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The mission of the Department of the Army is to organize, train, and equip active
duty and reserve forces for the preservation of peace, security, and the defense of
our Nation. As part of our national military team, the Army focuses on land
operations; its soldiers must be trained with modern arms and equipment and be
ready to respond quickly. The Army also administers programs aimed at protecting
the environment, improving waterway navigation, flood and beach erosion control,
and water resource development. It provides military assistance to Federal, State, and
local government agencies, including natural disaster relief assistance.

The American Continental Army, now
called the United States Army, was
established by the Continental Congress
on June 14, 1775, more than a year
before the Declaration of Independence.
The Department of War was established
as an executive department at the seat of
government by act approved August 7,
1789 (1 Stat. 49). The Secretary of War
was established as its head. The National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 401)
created the National Military
Establishment, and the Department of
War was designated the Department of
the Army. The title of its Secretary

became Secretary of the Army (5 U.S.C.
171). The National Security Act
Amendments of 1949 (63 Stat. 578)
provided that the Department of the
Army be a military department within
the Department of Defense.

Secretary The Secretary of the Army is
the senior official of the Department of
the Army. Subject to the direction,
authority, and control of the President as
Commander in Chief and of the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the
Army is responsible for and has the
authority to conduct all affairs of the
Department of the Army, including its
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organization, administration, operation,
efficiency, and such other activities as

may be prescribed by the President or

the Secretary of Defense as authorized

by law.

For further information, call 703-695-7922.

Army Staff Presided over by the Chief
of Staff, the Army Staff is the military
staff of the Secretary of the Army. It is
the duty of the Army Staff to:

—prepare for deployment of the Army
and for such recruiting, organizing,
supplying, equipping, training,
mobilizing, and demobilizing of the

Program Areas

Civil Functions Civil functions of the
Department of the Army include the
Civil Works Program, the Nation’s major
Federal water resources development
activity involving engineering works
such as major dams, reservoirs, levees,
harbors, waterways, locks, and many
other types of structures; the
administration of Arlington and Soldiers’
Home National Cemeteries; and other
related matters.

History This area includes advisory and
coordination service provided on
historical matters, including historical
properties; formulation and execution of
the Army Historical Program; and
preparation and publication of histories
required by the Army.

Installations  This area consists of
policies, procedures, and resources for
management of installations to ensure
the availability of efficient and affordable
base services and infrastructure in
support of military missions. It includes
the review of facilities requirements and
stationing, identification and validation
of resource requirements, and program
and budget development and
justification. Other activities include
support for base operations; real property
maintenance and repair; environmental
programs; military construction; family
housing; base realignment and closure;
and competitive sourcing.
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Army as will assist the execution of any
power, duty, or function of the Secretary
or the Chief of Staff;

—investigate and report upon the
efficiency of the Army and its
preparation for military operations;

—act as the agent of the Secretary of
the Army and the Chief of Staff in
coordinating the action of all
organizations of the Department of the
Army; and

—perform such other duties not
otherwise assigned by law as may be
prescribed by the Secretary of the Army.

Intelligence This area includes
management of Army intelligence with
responsibility for policy formulation,
planning, programming, budgeting,
evaluation, and oversight of intelligence
activities. The Army staff is responsible
for monitoring relevant foreign
intelligence developments and foreign
disclosure; imagery, signals, human,
open-source, measurement, and
signatures intelligence;
counterintelligence; threat models and
simulations; and security
countermeasures.

Medical This area includes
management of health services for the
Army and, as directed for other services,
agencies, and organizations; health
standards for Army personnel; health
professional education and training;
career management authority over
commissioned and warrant officer
personnel of the Army Medical
Department; medical research, materiel
development, testing and evaluation;
policies concerning health aspects of
Army environmental programs and
prevention of disease; and planning,
programming, and budgeting for Army-
wide health services.

