Gaudi es - 5
9. Checkdar - 5

Source: Arzee from Vasireddi Venkatadri Naidu, the Zam ndar of
Chintapalli to Smth the Collector Gunt ur district,
28.1.1806. RDC, v.l148, pp.756-~765.

The Zam ndars gave free gifts to the tenples and in some
cases gave Ilnamgrants to the tenples for charitable purposes.
Towards charity to various tenples under the late Zam ndar of
Divi an amount of 2,834 rupees were spent for charity on holy
days and also for performng feasts during the year. The guard-

ian had asked the Conpany only to sanction Rs. 865 towards these

expenses. The Collector also approved of the amount as he con-
sidered it moderate in consideration of the rank and dignity of
335

the family.

The Collector had also sanctioned nmoney to different tem
pl es like Pillai Swamy and Mahishasuramardani, an anount of Rs.
300 and 60 respectively. The Collector approved of this anount
as it was for certain cerenonies and the amount had to be paid in

two phases one in Septenber and the other in the month of April

36
each year.
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Any occasion in Zam ndari households was celebrated on a
grand scale. People were fed generously and gifts were given to
Brahm ns and Pandits. For exanple, when the Zam ndar of Divi died
funeral ceremony was performed for thirteen days. An anount  of

Rs.6458 was spent on the occasion. On the final day more nunber
57
of people were fed and on that day alone Rs,5,696 was spent.

Every occasion in the famly of the Zam ndars was cel ebrated
ponpously and with nmuch fan fare. Though the Zamindaris were
under the managenment of the government the Zam ndars did not
hesitate to spend as lavishly as they had al ways done. But in
such cases the Zamindars or if the Zam ndar was a m nor their
guardi ans nmade a detailed report of expenses to be incurred and
sent for the approval of the Collector. The Collectors approved
these arzees sonetimes and sonmetimes reduced the anount for
various reasons. For exanple, the Nuzividu Zam ndar who was a
m nor and whose estate was under the Court of Wards management,

petitioned to government to sanction one lakh and twenty thousand

38
rupees for his marriage.

It was estimated that one |akh rupees was necessary for the
performance of the marriage and another twenty thousand rupees
for the purchase of jewels for both the bride and bridegroom As
there were jewels 1n the Zam ndari Tosha khana the amount for
jewels was cancelled. But an ornament called Jada was not there
in the Zam ndari treasury; as it was a nust in the wedding, an

amount for making that item was sanctioned. Generally in sanc-
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tioning the anount conparisons were made to see how much amount
was sanctioned in other such cases. % The Collectors also had to
know the customs followed in the region. So that they could
assess the situation well and accordingly act not influenced by
the clains of the people. For example, the Zam ndar of Nuzividu
had asked for Rs. 8,850 towards santarpana during the marriage
cerenoni es. The Collector objected to the sanction as according
to the custom that ampunt had to be borne by the bride's side.

Simlarly amounts towards women's clothes Rs 14,550 and for

distribution anong Brahmins of Rs. 50,000 was also considered

40
excessive. Table 3.9 shows the proposed expenditure towards

cloths during the marriage of Nuzividu Zam ndar.

Table : 3.9

Expenses towards cloths in the Marriage of Nuzividu Zam ndar

For the Bridegroom : Rs.

1. 10 pairs under cloths bordered with gold Iace 500
at Rs. 50 per each pair.

2. 10 pairs of upper cloths bordered with gold 500
|ace at Rs. 50 per each pair.

3. 5 Rumals or Kerchiefs at Rs. 50 each 250

For the bride:

1. 5 women's cloths bordered with gold |ace 500
at the rate of Rs. 100 each

2. 5 women's cloths at Rs. 50 each 250

3. 2 keenkaboo at 100 Rs. each 200

4. Value of Gold lace ribbon 50

For Zami ndar's relatives (Rajabanduvulu):

1. 40 pairs of upper cloths bordered with 600
lace at the rate of Rs. 15 each
2. 40 pairs of upper cloths bordered with 1000
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lace at 25 Rs. each
3. 20 Rumals or kerchiefs at Rs. 2 each
4. 40 women cl oths of bordered with |ace
at 25 Rs. each

To Velama Doral u:

