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AUTHOR’S P*{EFACE'.

My chief object in presenting this little book to
my young Andhra sisters and brothers, is to introduce
them to the original sources of Andhra History which
are not accessible in their own language, and thereby
create & desire for the study of the history of their
native land. I have given in this book, extracts from
the writings of three foreigners who visited the country
during the three epoch making periods of Andhra
history, together with my comments and historical
notes wherever necessary. In doing so, my intention
has been to give the reader a glimpse into the glorious
past, and to create a deep sense of love and admiration
for the Motherland.

I have taken three names from our history, three
famous figures that left glowing accounts of our
country, its pecoplesand rulers. The first is Yuvan
Chwang (Hieun Tsang), the celebrated Chinese traveller
and pilgrim ; the second is Marco Polo, the Venetian
traveller, and the third is Kamalud-din Abdur Razzak,
the ambassador from Persia.

In the seventh century of the Christian Era,
when Budhism was just on the decline, and Brahmanism
and Jainism on the revival, when the Vishnukundins
of Vengi, were uprooted by the Chalukyas of the West,
Who established a dynasty of their own, Yuvan Chwang
visited the country and stayed for two years, going
‘rom one place of Budhist pilgrimage to another. He

‘avelled on the mainland along the east coast, from
Konyodha (Ganjam) in the north, as for asKanchipura
in the south.

Roughly six centuries later, in the- palmy
Jays of the Kakatiya rule, under Queen Rudramadevi,
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Marco Polo came to the !hores of Andhra. He landed
at Motupa.lh. the greatest sea port of Andhradesa from.
the earliest times down to the end of 15th century, and .
went into the interior as far as Dharanikota on the
Krishna, to see the diamond mines of the kingdom of
which he had heard so much. He praised the Queen
Ganapamba, wife of Betaraja of Kota family, the ruler
of the Dharanikota country, as the most just and wise
sovereign that ever ruled. Scholars have erred in
holding that Marco praised the Kakatiya Queen
Rudramadevi. But this identification has led them
to doubt whether queen Rudramadevi was the daughter
or wife of king Ganapatideva, though it is finally
settled that she was his daughter. King Ganapatideva
had two daughters, the eldest Rudramba succeeded to
the Kakatiya throne, and the second Ganapamba ruled
over her hasband’s kingdom of Dharanikota i.e., the Six
Thousand Country, as a vassal of her sister.

Nearly two conturies later, during the reign of
Devaraya II, emperor of Vijayanagara, Abdur Razzak
visited the Imperial city as an envoy from Persia. He
was in that great city for about eight months. He left
a glowing acceunt of Vijayanagara, its seven walls
and fortifications, of the brilliancy of a great festival
of which he was a spectator, and of the administration of
the vast empire. The description given by this traveller
gives us a good idea of thespelendour of the great
Hindu Capital, in the first half of the fifteenth century
which is unfortunately now no more.

After going through this book, if the reader
turns earnestly to the study of the Histry of
Andhradesa, my humble endeavour, I think, will
not be in vain.
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* Taranatha's History of Buddhism p.277
1 Wassaf’s Budhism p. 287
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+ Ounningham’'s Ancient Geography of India p. 545
* Report on Epigraphy Southern Cirole for p. 1905
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