Military Operations and Plans This
includes Army forces strategy formation;
mid-range, long-range, and regional
strategy application; arms control,
negotiation, and disarmament; national
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security affairs; joint service matters; net
assessment; politico-military affairs; force
mobilization and demobilization; force
planning, programming structuring,
development, analysis, requirements,
and management; operational readiness;
overall roles and missions; collective
security; individual and unit training;
psychological operations; information
operations; unconventional warfare;
counterterrorism; operations security;
signal security; special plans; table of
equipment development and approval;
nuclear and chemical matters; civil
affairs; military support of civil defense;
civil disturbance; domestic actions;
command and control; automation and
communications programs and activities;
management of the program for law
enforcement, correction, and crime
prevention for military members of the

Major Army Commands

Eighth U.S. Army Eighth U.S. Army
provides forces to the commander in
chief of United Nations Command and
the Republic of Korea/U.S. Combined
Forces Command.

For further information, contact Eighth U.S. Army.
Phone, 011-82-279-13-6544. Internet,
www.korea.army.mil/usfk/eusa/eusa.htm.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
provides engineering, construction
management, and environmental
services in peace and war. The civil
works program includes navigation,
flood damage reduction, recreation,
hydropower, environmental regulation,
and other missions. The military program
includes construction of Army and Air
Force facilities, base realignment and
closure activities, installation support,
military contingency support,
environmental restoration, strategic
mobility, and international activities.
USACE provides real estate acquisition,
management, and disposal for the Army
and Air Force, and researches and
develops advanced technology for
mobility/countermobility, force

Army; special operations forces; foreign
language and distance learning; and
physical security.

Reserve Components This area
includes management of individual and
unit readiness and mobilization for
Reserve components, comprised of the
Army National Guard and the U.S. Army
Reserve.

Religious This area includes
management of religious and moral
leadership and chaplain support
activities throughout the Department;
religious ministrations, religious
education, pastoral care, and counseling
for Army military personnel; liaison with
the ecclesiastical agencies; chapel
construction requirements and design
approval; and career management of
clergymen serving in the Chaplains
Branch.

protection, and sustainment engineering.
It also supports several Federal agencies
and responds to natural disasters and
other emergencies as the Nation's
primary engineering agency.

For further information, contact USACE. Phone,
202-761-0011. Internet, www.usace.army.mil.

U.S. Army Criminal Investigation
Command The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Command (CID)
investigates felony violations of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice and
other criminal provisions of the United
States Code in which the Army has an
interest. CID also provides protective
services for senior Defense Department
and Army leaders and supports field
commanders and communities to solve
major and violent crimes.

For further information, contact CID. Phone, 703-
806-0400. Internet, www.belvoir.army.mil/cidc/
index.htm.

U.S. Army Europe and 7th Army As
U.S. European Command'’s primary land
component, U.S. Army Europe
(USAREUR) monitors armed conflicts
and potential flashpoints throughout a



98-nation area. The U.S. Army’s largest
forward-deployed command, USAREUR
supports NATO and U.S. bilateral,
multinational, and unilateral objectives.
It supports U.S. Army forces in the
European Command area; receives and
assists in the reception, staging, and
onward movement and integration of
U.S. forces; establishes, operates, and
expands operational lines of
communication; and supports U.S.
combat commanders and joint and
combined commanders.

For further information, contact USAREUR. Phone,
011-49-6221-39-4100. Internet,
www.hqusareur.army.mil.

U.S. Army Forces Command The U.S.
Army Forces Command (FORSCOM)
trains, mobilizes, deploys, and sustains
combat-ready forces capable of
responding rapidly to crises worldwide.
FORSCOM is the Army component of
U.S. Atlantic Command. Consequently,
the FORSCOM commander functions as
commander of the Army forces of this
unified command and plans for and
provides military support to civil
authorities, including response to natural
disasters and civil emergencies.

For further information, contact FORSCOM. Phone,
404-464-5054. Internet, www.forscom.army.mil.

U.S. Army Intelligence and Security
Command The U.S. Army Intelligence
and Security Command (INSCOM) plans
and conducts intelligence, security, and
information operations for military
commanders and national
decisionmakers.

For further information, contact INSCOM. Phone,
703-706-1603. Internet,
www.vulcan.belvoir.army.mil.

U.S. Army Materiel Command The
U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC) is
the Army’s principal materiel developer.
AMC’s missions include the
development of weapon systems,
advanced research on future
technologies, and maintenance and
distribution of spare parts and
equipment. AMC works closely with
industry, academia, the other military
services, and other Government agencies
to develop, test, and acquire every piece
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of equipment that soldiers and units
need to accomplish their missions.