1. 50 pairs at the rate of 8 Rs. per each

pair

2. 100 pairs of each ward cloths at 4 Rs.
eachpai r

3. 250 pairs of country cloths

4, 100 pairs at Rs. 5 each pair

5. 100 pairs at 6 Rs. each

6. 50 pairs at Rs. 3 each

7. 50 pairs at Rs. 2 each

8. 100 pairs of upper cloths at the rate of
Rs. 4 each

9. 50 pairs at Rs. 3 each

10. 50 pairs at Rs. 2 each

To Karanans in the tal uk:

50 Tarbands at the rate of Rs. 4 each
50 Tarbands at 3 Rs. each

400 Tarbands at 2 Rs. each

400 Tarbands at 1 1/2 Rs. each

PwNE

Val ue of Muslins:

1. 100 Muslins at Rs. 3 each
2. 100 Muslins at Rs. 2 each

Val ue of woman's cl ot hs:

50 cloths at the rate of 8 Rs. each
50 cloths at Rs. 6 each

100 cloths at Rs. 4 each

50 cloths at Rs. 3 each

50 cloths at Rs. 2 each

1000 country cloths at 1 1/4 Rs. each
10 fine cloths at Rs. 40 each

ONorwNE

50 chintz for petticoats at Rs. 5 each

400
1000

400
400

1000
500
600
150
100
400

150
100

20
150
800
600

300
200

400
300
400
150
100
1250
400
250

Source:l.Dent. Collector Masulipatnamto the BOR,4.1 .1828,  PBOR,

v.1134, pp.650-652.
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In the marriage of the Zami ndar of Nuzividu Brahmins were
fed for four days as marriages were generally celebrated for
four or five days. For four days 66,888 Brahnmins were fed. At the
rate of Rs.12 for hundred people it required an anount of
Rs.7,920. 1,308 Brahmn cooks were hired to cook. At the rate of
half a rupee each, it required S x hundred rupees. During the
marri age Rajabanduvulu, the relations of the Zam ndars were fed
for twenty six days. There were 18,000 persons. At the rate of
Rs.1@ per hundr ed, t he anmount required was Rs.1800.
Besides,28,000 Bhatrajulu were fed at the rate of ten rupees for
hundred. This amounted to Rs.2,800. At the rate of eight rupees
for hundred 25,000 Sudras were fed for four days at the expense

of Rs.2000. On the whole during the marriage, altogether

1,70,000 people were fed costing the Zanindari a sum of

41
Rs.15.188.

Brahmns were fed freely and i1n very large nunbers. They
were also given sambhavana that 1s some anount of nmoney on all
auspi ci ous occasi ons. So during the marriages also they were
freely given gifts. The nunber fed again depended on the status
of the Zamindar. For instance, on the occasion of the nmarriage
of the Zam ndar of Nuzividu 28,0@@ Brahnmns were given noney
gifts varying from /2 rupee to 2 rupees depending on the know -

edge and age of the Brahmin Pandits.
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4,000 Brahm ns called Vidvamsulu were given Rs. 2 each which
amounted to Rs. 48,000

20,000 aged Brahm ns were given 1 rupee each which anmounted
to Rs. 20,000

4,000 young Brahm ns were given half a rupee each amounting

to Rs. 2,000

Besi des, Bhatrajulu were another group of people who occu-

pied an inportant place in any Zam ndari. Bhatrajulu generally
42
praised the glory of the Zam ndars. They were in sizable

nunber in each Zam ndari and on all occasions they were given
free gifts. Even during the marriage of Nuzividu Zam ndar 10, 000
Bhatrajulu were given noney gifts at the rate of Rs. 2 each which
amounted to Rs. 20,000. Every day and alnost on all occasi ons
their presence was necessary i1n the Zam ndari durbars and their

pal aces.

Debts of Zam ndars

For all these, the Zam ndars needed a lot of noney. Thus

most  of themwere very deeply in debt. For exanpl e, the Divi

Zam ndar was indebted to various people to the tune of about one

lakh and thirty five thousand rupees. In fact, some of the

creditors even lived in the estates of the Zam ndars and made a
472

lucrative business out of money |ending. The following state-

ment shows the debts incurred by the Zami ndar of Oivi by 1827.
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Table : 3.10

Dtbts of the Zam ndar of Divi

S.No. Names of Creditors Amount of  Debt I nterest
Rat e
1. Ampbunt due to Venkanna Naik - Rs. 28B,733.
2. Amount due to Subnavis Kesava Rao - Rs. 2,000 12%
3. Anobunt due to G Seetaiah - Rs. 5, 000 9%
4, Anmount due to Zulfikar ud doul ah 1
Must af a Baksh Bahadur through 1 - Rs. 3,000
Meer an Saheb |
5. Amount due to Vinukota Paruntallu - Rs. 5,000
on the part of Manchal a Venkataswami
Naidu
6. Anount due to Pasumarti Narasi nha - Rs. 4,000 9%
Somayaj ul u on account of his son
Yeggeswara Sastrulu
7. Amunt due to Savitramma nother - Rs. 5,000 9%
and guardian to Subnavis krishna Rao
8. Ampunt due to Autumuri Seetai ah - Rs. 8,000 12%
and Gopal a Krishnamma
9. Ampunt due to Kamarajiguda Buchaiah - Rs. 5,000 9%
10. Ampunt due to Brijmchan Das - Rs. 2,500
11. Anount due to Annam Sureshalingam - Rs.1@,000
12. Anpbunt due to Kokanada Buchai ah - Rs. 380
15. Subscription due to the SuperintendentRs. 200
of government Gazette
14. Estimated Anbunt of interest on the Rs. 6,267
above debts
15. Bal ance due to the estate of the
m nor Zam ndar of Nuzividu after
deducting Rs. 20,000 fromthe
principal debt of Rs. 50,000 - Rs. 20. 000
30,000.
16. Que to the famly of the late
Tadekonda Seshaiah Rs.50,000

Rs. 1,355,000

Source:Collector to the BOR,12.9.1827,PBOR,v.113%4,p.786.
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The Zamindars borrowed these amounts at very exorbitant
rates and signed sahukar teeps sonetines even pledging part of
their estates.44 It was for this reason that the Conpany Iater
on issued a regulation stating that Zam ndari is a public proper-

ty and thus in no way responsible for the Zamindar's personal

45
debts. For instance, Seth Birjee Mohan Das, who was one of t he

creditors to the Zamindar held possession of four estates in

Masul i patnam district. Table 3.11 gives the details of the es-

tates
Table : 3.11
Estates under Seth Birjee Mohan Oas
S. No. Names of Estates No.of Villages Jumma fixed on the
Estate
Rs - A- P

1. Crutivennu 9 2940 - 0-0
2. Doddapudi 1 g0 - 1@ - 3
5. Narayanapuram 7 2984 - 9-1
4. Malkacherla 7 1583 - 6-1

Source: R.J.Porter,Collector Masulipatnamto the BOR,18.12.1844,
PBOR, v.1951,p.86.

It is interesting to note that the estate of Crutivennu
consisting of nine villages was held by Vasireddi Venkat adr i

Nai du 1n 1840. But by 1844 the estate had passed into the hands
46
of the creditor.
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Sometimes the Zam ndars borrowed from the neighboring Zam n-
dars al so. The extravagant expenditures the Zam ndars incurred
and their lavish life styles did make them borrow at several
pl aces at high rates of interests. These principal amounts when
not paid on time got accumulated with rates of i nterest t hat
exceeded far above the borrowed amounts. For i nstance, t he
Zam ndar of Vinukota Pargana, Sobhanadri Rao had borrowed Rs.

2,72 1 1/1 from the Zam ndar of Divi, Kandregula Jagganada Rao

Venkata Rao. As the Zam ndar died without paying the amount t he
Di vi Zam ndar made a demand through the Coll ector on Sobanadri
Rao's son Kamadana Papai ah Rao for the sane anmount. The prici-

pal amounted to Rs. 2,721-8-0. The interest on this under Oha-
nadwigunam system (where the interest is equated to the princi-
pal), amounted to Rs. 2721-8-0. But according to the regulation
or understanding previously reached between the two Zam ndars,
Rs.1278-8-0 was deducted fromthe interest. So the total anounted

47
to Rs.4,000.

The Zam ndar had agreed to pay this amount with an interest
at the rate of 6 percent in five instalments, each year paying

an amount of Rs. 1000, thus executed again a bond to the Zam ndar

48
of Divi. This was only one instance. The Zam ndars borrowed

from various sources and sone famlies only relied on performng
the role of creditors to the Zam ndars and also from their rela-

49
tions.
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It is interesting to note that all the amounts were not

borrowed at the sane rates. For instance, the Divi Zam ndar, as
shown in table 3.8, had borrowed noney at different rates of
i nterest. Some amounts were borrowed at the rate of 12 percent
interest and sone at 9 percent. 5 These debts were incurred by
the Zam ndar within a year. That speaks of the extragavant
expenditure of the Zam ndars. Obvi ously even at the cost of

indebtedness, Zanmindars vied with one another to conpete in the

spl endour and styles of 1living.