For further information, contact AMC. Phone, 703-
617-9625. Internet, www.amc.army.mil.

U.S. Army Medical Command The U.S.
Army Medical Command (MEDCOM)
provides direction and planning for the
Army Medical Department in
conjunction with the Office of the
Surgeon General. It develops and
integrates doctrine, training, leader
development, organization, and materiel
for Army health services. MEDCOM also
allocates resources and evaluates
delivery of services.

For further information, contact MEDCOM. Phone,
703-681-3000. Internet,
www.armymedicine.army.mil.

U.S. Army Military District of
Washington The U.S. Army Military
District of Washington conducts security
and disaster-relief operations in the
National Capital Region (NCR), provides
base operations support to Army and
other Defense Department organizations
in the NCR, and conducts official and
public events on behalf of the Nation’s
civilian and military leadership.

For further information, contact the U.S. Army
Military District. Phone, 202-685-2807. Internet,
www.mdw.army.mil.

U.S. Army Military Traffic Management
Command The U.S. Army Military
Traffic Management Command (MTMC)
manages, for the Department of Defense,
the worldwide transportation of troops,
equipment, and personal property during
peace and war. This entails single-port
management, transportation, and traffic-
management services, deployment
planning and engineering, and
development of new technologies.
MTMC is also the link between DOD
shippers and the commercial surface
transportation industry, and maintains a
presence in 22 ports worldwide as
DOD’s port manager.

For further information, contact MTMC. Phone,
703-428-3213. Internet, mtmc.army.mil.

U.S. Army Pacific The U.S. Army
Pacific (USARPAC) provides trained and
ready forces in support of military
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operations and peacetime engagements
in the Asia-Pacific area of operations.
USARPAC carries out a cooperative
engagement strategy known as the
Expanded Relations Program with the 41
Asian and Pacific nations within or
bordering its area of responsibility. These
countries include The Philippines,
Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, Mongolia,
Russia, China, South Korea, India,
Bangladesh, Australia, New Zealand,
Marshall Islands, and Papua New
Guinea.

For further information, contact USARPAC. Phone,
808-438-2206. Internet, www.usarpac.army.mil.

U.S. Army South The U.S. Army South
(USARSO) acts as the primary land
component for United States Southern
Command and provides support to U.S.
Embassies and military groups
throughout Central and South America
and the Caribbean. USARSO is a major
hub for deploying U.S. Army Reserve
and National Guard forces to participate
in humanitarian and civic assistance
exercises in underdeveloped portions of
countries in Latin America. It frequently
supports missions to conduct search and
rescue missions and render disaster
assistance requested by host
governments through U.S. Embassies.

For further information, contact USARSO. Phone,
787-707-5010. Internet, www.army.mil/USARSO.

U.S. Army Special Operations
Command The U.S. Army Special
Operations Command (USASOC) trains,
equips, deploys, and sustains Army
special operations forces for worldwide
special operations supporting regional

combatant commanders and country
ambassadors. USASOC soldiers deploy
to numerous countries conducting
missions such as peacekeeping,
humanitarian assistance, demining, and
foreign internal defense. USASOC
includes special forces, rangers, civil
affairs, psychological operations, special
operations aviation, and signal and
support.

For further information, contact USASOC. Phone,
910-432-3000. Internet, www.usasoc.soc.mil.

U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command The U.S. Army Space and
Missile Defense Command (SMDC) is
the proponent for space and national
missile defense, a materiel developer,
and the Army’s integrator for theater
missile defense. SMDC ensures missile
defense to protect the Nation and
deployed forces, and facilitates Army
access to space assets and products.

For further information, contact SMDC. Phone,
703-607-1873. Internet, www.smdc.army.mil.

U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command The U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command (TRADOC) serves as
the architect for the 21st century Army,
while ensuring that the Army is prepared
to fight and win wars today. It does this
through training, doctrine, and combat
developments. To assist in these efforts,
TRADOC integrates the activities of
battlefield laboratories that develop and
experiment with concepts in battlefield
dynamics.

For further information, contact TRADOC. Phone,
757-788-3514. Internet, www.tradoc.army.mil.

United States Military Academy

West Point, NY 10996
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The United States Military Academy is
located at West Point, NY. The course is

of 4 years’ duration, during which the
cadets receive, besides a general