It is interesting to note that the Zam ndars borrowed noney
from Conpany servants also. For instance, the Zam ndar of Muzivi-
du was indebted to some of the Conmpany officials. The debt of
Appar ao, the Zam ndar of Nuzividu to Capt.Towns appeared to
have been nmoney lent in 1776 to the ryots of Weyuru and Meduru
parganas to be 12,000 to 15,000 Madras Pagodas. The Coll ector
unable to recover the ampunt conplained to Apparao who took the
debt upon hinself and gave a bond for 16,823 Madras Pagodas.
Maj or Lysaught | ent 5000 pagodas to Apparao the Zam ndar of
Nuzividu to discharge a tip to the Conpany. Gar di ner |ent 1500
pagodas to discharge a teep for Appa rao's villages in Guntur

circar.

Jaggapah was another creditor to the Zam ndar. The Zam ndar
of Nuzi vi du borrowed this amount in consequence of transferred
bonds and money borrowed for the Conpany's paynment . The

Zam ndar borrowed noney from Sitaramaraju to defray his expenses
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at  Madras. Appa Rao admitted the debt to the Sahukars but ob-
jected to the interest charged upon the bonds amounti ng to
MPs.1,47,968 asserting that the produce of four villages had

been given by a verbal agreement in lieu of interest. Kesavadas
51
and Rayappa were the main creditors of Appa Rao.

Zami ndari Establishment

Anot her major drain on the resources of the Zam ndars was
the large retinue of servants they nmaintained. There were
several categories of officials in the Zam ndaris estate office
though sonme times their functions were not very clearly defined.

In the head quarters there was a Subnaviss, Sherishtadar, Aumeen,
52
Peishkar, a Shroff, a Maddadgar, a Duffadar, and a Havildar.

The nunber of these people varied and depended on the work and
also on the Zam ndar's economic strength. Apart from these there
was again a simlar setup at a lesser level in principal towns 1in
the estate. There was a Subnaviss, a number of Naikwadais were

55
present and sometimes they were enployed even in the villages.

These main functionaries at the chief estate office were
assisted by a nunber of Sanmutdars. Dallayets were peons collect-
ing revenue. All the main functionaries enjoyed high wages. But
the petty functionaries were paid low salaries. Per haps sone of
them had enjoyed maniams for their services or conmm ssion on the

collections.
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Some were enployed for the household duties of the Zamin-

54
dar . Apart from them again there were many others to supervise
the cultivators and their agricultural operations. Fromtinme to

time several people were deputed by the Zam ndars to see that the

cultivators do not deceive the Zam ndar of his share of

55
revenue. It is interesting to note that the Collector used his

aut hority 1n renmoving some of the officers whom he considered

unnecessary. For example, the posts of Javobnaviss, Sherishtadar
in the Tanah were abolished by the Collector. The pay scales of
other officers in the district and other places were al nost

remai ned the same and some were reduced depending on the impor-

56
tance of the work and the post.

The functioning of the Zami ndar's Cutcherry was not touched
by the British administration as long as the Zamndar's paid
their revenues regularly. But this was not the case with regard
to attached estates and also 1n the estates where they were under
Court of Wards. For exanple, 11n the case of Oivi estate the
Conpany reduced the size of the office and abolished many offi-
cers in Zam ndars cutcherry which the Conpany felt were unneces-
sary. The Conpany had al nost taken the right to decide what the

Zam ndar's needs were and in what way it should be spent.

Informality and flexibility were the main features of Zam n-

dar's administrative setup. Deci si ons were always arbitrary and

there were no fixed guide lines. Thus the efficiency of the
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estate was determined al most entirely by the ability of the man
at the top. If he were to be weak or inefficient the revenue
agents of the Zamindars controlled the estate and mani pul ated the

finances to their advantage.

Table : 3.12

Servants enployed in tha Ovi Zam ndari

List of district servants:

Servants in the district Amount paid during Amount pro-
head quarters the time of posed by the
|ate Zamindar Col | ector
MRs MRS
1. 1 Javobnaviss 80
2. 1 Serishtadar 8
3. 1 Javobnaviss in the 8
t he Tanah
4. 1 Amin T. Ram Rao 60 80
5. 1 Peishkar T. Seetaram 12 14
Rao
6. 1 Maddadgar G Bucchanna - 10
7. Samutdar at 7 Rs. each 28 21
8. 1 Shroff D. Krishnaiah 12 7
9. 1 Duffadar C. Subbarayudu 6 6
10. 1 Havildar 4 1/2 4 1/2
11. 28 Dallayets 97 97
12. 3@ peons for collecting 87 32
revenues
13. 10 Naikwadies attending 26 15
in the Tanah
14. 11 in the Villages 19 15
Tot al Rs. 462 1/2 Rs. 211 1/2

Source: Collector to the BOR 12.1.1828,PBOR,v.1134,p.761.
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Tabl e

Annual Pensions to different in Divi Zam ndari
Li st of Nanes Anount pro- Anmount
during the posed by the proposed
lifetimeof and guar - by
Zam ndar dian of the Col | ect or
Zam ndar
Rs. Rs.
1.Lakshmidevamma, 400 400 400
not her of the late
Zamindar
2.Narsubayamma,widow 20 20 20
of the grand uncle of
the late Zam ndar
3. Rajah Lakshmamma., uncle's 360 360 360
wi dow of the late
Zam ndar
4. Mudderala Venkat Rao 20 20 20
5. Chinta Appaiah, 12 12 12
cl ot hi ng money
6. K Kandregula Copal a 30 30 30
Krishnamma
7. To a Brahmn bringing 5 5 5
water from the Krishna
river
8. 1 Manager G Reddy - - 100
Pant ul u
9. 1 Serishtadar, 8 8 8
Y. Appai ah
10. 1 Muddadgar 4 4 4
D. Kondalrao
11. 1 Cash keeper, 12 12 12
V. Lingaiah
12. 1 Vakeel C. Appaiah 8 8 8
13. 1 Bootadnadeviss 4 4 4 4
G Chinnappa
14. 1 Doctor. 8 8 8
P. Seet anna
15. 1 School nmaster 40 40 40
William Mirray
16. 1 Telugu Teacher 4 4 4
C Lakshm Nai r
17. 1 Gumasta 0 n 1
gardens A. Parange
18. 13 Brahmin servants 26 25 23
at different rates
19. 2 Jemmdars 8 8 8
20. Fanmily of Tullam 135
Ramaswam Naik
21. Doctor Konetirao 1e = -
Tot al Rs. 992 847 Ra. 847
Sour ce: 1.0ent, Collector Masulipatnamto the BOR 12.9. 1827,

PBOR, v.1134,pp.



Table s 3.14

Monthly subsistence given to the minor Zamindar of Divi
S. Various heads of char ges Amount pro-  Anount
No. Expendi ture incurred posed by pr oposed
by the the guard- by the
late ian of the Col | ect
Zamindar Zam ndar or
MRs. MRS. MVRS.
1. Value of Paddy and ot her 512 441 441
articles required for house
expenses
2. Batta to bearers 34 34 34
3. Postage 15 12 12
4. doths 50 40 40
5. Feeding cattle 22 22 22
6. Expenses for cash ages and 38 38 38
houses
7. Repairs of Houses 75 75
8. Subscription to news papers 6 6 6
9. Feeding elephants and cattle 160 130 130
in the Divi pargana
10. Average charges incurred by 50
the late Zanindar and his nother
when they go to Dvi pargana
11. Establishment of Indigo 31 17 17
manufacture
12. Sabnoviss - 80
13. Part of Serishtadar's pay - 8 8
14. Shroff's pay - 5 5
Mont hly Total Rs. 994 910 755
Annual Tot al Rs.11.930 Rs.10,923 Rs. 9. 063
Sour ce: Compiled from the Report on the Zam ndari of Divi,

12.9.1827, PBOR, v.1134, p.7

170



Tabl e

3.

15

Proposed pensions to Zamindar's relatives and dependents of the

m nor Zamindar of Divi in conparison with pensions granted by
the late Zami ndar of Dvi :
Pensi ons payable nonthly Anmount paid Anount pro- Amount
to different persons during the posed by pr oposed
life time the not her by the
of the late and guardi an Col | ect or
Zamindar of the m nor
Zamindar
MRs. MRs. MRs.
1. Lakshmidevamma, nother of 11 11 11
the late Zam ndar
2. Narsubayamma, W dow of 9 9 9
the late Zami ndar's
grand uncle
3. Ramananma, w dow of late 33 33 33
Gopal rao the brother of
the late Zam ndar
4. Chinnammi, Sister of the 8 8 8
late Zam ndar
5. Cal abarega Pullamma 2 2 2
6 Murari Venku 1 1 1
7. Bontu Kamanna Pantul u 4 4 4
8. Bontu Ramaiah 4 4 4
9. Bontu Venkatarao 4 4 4
10. Kal abarega Raj eswararao 8 8 8
11. Danawada Ramachandra 1 172 1172 1 172
pantulu
12. Vempati Ramaswam Sastri 4 4 4
13. Papuri Sitaramaiah 2 2 2
14. Pasupulati Purushottam 2 2 2
15. Dantu Narasavadhanul u 4 4 4
Total Monthly Rs. 97 Rs. 97 Rs. 97
Total annually Rs. 1,173 Rs. 1,170 Rs.l1,176

Source:Collector,

v.1134 . p.

Masul i patnam to
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Thus, the Zam ndaris of Masulipatnamduring this period,
like elsewhere were a picture of ponmp and show. The working of
the Zamindari had not undergone any change under the Company and
in fact this was what had resulted in many of the estates 1n
ruin. The lavish life styles of the Zamindars and their incompe-
tence in managing the Zami ndari affairs and also the failure to
perceive the changing times of the region ultimately led to decay
thus making it easier for the Company to change the revenue
systems to suit its needs. At the same time the Company in its
attempts to extend its hegemony could not entirely obliterate the
traditional powers and privileges of the rural elites. As, we
have seen, even in the case of the Zam ndars the Company did not
seek to intervene too radically. This was equally true of all
the other elites in the rural society. I ndeed, the evidence
suggests that the Company reinforced the existing structures of

Privilege in power by confirmng them
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4. PRIVILEGES FOR THE PRI VI LEGED

Inequalities in social and econom ¢ spheres were maintained
and reinforced in traditional India in many ways. The agrarian
world was no exception to this. The economic privileges enjoyed
by the privileged sections of the society in the form of I nam
tenures, also perpetuated these inequalities and were in turn
reinforced by the privileged in many ways. These privileges
although ostensibly mere economic concessions, also reinforced
the social inequalities that were in existence. These practices
which were common under the pre colonial regimes seemed to have

continued uninterruptedly even under British rule.

Privilege in land holding pertains to advantages, that is
the rights and immunities enjoyed by some, wusually a minority.

Though these usually originated froma grant from those in
1

authority, they need not always necessarily be so. These advan-
tages in the rural society were enjoyed by certain elite groups

over others, making use of their power and status in the society.

Of the many privileges that existed in the region, the most
common were the Inam holdings. These privileged tenures were of
many kinds. ’ They were given by the pre colonial ruling regimes
to various groups for different purposes, and were mostly heredi-
tary tenures. Whatever be the ostensible reason for granting

these privileges they served the important socio political pur -
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pose of incorporating rural elites into the State structure. The
British by continuing these privileges and concessions were
seeking also to create substantial bases of power beneath the
authority of the new inperial system by accommdating hereditary
landed privilege with inportant tax free concessions to those

individuals and institutions having highest claims to social and

4
ritual status and influence.

In South India the term Inam was applied to the grants by
the state of the permanent right in one case, to occupy |land
wi t hout paying rent to the state and in another case, to collect
government assessnment on |and. The tenure though originally rent
free <came in many cases to be qualified by the reservation of a
portion of the assessable revenue or by exaction of all proceeds

exceeding the intended value of the original assignment.

R. D. Lushi ngton, one of the Company officials in the Madras
Presidency believed that the alienation of extensive tracts of
land as Inam benefits was nothing more than an established node

of tax evasion, rather than a vital conponent of the pre colonial

political process. Further he opined that a great anount of
potentially taxable land was exenpted unnecessarily. But though
Inam tenures continued to exist under the Company, it was be-

lieved that a great amount of potentially taxable land was unnec-

essarily, though unavoi dably, exenpt.
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The Inam tenures of the Madras Presidency were many and were
classified in many ways. R.E Frykenberg has classified them
under social, economic, political, and religious categories.”
There were certain features which distinguished the tax free
tenures of the Madras Presidency from those of the other Presi-
dencies. They were, the small size of the individual hol dings;
the general absence of grants from former Sovereigns of the
country; and the close connection between the tax free and tax
paying lands under the Ryotwari system.  The Inams in the offi-

cial records were divided into nine categories :7

1. Those held for the support of religious institutions and for
services connected there with.

2. Those held for purposes of public utility.

3. Those held for the support of works of irrigation yielding
public revenue, locally known as Dasabhandam Inams.

4. Those held by Brahmins and other religious classes for their
personal benefit known under various names |ike Agraharams
and  Shrotriums.

5. Those held by the families of poligars and those who filled
hereditary offices of trust under former governments.

6. Those held by the Kinsmen, dependents and followers of
former poligars and Zamindars.

7. Those connected with the former general police of the coun-
try.

8. Those held for ordinary village revenue and police services.

9. Those held by various descriptions of artisans for services

due to village communities.
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Under the above mentioned <categories ‘there were again
several kinds of Inams |isted, thus making the |nams numerous and
a valuable way of giving a gift or buying favour. In the words

of Nicholas Dirks, alienations of land were nmade to attain reli-

gious nmerit, to establish political alliances, to reward
services, and to pay off debts. Al i enations were nade because,
in spite of the changing nature of the political system the
traffic of the political process continued to be in gifts of
I and. Whil e many of the reasons behind these new gifts wer e

shifted in the changed and demilitarized nineteenth <century, the
8
"cul tural logic" of the gift continued.

Before the term Inam was used to describe lands under all
privileged holdings the term Manyam was commnly used. The term
manyam referred to the lands held either at a |ow assessnment or

al together free in consideration of services done to the state or
9
the community as in the case of village servants.

The distinction between a Jagir grant and an |nam grant was
that the former was a larger political grant with no condition of
service. The word Inamwas a generic term applicable to all
government grants as a whole but in course of time when that word
alone canme to be used without any sort of qualification or re-
striction it cane to denote a grant in perpetuity which could not

be resumed. The grant of Inams was thus an alienation of t he
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sovereign right whether it be to the soil itself or nmerely to
land revenue under the pre colonial governments. Such a right

10
was exercised by the king or by officers authorized by him

As long as the ruler was powerful, no alienation of this
right was possible without his consent. But during the periods
of anarchy which followed the end of the pre colonial regimes and
the beginning of British rule, the power of granting beneficial
tenures was assuned by many like the Petty Chiefs, Zam ndars,
Fouj dars, Poligars and even by the Renters. Sonmetimes they were
obtai ned by the beneficiaries through collusion of revenue offi-

cers.

Inans to the Religious Institutions

A considerable portion of the Inam tenures in the Madras
Presi dency belonged to the religious institutions of the country,
both Muslim and Hindu. They were held either directly for the
support of the institutions or for various services to be ren-
dered therein. The Inanms of this description were by far the
nost numerous though the value of the each taken by itself was in

nmost cases inconsiderable.

The valuable endowments attached to different 'mattams' or
spiritual head ships of the three |eading sects of Brahmana were

also included wunder this head and these were found al nost in

185



every district. The other mnor religious institutions not
presi ded over by Brahm ns but which enjoyed I|nanms, belonged to

Bairagis and Pandaranms or religious nmendicants and Jangams or

11
priests of the Lingayat sect.
In the Pedanah Pargana, like elsewhere in the Northern
Circars certain Inams were given to places of worship. I'n

Pedanah five candies of grain was given to the tenples for var-
ious tenple activities. The dancing girls who were generally
attached to the temples, an Inam of seven maunds and twenty seers
of grain was given. In Nandi gama and Bulliparru the tenples
received two candies and 10 maunds of grain and Oevarawada and

Mangenapudi received twelve maunds and twenty seers and four
12
maunds of grain respectively.

In contrast to these Hindu Institutions the Muslim |Institu-
tions were of a less varied character. They consisted chiefly of

mosques or places of public worship, takiyas or resi dences of

fakirs, and dargahs . However the Qazis enjoyed certain Inam

grants in the district of Masulipatnam and evidence from the

records suggests that they even bought Inam |lands that wer e
13

brought for sale.

Agrahar ams

The gift of land was enjoined by the Hindu Shastras as the

most meritorious of charities. So every king was therefore
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ambitious of distinguishing his reign by the extent and value of
the lands he alienated in Inam to the various religious groups.
Under the pre colonial regimes these Inam grants were engraved
on copper pl ates or slabs of stones and were declared to be

i rrevocable.

Agrahara generally meant a tax free village granted by t he
ki ngs or their subordi nates to Brahmins in pursuit of their
knowl edge. Etymologically the term agrahara was derived from the
wor d agara or akara that 1s, tax and hara that s, a piece of
| and. The donees of the Agraharas were called Agraharikas. The
Agraharas were granted either to a single person or sever al

persons. 14

The Agraharas were self sufficient units. The endowment s
made to them were perpetual and could not be confiscated by the
kings. They enjoyed the right to collect taxes that would meet

the expenditure of the matthas and schools that were 1n agraha-

ras.
Table : 4.1
Government Revenue Collections in Agraharam villages

S.No. Nanes of Zam ndari Anount

Est at es MPs .
1. Kaldindi 842
2. Chi nt al apudi 239
5. Devar akot a 170
4. Myl avar am 64

Source: Report from Edward Saunders to the President, Committee
of Grcuit, SRMG, p.20, 32, 33.
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Table : 4.2

Inam Statistics in Nuzividu Zanmi ndari:

S.No. Parganas No. of  No. of Amount of land in cutties Average nf

villages inhabitants Agr ahar am

Agraharam Inams paynents
HPs.,
1. Gollapalli 62 1113t 268 210 236
2. Nunestalam 83 11314 113 322 972

3. Chatrayi 14 2635 107

1. Vijiarayi 24 3723 - 96 13
5. Wuyyuru 44 8831 44 146 142
6. Meduru 46 7723 180 356 554
7. Amberpeta 43 8333 91 345 148
3. Gundagolanu 37 11t 47 336 13
9. Pentapadu 56 11895 - 1033 557
10. N dadavolu 58 18935 - 377 567
11. Baharjalli 54 3233 251 - 598

Source: Report from Williams to Alexander Davidson, President
Ft.5t. George, Circuit Committee Report on the Zamindaris of
Nuzividu and Charmahal, SRMG, p.12.



Table : 4.3

Revenue Collections in Inamvillages of Charmahal Zam ndari

S.No. Parganas No. of  No. of Amount of land alienated under Agraharam
villages inhabitants— - . paynents
Agr aharam Inams to circar
MPs.
1. Gudiwada 59 1062 142 217 1083
2. Vinukota 66 10153 219 159 10293
3. Kal di ndi 31 4147 141 54 170
4. Bittarzalli 12 2640 41 396 115

Source: Report from Wlliams to Alexander Davidson President, Ft.
St. CGeorge, Circuit Committee Report on the Zamindars of
Nuzividu and Charmahal, SRMG, p.13.
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The Agraharamvillages in Eluru circar were few, but there

were nunerous Inam |lands. These Inans were of two kinds - Kattu-

badi Inams, who pay a tax and Dunbala Inans which were rent
15

free.

Inams held for Public Utility Purposes:

Inam |ands were held for the support of choultries (called

locally Chattrams). Inans were also held for the maintenance of
various irrigation works which were major conponents for the
sustenance of the agricultural economy. Inams  held for the

support of works of irrigation were generally termed as Oasaband-

ham | nans.

Dasabandham | nans

Dasabandham Inans were granted as a reconpense to private
individuals who constructed tanks, wells and river channels by
nmeans of which the revenue of the state was augnented. The
extent and value of Inanms were in proportion to the capital
expended on the works of Irrigation. These grants were of two
descri ptions Khanda Dasabhandam or Inans given in specific |ocal-
ities and Shanit at Dasabhandams or the allowance as Inam of a
certain proportion of each year's cultivation under the work in
questi on. In all ordinary cases Oasabhandandars were under the

obligation of maintaining works of irrigation in due repair.
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During late eighteenth century Dasabandam |Inams were not
ubi quitous in the Northern Circars, as these Inans were confined
to western portions such as Guntur and Nellore districts. I'n
Masul i pat nam district instead of the Dasabhandham grants the
Dasabhagam all owances which were given for the maintenance or

16
construction of Irrigation works were nore common.

Mukhasa | nams

Mukhasa Inans were those held by the kinsnmen, dependents and
followers of former poligars and Zam ndars. Simlarly Deshpandes

and Deshmukhs were permtted to enjoy certain lands free of all

conditions of service to government. These Inans were considera-
ble in number and played a distinct role in pre colonial | and
hol ding structure of the Northern Circars. For i nstance, t he
Bi ssoys and Dorathanans in the hill tracts of Ganjam and Visak-

hapat nam the Mukhasas of Masulipatnamdistrict, the Amarans of
17
Northern Circars fall under this category.

By later half of the eighteenth century there were two hun-
dred and eight Mukhasa villages in Masulipatnam district and
there were in the hands of Zam ndars relations, dependents or
caste men and peons. The nature of duties and obligations which
these three groups had to performto a Zamndar in turn for the

enjoynment of these land grants did reflect variations. While the
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caste nmen attended the Zam ndars on state occasion